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US actress Regina Hall (left), US actress and comedian Amy Schumer (center) and US 
actress and comedian Wanda Sykes speak onstage. 

US actor Al Pacino (left), US director Francis Ford Coppola (center) and US actor Robert De 
Niro speak onstage during the 94th Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood. 

US singer-songwriter Beyonce performs during the 94th 
Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, California. 

Jared Bush (left), Byron Howard (right), Yvett Merino (second right) and Clark Spencer 
(second left) accept the award for Best animated feature film for “Encanto”. 

US singer-songwriter Billie Eilish (left) poses with the award for Best Music (Original 
Song) for “No Time to Die”, US musician Questlove poses with the award for Best 
Documentary Feature for “Summer of Soul”, and US singer-songwriter Finneas O’Connell 
poses with the award for Best Music (Original Song) for “No Time to Die”. 

(From left) Patrice Vermette and Zsuzsanna Sipos, winners 
of the Production Design Award for ‘Dune’ pose in the 
press room. 

British actor Riz Ahmed (left) holds his award for Best Live Action Short Film for “The Long 
Goodbye”, alongside his wife Fatima Farheen Mirza. 

US actress-singer Lady Gaga (left) and US actress Liza Minnelli announce the Best Picture 
award onstage during the 94th Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood. 

Producer Patrick Wachsberger and guest pose with the 
award for Best Picture for “CODA”. 

British film editor Joe Walker holds the award for Best Film 
Editing for “Dune”. 

Sian Heder, winner of the Writing (Adapted Screenplay) 
award for ‘CODA’ poses in the press room. 

Japanese director Ryusuke Hamaguchi (center) poses with the award for Best International Feature Film for “Drive My 
Car”, alongside the cast. 

Oscar winners in 
main categories 

 

H
ere are the winners in key categories 
for the 94th Academy Awards, hand-
ed out in Los Angeles on Sunday. 

Deaf drama “CODA” won for best picture, 
Will Smith and Jessica Chastain took home 
acting awards, but “Dune” was the overall 
big winner with trophies in six categories 
including best original score and best cine-
matography. 
 
Best picture: “CODA” 
Best director: Jane Campion, “The Power 
of the Dog” 
Best actor: Will Smith, “King Richard” 
Best actress: Jessica Chastain, “The Eyes 
of Tammy Faye”  
Best supporting actor: Troy Kotsur, 
“CODA” 
Best supporting actress: Ariana DeBose, 
“West Side Story” 
Best international feature film: “Drive My 
Car” (Japan) 
Best animated feature: “Encanto” 
Best documentary feature: “Summer of 
Soul” 
Best original screenplay: “Belfast” - 
Kenneth Branagh 
Best adapted screenplay: “CODA” - Sian 
Heder 
Best original score: “Dune” - Hans Zimmer 
Best original song: “No Time to Die” from 
“No Time to Die” - Billie Eilish and Finneas 
O’Connell. — AFP 

Big win for Apple  
The film’s dark horse status was 

cemented last month when it 
scooped the prestigious Screen 
Actors Guild prize for the best per-
formance by a cast-SAG’s equiva-
lent of the Academy’s best picture 
Oscar. “We’re such a tight cast, so 
it was a lovely prize to win,” Jones, 
who along with Heder learned 
American Sign Language before 
the film’s production, told AFP soon 
after. The filmmakers hired a team 
of sign language consultants early 
on to translate Heder’s screenplay 

into ASL and provide a link between 
deaf and hearing actors on set. 

They together picked gestures 
from the language’s broad lexicon 
that were appropriate to the specific 
“accent” of the Massachusetts deaf 
community, and that would convey 
intuitive meaning to hearing audi-
ences. 

