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By Chidi Emmanuel and Ben Garcia 
 
KUWAIT: While driving across Kuwait, one can see 
pedestrians crossing the road even if an overpass 
exists. There have been reports of hit-and-run inci-
dents by motorists who knock down pedestrians who 
cross busy highways without using overhead bridges. 
While there are still many places that lack pedestrian 
bridges, many existing ones are not being used by 
pedestrians. In reality, footbridges save lives.  

Pedestrians give various reasons on why they don’t 
use the footbridges, which include laziness in climbing 
the bridge or being in a hurry to reach their destina-
tions. Some also claim a fear of heights is the reason 
why they cannot climb stairs, while others are afraid 
old bridges may collapse. Some pedestrians claim they 
avoid using the overpasses due to the harsh weather 
or because the bridges are dirty.  

The government spends a lot of money building 
modern concrete pedestrian bridges to ease the traffic 
flow and reduce accidents. Old bridges have been ren-
ovated and new ones have been constructed, but some 
remain dilapidated. “Old bridges are not maintained 
properly. Some bridges have been abandoned due to 
disuse and disrepair,” said Kamal, a Pakistani expat. 

“Some of the bridges are old and dirty. I am always 
scared of using them. I prefer to take the road 
instead,” he said, referring to a pedestrian bridge 
between Hawally and Jabriya spanning the Fourth Ring 
Road. “I understand why people do not choose 
bridges to cross streets. I have two children, and just 
like all parents, I feel the unclean environment could 
endanger their well-being,” he added. 

Maria, a Filipino expat, blamed the cleaners for the 
rubbish on the bridges, calling for more awareness. 
“Sanitation workers are required to clean bridges too. 
Municipal officials need to create more awareness on 
the dangers of crossing the road carelessly. Enforcing 
the use of pedestrian bridges will be a good way to 
reduce road fatalities. This will end the continued fail-
ure by pedestrians to use footbridges,” she reasoned.  

“I live opposite a pedestrian bridge in Maidan 
Hawally. I used the bridge when it was new, but it is 
so dirty now. Before they built the bridge, there 
were many accidents happening in this spot. The 
problem is maintenance,” Suresh, an Indian expat, 
told Kuwait Times.  

The Hawally bridge near the police station in 
Nugra was temporarily closed when the commercial 
complex nearby ceased to operate during the coron-
avirus pandemic. It was the most famous air-condi-
tioned bridge in Kuwait in the 1980s. However, when 
Kuwait Times visited the bridge recently, it was in a 
very bad state. The escalator has stopped and the 
bridge needs maintenance.  

Gina, a Filipino resident of the area, said she felt 
bad and disappointed. “I have been using the bridge 
for years, but it is no longer in use,” she said in dis-
may. For women, pedestrian bridges without lights 
have become a nightmare after sundown. “I am 
always scared of using the bridge in the night. I feel I 
might be attacked or harassed,” said Corlet Akim, an 
African expat. 
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KUWAIT: A cattle egret is seen at a beach in Jahra Governorate on March 28, 2022. - Xinhua

Pedestrians avoid ‘dirty’ footbridges

RIYADH: Secretary General of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf 
appealed on Tuesday on Saudi-led Coalition to 
support the legitimacy in Yemen and all Yemeni par-
ties involved to stop military operations in Yemen. 
In a press statement, the secretariat said that the 
appeal reflects the keenness of the leaders and peo-
ples of the GCC countries to achieve peace and sta-
bility in Yemen. Al-Hajraf’s statement coincided with 
Yemeni-Yemeni consultations under the auspices of 
the GCC, launched Monday, days before the start of 
the holy month of Ramadan.  

It came in order to create the appropriate condi-
tions for the success of the consultations and to 
create a positive environment during the month of 
Ramadan to alleviate the suffering of the Yemeni 
people and maintain peace, security and stability in 
Yemen. Al-Hajraf renewed the invitation to Ansar 
Allah to attend and participate in consultations with 
all other Yemeni parties, to give priority to the inter-
ests of Yemen and to alleviate the suffering of the 
Yemeni people. — KUNA

GCC calls on parties  
to stop military  
operations in Yemen

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil dropped by 
$1.42 to $113.23 per barrel on Monday as 
opposed to $114.65 pb last Friday, the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said on Tuesday. At 
the global level, both the Brent crude and the 
West Texas Intermediate witnessed huge drops 
with the first going down by $8.17 to $112.48 per 
barrel, and the latter dropping by $7.94 to 
$105.96 pb.  
 

Firm on oil policy 
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia and Russia, the twin 

pillars of the OPEC+ group of oil producers, look 
set to hold firm in refusing increases in crude 
production despite appeals to boost supply and 
stabilize price volatility. The thirteen members of 
OPEC proper will meet their ten allies from the 
OPEC+ grouping - chief among them Russia - on 
Thursday for their monthly stocktake of the oil 
market. 

Prices have seen several spikes since Russia’s 
invasion of neighboring Ukraine began on 
February 24, at one point reaching $139.13 for the 
benchmark Brent North Sea crude contract and 
$130.50 for the American WTI, close to all-time 
records. Despite this analysts say OPEC+ is 
unlikely to deviate from the policy of cautious 
increases it has set out for the months ahead. 
“The war in Ukraine reminded the world that we 
are still dependent on OPEC+ to provide the 
world’s energy supplies,” says Edward Moya, 
analyst at Oanda. 

 
‘Holding the world hostage’ 

When prices have been rising, Riyadh has 
profited, ignoring the warnings from the G7 
about the “key role” the cartel has in regulating 
prices. The International Energy Agency has 
also been vocal on the need for Thursday’s 
meeting to produce “good messages which 
would help to relieve the strain in the oil mar-
kets”. 

More so than any other member of OPEC+, 
“the Saudis have no real incentive to boost pro-
duction as they are benefiting from the high oil 
prices and strong demand,” says Moya. Another 
consideration for Saudi Arabia is a desire not to 
alienate Russia. Coming out in favor of a big 
boost in production would at this moment be read 
as a signal that Saudi Arabia was lining up beside 
its traditional ally, the US. 

“As the war rages, any measure which removes 
oil as a weapon for Putin will be read in Moscow 
as a provocation,” Philippe Sebille-Lopez, head 
of the Geopolia consultancy, told AFP. Indeed, “by 
not compensating for Russia’s oil shortage”, Saudi 
Arabia appears to be allowing Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to hold “the importing world in 
hostage to Russian oil and gas,” says Stephen 
Innes, analyst at SPI Asset Management. 

While the US and some other states such as 
the UK have announced embargoes on Russian 
energy imports, much of Europe has not been 
able to follow suit, reliant as it is on Russia for 30 
percent of its oil imports. 

 
Shifting loyalties 

Innes says that the latest Saudi moves could 
also “be interpreted as a shift in loyalties from the 
US to Russia”. He adds that the current crisis is 
“exposing gaps in its long-standing partnership 
with the United States”. Riyadh has thus far 
avoided criticizing Russia’s invasion and has re-
iterated its commitment to OPEC+. 

Innes says the real heart of the problem is 
around Iran, Saudi Arabia’s biggest regional rival. 
Iran and the US are currently locked in indirect 
negotiations to see if the 2015 nuclear deal 
between Tehran and world powers can be 
revived. “It is fair to assume that the nuclear deal 
negotiations with Iran may not necessarily be 
entirely welcome by the Saudis,” says Bjornar 
Tonhaugen of Rystad Energy. — AFP 

Kuwait oil price down 


