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Comedians being assaulted on
stage, as Chris Rock experienced
at the hands of Will Smith during

the Oscars on Sunday night, is extreme-
ly rare-but not unheard of. An attack
often requires something more offensive
than Rockʼs gag about Smithʼs wife,
Jada Pinkett-Smith, appearing in “GI
Jane 2” (a reference to her lack of hair,
caused by alopecia). In 1991 at the
Montreal Just for Laughs Festival, infa-
mously offensive British comedian Jerry
Sadowitz opened his set with the line:
“Hello Moose****ers. I tell you why I hate
Canada: half of you speak French and
the other half let them.”

An audience member promptly
climbed the stage and knocked him out
cold. Or there was the time that
Australian comic Jim Jefferies was
attacked by a man at the Manchester
Comedy Store in 2007 in northwest
England. It appeared the man had not
liked a line Jefferies used against anoth-
er, unrelated heckler: “Iʼm going to leave
you alone now, just like your dad did.
Too bad your uncle didnʼt.” Jefferies, like
Rock, managed to regain his composure
and complete his set, styling out the
shock by saying: “If you enjoyed my
show and you want to see more of me,
Iʼll be getting my head kicked in in the
alleyway.”

Comedians often face verbal abuse-

for which they are well-trained-but securi-
ty normally steps in before things turn vio-
lent. That was decidedly not the case with
Smith, who was allowed to return to his
seat after slapping Rock. He was then
given an Oscar for best actor and treated

to a standing ovation. Some comedians
saw that as setting a dangerous prece-
dent.

Comedy boycott? 
“Now we all have to worry about who

wants to be the next Will Smith in comedy
clubs and theaters,” tweeted US stand-up
Kathy Griffin. For his part, Jefferies took to
Instagram on Monday to say that comedi-
ans should boycott the Oscars, telling
actors to “host their own show after the
way they just treated Chris”. Some have
come to Smithʼs defence. US stand-up
and actress Tiffany Haddish tweeted: “He
protected his wife. And thatʼs what a man
is supposed to do.”

But many saw an act of unhinged
madness, and evidence of rampant
celebrity privilege. “A multi-millionaire
who canʼt take a joke - thatʼs a bad look,”
British comic Fin Taylor, known for his
edgy material, told AFP. “OK, your wifeʼs
having a bad time. You know whoʼs hav-
ing an even worse time? People with
alopecia who donʼt also have tens of mil-
lions of dollars.”

Taylor said jokes inevitably came at
someoneʼs expense and even if Rockʼs
joke was widely considered a cheap
crack, it was hardly a reason for assault.
“For a start, this is TV so he probably did-
nʼt even write the joke,” said Taylor. “But
even if no one had laughed, that isnʼt a
license to go punch him. I still think Will
Smith is pathetic. “Everyone has some-
thing that is too close to the bone for
them - mine will be different to yours or
Jada Pinkett-Smith. If I have to worry
about everyoneʼs problem in a room, I

would never say anything,” he added.
There has been much debate in recent
years as to whether so-called cancel cul-
ture has forced comedians to tone down
their material.

Cancel culture? 
Rock is among those who have banned

phones at their shows to prevent people
sharing his material online. But Taylor said
cancel culture was not a real problem.
“Comics are just as rude and outspoken
as they have always,” he said. “But what
sometimes happens is you have a room
with 400 people, and everyone laughs at a
joke, but one person goes home and
tweets that their particular issue has been
triggered. “And that gets traction because
theyʼre followed by people with a similar
issue, and it makes it seem to journalists
that there is a problem.”

In fact, the opposite is true, he said,
since the internet has allowed comics to
build a fan base without relying on tradi-
tional gatekeepers. “Thereʼs this massive
notion of being cancelled, but cancelled
from what? No one watches TV any-
more.” Is Taylor more worried about being
knocked out, then? “If I didnʼt want to piss
people off, I wouldnʼt be a comedian,” he
said. “I am, as yet, un-lamped. But Iʼm
sure it will happen one day.”— AFP

This combination of pictures shows US actor Will Smith (right) approaches US actor Chris
Rock, and slaps him onstage, during the 94th Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood,
California. — AFP 

British actor Anthony Hopkins speaks onstage during the 94th Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in
Hollywood, California. — AFP 

Oscars ratings
bounce back as
Will Smith hooks
viewers

The Oscars were in desperate need
of a ratings boost-and, on a night
when Will Smith stunned viewers by

slapping Chris Rock on stage, some
15.36 million Americans tuned in.
Preliminary audience figures, revealed by
broadcaster ABC on Monday, represent a
significant recovery from last yearʼs
record-low 9.85 million live viewers,
although they are still the second-lowest
in televised Academy Awards history. The
moment when Smith struck comedian
Rock for quipping about his wifeʼs hair-
loss condition immediately went viral
online, launching countless memes and
opinions both defending and condemning
the best actor winner.

