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LONDON: Joe Root may be “passionate” about 
remaining as England’s Test captain but should he 
stay in the post after the West Indies inflicted the 
latest damaging defeat of his tenure? In January, the 
31-year-old star batsman insisted he wanted to 
begin the process of helping rebuild England’s red-
ball fortunes by continuing to lead the team in the 
Caribbean following their humiliating 4-0 Ashes 
series loss in Australia. 

But a thumping 10-wicket defeat in the third and 
final Test against the West Indies in Grenada on 
Sunday condemned England to a 1-0 series loss 
after two draws. Root has now overseen just one 
win in 17 Tests and has failed to lead England to a 
series victory in his last five attempts. Nevertheless, 
he insisted Sunday: “I am very passionate about 
taking this team forward. “I feel like the group are 
very much behind me. I know this is a results-based 
business but it does not feel like we are far away 
from turning results.” 

And after five years and a record 64 games in 
charge, a decision on Root’s future as skipper might 
well have been made for him by now. But following 
the Ashes debacle, the England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) sacked both their managing director 
Ashley Giles and coach Chris Silverwood, with fel-
low former Test players Andrew Strauss and Paul 
Collingwood taking over on an interim basis. Until 
the leadership vacuum at the top of the ECB is 
filled, and given England’s next Test is not until June, 
when they face New Zealand at Lord’s, Root will 
stay on barring his own resignation. 

 
‘End of the road’ 

Former England captain Mike Atherton, however, 
was adamant his position as skipper was “unten-
able”. “As was obvious to anyone who was present 
in Australia, and should have been obvious to any-
one who wasn’t, Root has reached the end of the 
road as captain,” Atherton wrote in The Times. 

Root, a batsman guaranteed his place in the XI, was 
the obvious choice to take over when Alastair Cook 
resigned as captain in 2017. 

Unlike many an England skipper, he has main-
tained his form, with Root topping the tourists’ bat-
ting averages in the West Indies after a 2021 where 
he scored 1,708 Test runs, the third highest tally in 
any calendar year. But longstanding doubts over 
whether he has the forceful personality and tactical 
skills needed for captaincy have only intensified in 
recent months. 

Former skipper Nasser Hussain accused “world-
class batsman” Root of lacking an “instinctive feel 

for the game as captain” and being party to a “cop-
out” following England’s controversial decision to 
leave James Anderson and Stuart Broad-their two 
all-time most successful Test bowlers-out of the 
squad for the Caribbean. 

“They want to be a likeable team but you need 
more than that to win Tests,” Hussain wrote in the 
Daily Mail. “Sometimes you need those tough char-
acters even if they are difficult to captain and 
coach.” But if not Root, who should captain 
England? Ben Stokes impressed when parachuted 
in as white-ball skipper at home to Pakistan last 
year following a COVID-19 outbreak.  — AFP 

ST GEORGE’S: John Campbell (center) and Nkrumah Bonner (right) of West Indies celebrate the dismissal of Joe Root of 
England during the 3rd day of the 3rd and final Test between West Indies and England at Grenada National Cricket Stadium on 
March 26, 2022. —AFP 

Root’s future as England captain  
in doubt after West Indies rout 

West Indies crush England by 10 wickets to pile pressure on Root 
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Ramey wins Dominican title  
 
MIAMI: A run of four consecutive birdies start-
ing at the 13th hole sparked rookie Chad Ramey 
to his first US PGA title on Sunday at the Corales 
Puntacana Championship. The 29-year-old 
American, making only his 16th tour start, fired a 
five-under-par 67 to finish 72 holes on 17-under 
271 at the Dominican Republic resort. That was 
enough for Ramey, making only his 16th US PGA 
start, to grab a one-stroke victory over country-
men Alex Smalley, who shot 65, and Ben Martin, 
who failed in a bid for a wire-to-wire triumph. 
“It’ll give me a lot of confidence,” Ramey said of 
his victory. “I’ve always had the self-belief I can 
get it done and I proved it today.” Ramey, ranked 
203rd, was coming off his best PGA finish three 
weeks ago with a share of fifth at the Puerto Rico 
Open but had missed the cut in seven of his past 
nine starts. — AFP 
 
 
Delhi down Mumbai in IPL 
 
MUMBAI: Lalit Yadav and Axar Patel turned 
unlikely heroes to help Delhi Capitals stun 
Mumbai Indians by four wickets in the Indian 
Premier League on Sunday. Chasing 178 for vic-
tory, Lalit (48) and Axar (38) lifted Delhi from a 
precarious 104-6 with an unbeaten stand of 75 to 
win with 10 balls to spare at Mumbai’s Brabourne 
Stadium. Ishan Kishan’s unbeaten 81 off 48 balls 
had steered Mumbai to 177-5 after being put in 
to bat first in the opening match of the season for 
the two teams in the Twenty20 tournament. Lalit, 
an uncapped all-rounder who hails from Delhi, 
started slowly but took apart the Mumbai bowl-
ing in the final few overs. Axar, a left-arm spinner 
who bats left-handed and has played six Tests 
and 15 T20 matches for India, combined with Lalit 
and completed the win with a boundary off fast 
bowler Jasprit Bumrah. — AFP 
 