The unprecedented success of 
“CODA” in claiming the biggest 
prize of Hollywood’s award season 
is a huge boon to big-spending 
Apple, which came late to the 
streaming wars and is running to 

catch up with the likes of Netflix and 
Disney+. Industry analysts say the 
film’s family themes and traditional 
underdog-overcoming-adversity 
storyline made it the movie equiva-
lent of a slam dunk. While $25 mil-
lion is a lot for an indie film, that 
gamble has proven to be a sound 
one, delivering priceless value for 
Apple as it seeks to establish a rep-
utation in Tinseltown and grow its 
subscriber numbers.— AFP 

 

Beyond the slap: 
Five (other) 
talking points 
from the Oscars 
 
 

W
ith due respect to a historic best 
picture win for “CODA,” only 
one talking point dominated 

Sunday’s Oscars-Will Smith striking 
Chris Rock. That moment seems certain 
to launch endless memes, but here are 
five other talking points from the cere-
mony: 

 

Hosts return  
The first Oscars with hosts since 2018 

had a trio of women helming the show-
Wanda Sykes, Amy Schumer and Regina 
Hall-who wasted no time compensating 
for recent humorless years. Leonardo 
DiCaprio has “done so much to fight cli-
mate change and leave behind a cleaner, 
greener planet for his girlfriends,” said 
Schumer, joking about his penchant for 
younger women. 

Nominations snubs this year included 
“Lady Gaga and Jared Leto for ‘House of 
Random Accents,’” said Wanda Sykes, 
referring to their dubious Italian inflections 
in “House of Gucci.” After “that” shocking 
moment involving Smith, Schumer-who 
had last been seen swinging from the 
ceiling as a superhero webslinger-impro-
vised. “I’ve been getting out of that 
Spider-Man costume. Did I miss any-
thing? There’s a different vibe in here,” 
she said. 

‘Time is due’  
Oscars producers had promised to high-

light not just this year’s nominated films, but 
classic movies of the past. These included 
a segment on the 50th anniversary of “The 
Godfather” which brought Francis Ford 
Coppola, Al Pacino and Robert De Niro to 
the stage. Coppola ended his feud with late 
Paramount production boss Robert Evans, 
who for decades battled for credit for the 
original film’s phenomenal success. 

“The time is due that I do, because it 
was his participation and his decisions at 
the end that made it possible,” said 
Coppola. Uma Thurman and John Travolta 
performed their distinctive dance from “Pulp 
Fiction,” before Samuel L Jackson withdrew 
the best actor envelope from the film’s mys-
terious glowing briefcase. But others-such 
as a video montage of James Bond films, 
bizarrely introduced by sporting stars 
Shaun White, Tony Hawk, and Kelly Slater-
fell flat. 

Snyder’s Army  
Another innovation intended to lure 

back viewers to the Oscars was two prizes 
voted on by the public via Twitter, including 
a “fan favorite” film. If producers had 
hoped last year’s smash hit “Spider-Man: 
No Way Home” would win, they were left 
disappointed. Zack Snyder’s cult following 
ensured he won for “Army of the Dead,” 
and also took the second “Oscars cheer 
moment” prize for a sequence from a 
scene in his re-cut version of superhero 
flick “Justice League.” The prizes, 
announced in swift video montages, went 
almost unnoticed in the room. 

 
Branagh finally wins  
His childhood-inspired “Belfast” did not 

win best picture, but Kenneth Branagh 
finally won his first Oscar in eight nomina-
tions-across a record seven categories. 
Branagh won best original screenplay for 
his deeply personal black-and-white dra-

ma about the outbreak of violence in 
1960s Northern Ireland, which forced him 
and his family to flee. “This story is the 
search for joy and hope in the face of vio-
lence and loss... this means a lot,” he said. 

 
Liza Minnelli  
One of the night’s more touching 

moments came at its finale, as Lady Gaga 
accompanied Liza Minnelli, in a wheel-
chair, to announce the best picture winner. 
The 76-year-old Minnelli-who won best 
actress for “Cabaret!” which was released 
50 years ago-exclaimed: “Oh that’s so 
exciting!” When Minnelli stumbled over her 
lines, Gaga gently lent over and said “I’ve 
got you,” before the veteran star 
announced “CODA” as the night’s historic 
final winner.—AFP 

 
 