The ratings recovery mirrors those of
several other awards shows including
televisionʼs Emmys in September and the
recent Screen Actors Guild award cere-
monies.  Many award shows were forced
to stage virtual or low-key ceremonies in
2021 because of the pandemic, and drew
unusually low audiences. Oscars figures
last year fell by around 50 percent from
the previous ceremonyʼs 23.6 million,
which was already a record low, as award
shows struggle to remain relevant in an

era of social media and binge-watching
on streaming networks.

Academy producers this year resorted
to innovations such as pre-taping the
announcements of winners in several
less starry Oscars categories, and adding
a “fan favorite” prize for a film voted by

Twitter users. Sunday nightʼs show also
ended with a historic win for “CODA,”
which featured a mainly deaf cast, and
was the first best picture triumph for a
streaming service. But it was an unscript-
ed and highly controversial moment that
created the Oscarsʼ talking point Sunday,
as Smith strode onto the Oscars stage
and slapped Rock for a joke comparing
his wife Jada Pinkett Smith to the charac-
ter “G.I. Jane.” Pinkett Smith suffers from
alopecia, a condition causing hair loss.
Official ratings will be released on
Tuesday.—AFP

US actor Chris Rock speaks onstage during the
94th Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood,
California. — AFP 
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Hair loss: Women
speak of the pain
of going bald

Hair loss among women is painful,
depressing and embarrassing,
according to Jada Pinkett Smith

and other celebrities who have gone pub-
lic with their feelings. The subject has
rushed into the public consciousness
after Will Smith slapped comedian Chris
Rock for making a joke about Pinkett
Smithʼs lack of hair at the Oscars. Pinkett
Smith spoke out for the first time in 2018
about her diagnosis of alopecia, a med-
ical term referring to the loss of hair.

“It was one of those times in my life
where I was literally shaking with fear,”
the actress and director said on her
online show “Red Table Talk.” “And that
was when I was like, ʻOh, my God. Am I

going bald?ʼ” Democratic
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley, who
went public with her diagnosis in 2020,
took to Twitter on Monday. “Letʼs talk
about what itʼs like to live with #alopecia,”
she posted. “The deeply vulnerable & dif-
ficult moments that our families see.
Appreciation post for those who hold us
down & support us when weʼre at our
lowest points. They see us, fully.”

As Hollywood inches towards a health-
ier balance between female beauty ideals
and the lived reality, more actresses have
begun speaking out about the impact of
losing their hair-due to stress, hormonal
changes after giving birth and even
COVID-19. “This is so not glamorous, but
itʼs true: I need to take longer showers so
that I can collect the hair that falls out and
throw it away so I donʼt clog the drain.
Why do actresses never talk about that?”
Selma Blair told People magazine in 2011
after giving birth.

Alyssa Milano, who says she lost her
hair after being infected with coronavirus,
said it had affected her whole sense of
self. “Itʼs hard, especially when youʼre an

actor and so much of your identity is
wrapped up in those things like having
long silky hair and clean skin.” Actress
Ricki Lake wrote on Instagram in 2020
that she had struggled for her whole life
with hair loss. “It has been debilitating,
embarrassing, painful, scary, depressing,
lonely, all the things. There have been a
few times where I have even felt suicidal
over it.”

Oscar winner Viola Davis said she had
tried to hide the effects of her alopecia
with wigs. “I had a wig I wore around the
house. I had a wig that I wore to events. I
had a wig that I wore when I worked out,”
she told an interviewer. “I never showed
my natural hair... I was so desperate for
people to think that I was beautiful.”
Davis, who has been more open about
the subject in the last decade, even
included it in the series “How to Get Away
with Murder,” when her character, a
strong-willed lawyer and teacher,
removes her wig exposing her very short
hair.

The National Alopecia Areata
Foundation (NAAF) called Monday for
more people to learn about the condition.
It said alopecia areata, a specific type of
balding caused by an autoimmune disor-
der that makes hair often fall out in
clumps, affects about seven million peo-
ple in the United States and about 147
million worldwide. “It can be unpre-
dictable and cause significant physical,
emotional/mental health, psycho-social,
and financial burdens-and there is no
cure, effective treatment or standard of
care,” the NAAF said. “Alopecia areata
does not discriminate and can affect any-
one at any age and may be a temporary
or life-long condition. Many people living
with the condition are suffering, and we
must do better to support this community
and erase the stigma, discrimination, and
societal barriers that persist.”— AFP

Despite technology transforming
several aspects of the world we
live in today, beekeeping in

Yemen is still considered as a hereditary
tradition kept alive and shared by many
Yemeni families. Just as in herding and

agriculture, it would not be strange to
find small beehives near any given
Yemeni household, which benefits from
the extra income generated the pro-
duced honey. — KUNA

US actor Will Smith (left) and Jada
Pinkett Smith attend the 94th
Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in
Hollywood, California. — AFP 


