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“CODA,” a feel-good indie 
drama about a deaf 
family defying the odds, 

pulled off a stunning upset to scoop 
the top prize at the Oscars Sunday, 
becoming the first-ever streaming 
film to win best picture. 

Taking its title from the acronym 
for child of deaf adult, “CODA” fol-
lows high school teen Ruby as she 
juggles her musical ambitions with 
her family’s dependence on her to 
communicate with the hearing 
world. The film bested tough com-
petition to secure Apple the much-
coveted gong, pipping streaming 
rivals including Netflix as well as 
Hollywood’s traditional studios, and 
delivering a landmark win for dis-
ability representation on the silver 
screen. 

“Thank you to the academy for 
letting our ‘CODA’ make history 
tonight,” said producer Philippe 
Rousselet. “CODA” was released 
by Apple TV+ after a bidding war at 
last year’s Sundance independent 
film festival, where it fetched a 
record $25 million. The film by 
director Sian Heder (“Orange is the 
New Black”), which industry insid-
ers suggest had a budget of just 
$10 million, shuns big names and 
expensive locations to concentrate 
on its crowd-pleasing story of high 
schooler Ruby Rossi. 

Ruby, played by breakout young 
actress Emilia Jones, has to navi-
gate the usual teenage trials of 
meeting a boy and falling in love, 
but with the added challenge of 
being the only hearing member of 
her deaf family. She provides the 
much-needed link to the hearing 
world for her family’s struggling fish-

ing business in a small seaside 
town near Boston, but desperately 
wants to follow her own dreams 
and go off to college to sing. Based 
on the French film “The Belier 
Family,” which controversially used 
hearing actors to portray deaf char-
acters, “CODA” opts for authenticity 
instead, with past Oscar winner 
Marlee Matlin (“Children of a Lesser 
God”) a familiar face as Ruby’s 
slightly eccentric, but vulnerable, 
mother. 

Ruby’s father, played with comic 
aplomb by Troy Kotsur (himself a 
winner for best supporting actor), 
and brother-a powerful turn from 
Daniel Durant (“Switched at Birth”) 
— round out the unconventional 

foursome, whose on-screen chem-
istry is evident. 

“CODA” beat out rivals in the 
best picture category including the 
bookies’ favorite “The Power of the 
Dog” by Jane Campion, acclaimed 
family memoir “Belfast” from 
Kenneth Branagh, and Steven 
Spielberg’s remake musical “West 
Side Story.” Other films in the cate-
gory were Leonardo DiCaprio vehi-
cle “Don’t Look Up,” sci-fi block-
buster “Dune,” tennis biopic “King 
Richard,” Japanese road movie 
“Drive My Car,” Los Angeles love 
letter “Licorice Pizza” and mid-20th 
century carnival noir “Nightmare 
Alley.” Heder also won the Oscar 
for best adapted screenplay. 

(From left) Eugenio Derbez, Sian Heder, Marlee Matlin, Troy Kotsur, Emilia Jones, Daniel Durant and Amy Forsyth, winners 
of the Best Picture award for ‘CODA’, pose in the press room at the 94th Annual Academy Awards at Hollywood and 
Highland. — AFP photos 

(From left) Joseph Patel, Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson, David Dinerstein and Robert Fyvolent, winners of Best Documentary Feature for 
“Summer of Soul (...Or, When the Revolution Could Not Be Televised),” pose in the press room. 

”Coda” cast and crew accept the award for Best Picture for “CODA” onstage during the 94th Oscars at the Dolby Theatre 
in Hollywood, California. 

US actress Jessica Chastain poses with the award for Best 
Actress in a Leading Role for her performance in “The Eyes 
of Tammy Faye” in the press room. 

Actress Ariana DeBose poses with her Oscar for Best 
Supporting Actress for ‘West Side Story’ in the press room.

US actor Will Smith (right) sits alongside US actress Jada Pinkett Smith with the award for 
Best Actor in a Leading Role for “King Richard”. 

British filmmaker Kenneth Branagh poses with the award 
for Best Original Screenplay for “Belfast”. 

Japanese director Ryusuke Hamaguchi accepts the award 
for Best International Feature Film for “Drive My Car” 
onstage. 

US singer-songwriter Billie Eilish holds the award for Best 
Music (Original Song) for “No Time to Die”. 

US actor Troy Kotsur accepts the award for Best Actor in a 
Supporting Role for “CODA” onstage. 

US actor Will Smith accepts the award for Best Actor in a 
Leading Role for “King Richard” onstage during the 94th 
Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood. 

New Zealand Director Jane Campion poses with the award 
for Directing “The Power Of The Dog”. 

 Chris Rock and Will Smith are seen onstage. 