 
Fruhvirtova, youngest player  
 
MIAMI: Czech teenager Linda Fruhvirtova on 
Sunday became the youngest player to reach the 
last 16 of the Miami Open since 2004 when for-
mer world number one Victoria Azarenka retired 
from their third round match. The 16-year-old 
arrived at the tournament with a world ranking of 
279 but she dominated the two-time Australian 
Open winner, racing into a 6-2, 3-0 lead before 
the veteran Belarusian quit. Azarenka, 32, who 
broke down in tears during her defeat to Elena 
Rybakina at Indian Wells earlier this month, 
looked out of sorts throughout against the 
impressive Fruhvirtova. “I don’t know what hap-
pened at the end,” Fruhvirtova told AFP. “She was 
struggling with some injuries.  — AFP 
 
 
Max Verstappen relieved  
 
JEDDAH: World champion Max Verstappen 
admitted he was relieved to secure his first win of 
the season after battling to a thrilling victory 
ahead of old rival Charles Leclerc in Sunday’s 
Saudi Arabian Grand Prix. The 24-year-old 
Dutchman said it had been a difficult, but good 
race and it showed that this season’s title battle 
“will be super-close between the two of us” after 
he won by just half a second ahead of the Ferrari. 
“It was a tricky one,” said the Red Bull driver. 
“We were battling hard at the front and we just 
had to play the long game. They were really 
quick through the corners, but we were quick on 
the straight. “The tyres were wearing out quite 
quick around here so you could see, at the end, I 
think we just had a little more pace and I just 
tried to get by.” — AFP 

Mancini to stay as  
Italy’s boss despite  
World Cup disaster 

 
MILAN: Roberto Mancini dropped a big hint on 
Monday he will stay on as Italy coach despite the 
Azzurri failing to qualify for the World Cup for a 
second successive time. The European champions 
were stunned by North Macedonia in Thursday’s 
qualification play-off semi-final for this year’s tour-
nament in Qatar, sparking talk he could resign in the 
aftermath of perhaps Italy’s worst-ever defeat. 

However, although he wouldn’t openly confirm 
that he would stay at the helm, on Monday Mancini 
spoke about the team and the future using the first-
person plural “noi”, or “we”. “I’ve spoken with the 
(Italian Football Federation) president (Gabriele 
Gravina) in the last few days, I think we’re on the 
same page on pretty much everything,” Mancini 
told reporters ahead of Italy’s friendly with Turkey 
in Konya on Tuesday. 

“We will speak about it again in the coming days, 
we’ll see each other again after this match. Then 
we’ll take our time to talk about what can be 
improved for the future. That’s it.” Names including 
2006 World Cup-winning captain Fabio Cannavaro 
and Real Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti were touted 
after Italy’s 1-0 defeat in Palermo last week. 
Mancini, who took over in May 2018 after Italy 
failed to reach that’s year’s World Cup, has a con-
tract which runs until the 2026 tournament co-host-
ed by Canada, Mexico and the United States. 

After Thursday’s defeat team captain Giorgio 
Chiellini and Gravina both said they wanted Mancini 
to continue, and the 57-year-old all-but made a 
public bid to stay on as boss. When asked what 
would push him to remain in his post, Mancini 
smiled and made very clear his enthusiasm for man-
aging a team which he is convinced would have 
been a contender in Qatar had they qualified. 

“I’m still young, my aim is to win a European 

Championship and a World Cup, and for the World 
Cup we will need to wait a bit,” he said. “I like my 
job, I think I can still have fun and do something 
special with the boys.” He was backed up on this 
occasion by Leonardo Bonucci, who was unavail-
able for the match with North Macedonia but has 
been at the heart of a team which up to the Euro 
2020 final had played enjoyable football and broken 
winning streak and matches unbeaten records. 

“I think what the coach has given us in these past 
three years was unique. He created a depth of feel-
ing between the team, staff and management that 
we’ve rarely experienced at (national training cen-
tre) Coverciano,” Juventus defender Bonucci said. 
“Anyone who has been involved on the pitch, the 
dressing room or had anything to do with the coach 
wants only to carry on with him.” — AFP

Italy’s coach Roberto Mancini 

Depleted Australia  
suffer Marsh injury  
blow for ODI series 

 
LAHORE: Australia’s T20 hero Mitchell Marsh has 
been ruled out with injury as they and Pakistan eye 
qualification for the 50-over World Cup when they 
start a three-match one-day international series in 
Lahore from Tuesday. The series is part of the 13-
team ODI Super League in which every match car-
ries 10 points, with the top seven qualifying auto-
matically for the World Cup next year.  

Australia are currently seventh and Pakistan 10th, 
but both have played just three of their eight sched-
uled series. India have already qualified as hosts. 
Australia were already without key players David 
Warner, Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc, Josh 
Hazlewood and Steven Smith for various reasons 
and have been further hit by the loss of all-rounder 
Marsh, their hero when they won the T20 World 
Cup in November. 

All five senior players were part of the team that 
won the three-match Test series 1-0 last week, on 
Australia’s first tour of Pakistan in 24 years. Skipper 
Aaron Finch fears that the 30-year-old Marsh may 
miss the whole ODI series. “Mitch injured his hip 
flex during fielding drills on Sunday,” Finch said on 
Monday. “We have to wait and see, but I don’t think 
he will be available for the series based on how he 
was feeling yesterday.” 

Finch hopes new players such as Sean Abbott, Ben 
Dwarshuis, Nathan Ellis, Josh Inglis and Ben 
McDermott will rise to the occasion despite their 
inexperience. “At times that can be a real blessing 
because you have the ability for guys to just play 
freely and express themselves,” said Finch. “It’s about 
trying to build the depth in the squad and experience 
in players,” he added. Finch can take heart from the 
fact that Pakistan have not won an ODI series against 
them since 2002, with Australia winning eight of the 
11 - the last seven in succession. — AFP 


