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‘Trash has value’: Kenyan 
turns plastic into bricks9Kuwait and France discuss 

bilateral ties as FM visits3 Vietnam dad converts van 
into wooden tank for son13 Senegal beat Egypt on penalties 

to qualify for 2022 World Cup16

Premier refutes all allegations 
made against him in grilling

10 MPs file non-cooperation motion against prime minister
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Ten opposition lawmakers 
filed a non-cooperation motion against 
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah on Tuesday after a 
nine-hour grilling in which he strongly 
refuted accusations made against him. 
The prime minister insisted that since 
he was appointed to the post in Dec 
2019, he has focused most of his efforts 
in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its impacts on the society, adding 
that his governments greatly succeeded 
in this field. 

He also said that he and his Cabinet 
took key measures to fight corruption, 
adding that most of the allegations in 
the grilling were not correct. He asked 
the three grillers if the grilling was a 
questioning of the prime minister or an 
election campaign. Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled said the pardon committee 
formed by HH the Amir will resume 
meetings soon, denying that he planned 
to abolish the committee. He said the 
corruption case known as the Malaysian 
Fund case has been referred to court. 

The PM said he is aware of the peo-
ple’s concerns and he is here to serve 
them. Replying to an accusation that he 
does not want to resign because he 

fears his successor will investigate 
alleged corruption against him, the pre-
mier challenged the lawmaker to present 
a single shred of evidence and “then 
refer me to any side other than a grilling, 
because it is politically-motivated”. 

At the start of the grilling, the prime 
minister said the grilling’s contents vio-
lated the constitution, but he still agreed 
to the debate. Responding to accusa-
tions that Kuwait is ranked in a low 
position on the Corruption Perception 
Index, the Sheikh Sabah said the coun-
try would have reached a better posi-
tion had the National Assembly passed 
a large number of legislation in this 
regard. 

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said the voting on the non-
cooperation motion will take place on 
April 6. The opposition needs 24 votes 
to pass the motion, which would mean 
sending the matter to HH the Amir.  

The lawmakers who signed the 
motion are Ahmad Al-Azemi, Shuaib Al-
Muwaizri, Mubarak Al-Hajraf, Saleh Al-
Mutairi, Saud Al-Mutairi, Fares Al-
Otaibi, Abdulkarim Al-Kandari, Hamdan 
Al-Azmi, Thamer Al-Suwait and Saifi Al-
Saifi. The three lawmakers who had filed 
the grilling are Hasan Jowhar, Mohannad 
Al-Sayer and Khaled Al-Otaibi.

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah speaks during a National Assembly session on Tuesday. — Photo by 
Yasser Al-Zayyat

 News in brief
Durra field Kuwaiti-Saudi site: FM 
 
KUWAIT: The offshore Durra gas field is purely 
a Kuwaiti-Saudi field, Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
said on Tuesday. Iran is not a party in the Durra 
field, the minister said in a statement, affirming 
that only Kuwait and Saudi Arabia enjoy rights in 
investing in this field according to previously rat-
ified accords between the two sides. — KUNA

Gory death on the road 
 
KUWAIT: A man was killed after he jumped 
into fast-moving traffic between Daiya and Hessa 
Al-Mubarak areas. Several motorists said they 
tried to avoid the man, who deliberately 
remained in the middle of the lane until one driv-
er could not avoid him and he was decapitated 
after being run over. 

Eight UN peacekeepers killed  
 
ISLAMABAD: Eight United Nations peace-
keepers were killed in a helicopter crash in 
Democratic Republic of Congo while undertak-
ing a reconnaissance mission on Tuesday, the 
Pakistani military’s media wing said. It added that 
six Pakistani troops were among those killed. 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan expressed 
his “deep sense of shock and grief”. —  AFP

US OKs fourth, fifth boosters 
 
WASHINGTON: The United States Tuesday 
authorized a fourth dose of either the Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccines for 
people 50 and older, as authorities warn of a possi-
ble new wave driven by the BA.2 variant. 
Additionally, people with immune compromising 
conditions who have already received four shots, 
with their latest at least four months ago, are now 
eligible for a fifth dose. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan opens the Ukrainian-
Russian talks on March 29, 2022. — AFP  

ISTANBUL: Russia said it would 
scale down fighting around two 
Ukrainian cities following talks with 
Ukraine on Tuesday and raised the 
possibility of a meeting between the 
Russian and Ukrainian presidents. The 
outcome of the face-to-face talks at a 
palace in Istanbul raised hopes after 
more than a month of conflict that has 
left thousands dead and forced mil-
lions from their homes. 

But London and Washington 
immediately cast doubt on Russia’s 

words and, on the ground, Ukraine 
said seven people were killed by a 
Russian strike on a government build-
ing in the city of Mykolaiv. Following 
the talks, Ukrainian negotiator David 
Arakhamia said there were “sufficient” 
conditions for Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to meet. 

Arakhamia also called for “an inter-
national mechanism of security guar-
antees where guarantor countries will 
act in a similar way to NATO’s article 
number five - and even more firmly”. 
Russian Deputy Defence Minister 
Alexander Fomin said there had been 
progress in talks on “the neutrality 
and non-nuclear status of Ukraine”. 
Therefore, “a decision has been made 
to radically, by several times reduce 
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‘Meaningful’ 
talks in Turkey 
raise hopes

WASHINGTON: The United States says it is not 
seeking a “regime change” in Russia, hasty clarifica-
tion that shows the strategy once popular among 
neoconservatives has become a hot button issue 
after negative experiences in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Libya. President Joe Biden caused a stir Saturday 
when, during an impassioned speech in Warsaw, 
said his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin “cannot 
remain in power.” 

The White House rushed to downplay the phrase, 
which was not part of Biden’s prewritten remarks, 
insisting the US leader was not suggesting a regime 
change in Moscow. But Biden refused to walk back 
the comment Monday, although he said he was only 
expressing his “moral outrage,” not outlining a poli-
cy to overthrow Putin.  
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Regime change: 
Strategy the US 
no longer wants

LOS ANGELES: Actor Will Smith offered apolo-
gies Monday to Chris Rock for smacking the come-
dian during the Oscars ceremony, as the body that 
oversees the awards said it was launching a formal 
review of the incident. Smith - who was named best 
actor on the night - marched onto stage during the 
glitzy Hollywood ceremony and hit Rock over a joke 
about wife Jada Pinkett Smith’s hair. 

“I would like to publicly apologize to you, Chris. I 
was out of line and I was wrong. I am embarrassed 
and my actions were not indicative of the man I 
want to be,” the “King Richard” star wrote on 
Instagram. “Violence in all of its forms is poisonous 
and destructive. My behavior at last night’s 
Academy Awards was unacceptable and inexcus-
able,” Smith said. “Jokes at my expense are a part of 
the job, but a joke about Jada’s medical condition 

was too much for me to bear and I reacted emo-
tionally.” 

Pinkett Smith suffers from alopecia, a condition 
that causes hair loss, and had a closely cropped 
head at Sunday’s ceremony. The 94th Academy 
Awards was in its final hour when actor and come-
dian Rock quipped that Pinkett Smith appeared  
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Smith sorry over 
slap as Oscars 
launches probe

This combination of pictures shows US actors Will 
Smith, Jada Pinkett Smith and Chris Rock.  — AFP 


