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WELLINGTON: Tournament favorites Australia suf-
fered a major setback Tuesday on the eve of their
Women’s World Cup semi-final against the West Indies,
losing all-rounder Ellyse Perry to injury. Captain Meg
Lanning confirmed the six-time champion Australians
would be without Perry, who suffered back spasms dur-
ing the group stage win over South Africa last week.
Twenty-year-old all-rounder Annabel Sutherland is
likely to replace the accomplished Perry, 31, in
Wednesday’s semi-final, as she did against Bangladesh
last Friday, when Australia completed a seven-from-sev-
en record in the group stage.

Lanning would not rule Perry out of contention if
they qualify for Sunday’s final in Christchurch against
either South Africa or England, who clash on Thursday.
“She batted a little bit in the nets and felt okay, but she
certainly just wasn’t in a position, unfortunately, to be
able to perform at the level needed,” Lanning said. “We

will keep assessing her as we go if we are to progress
but the team and the squad is very focused on tomor-
row and making sure that we’re putting out our best
game because everything else is irrelevant.”

Perry claimed figures of 3-22 against the West Indies
two weeks ago, in a seven-wicket win which was
achieved with nearly 20 overs to spare, typical of their
dominant performances at the tournament. The
Caribbean side have exceeded expectations by qualify-
ing in fourth place for the semi-finals. Their progress
went down to the final ball of the last group game on
Sunday when South Africa dramatically eliminated
India, prompting scenes of wild celebration at the West
Indies’ team hotel.

Knockout experience
Defending champions England will carry momentum

into Thursday’s game in Christchurch-a replay of the

2017 semi-final-having won four straight matches after
losing their opening three. England captain Heather
Knight believes her team’s experience of playing
“knockout cricket” in the latter half of the group stage-
they could not afford to lose a match if they were to
qualify-is invaluable. “Having that mentality to have the
pressure on you and that if you lose you’re out, we’ve
had that for a while now,” said Knight. “So I think that
will be a really useful thing for us.”

Second-ranked South Africa lost only one match, to
Australia, in the group stage. Their powerful batting
line-up, led by Laura Wolvaardt, will fancy their chances
of turning the tables on England, who got up to pip
them by two wickets with two balls to spare at the same
stage in 2017. Wolvaardt has plundered 433 runs at an
average of 61.85 in the tournament, more than any other
batter. Australia’s Lanning comes next with 358 at
59.66.— AFP

WCup favorites Australia 
suffers a major setback

Ellyse Perry

England-South Africa square up again

ABK supports 
support key 
youth-driven 
initiatives
KUWAIT: In line with its ongoing efforts to sup-
port key youth-driven initiatives, Al Ahli Bank of
Kuwait (ABK) sponsored the final match of the 29th
edition of the Kuwait Crown Prince football Cup
between Kuwait SC and Al-Arabi SC. The event
took place in collaboration with Kuwait Football
Association at Sheikh Jaber Ahmad International
Stadium. The final match was held under the patron-
age and presence of His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who
ordered that the entry to the match be free of cost.
The match welcomed a number of sports enthusi-
asts to celebrate the event. ABK’s support for the
Kuwait Crown Prince Cup stems from its commit-
ment to making a difference in the communities in
which it operates and its adherence to supporting
youth centric initiatives. 

The championship highlighted the importance of
sports in the Kuwaiti society and its contributions to
creating a positive and encouraging environment.
The Kuwait Crown Prince Cup is a countrywide
annual football tournament created in 1994. The
current season runs from 19th January 2022 to 30th
May 2022.The football tournament has gained
immense popularity because of the participating
teams and their skills par excellence. 

The original time of the match ended with a 1-1
draw and continued during the overtime, which
resulted to penalty kicks. Al-Arabi SC showcased
their powerhouse skills during penalties and cele-
brated their eighth victory after beating Kuwait SC
in an action-packed 5-4 penalty shootout. Speaking
on the occasion, Fawzy Al Thunayan, General
Manager of Board Affairs at ABK said: “ABK is

delighted to sponsor the
annual Kuwait Crown
Prince Cup.  This initiative
further reinforces our
dedication to offering
continuous support for
activities that have the
potential to elevate the
calibre of sports in the
country. We believe that
fostering sports within
the society helps build a
community spirit and
endorses healthy living in
Kuwait. We aim to create

a memorable occasion for everyone involved
through this collaboration, leading to a more signifi-
cant impact across the wider community. We are
pleased to be a prominent part of this event.”

ABK participates and hosts several other football
tournaments, including the ABK football tourna-
ment, which is part of the Bank’s annual social pro-
gram designed to engage with the youth by encour-
aging sport and a healthy lifestyle from an early age.
The Bank is also closely involved with several local
sporting entities, which includes the Future
Champion Football Academy, overseen by a Kuwaiti
team certified by the Kuwait and Asian Football
Federation. 

Fawzy Al Thunayan,
General Manager of
Board Affairs at ABK

Gujarat win battle 
of IPL newcomers 
against Lucknow
MUMBAI: Mohammed Shami’s three wickets and
a batting blitz by Rahul Tewatia helped Gujarat
Titans begin their IPL journey with a thrilling win
over fellow debutants Lucknow Super Giants on
Monday. Chasing 159 for victory, Gujarat were in
trouble at 78-4 but Tewatia smashed an unbeaten
40 off 24 balls to make his team win by five wick-
ets and two balls to spare in Mumbai.

Shami set up the win for Gujarat after he
returned figures of 3-25 to restrict Lucknow, led
by KL Rahul, to 158-6. “This was the right game
for us to be on either side and learn, but have
learnt a lot by winning,” said Gujarat skipper
Hardik Pandya. “Shami is known for his seam
positions and he got us to a great start. We would
have any day taken 160 on this wicket.” Gujarat,
owned by CVC Capital-a US capital venture
fund, slipped when Pandya fell for 33 to elder
brother Krunal Pandya’s left-arm spin.

The wicket ended a 57-run partnership with
Matthew Wade, who soon got out for 30. David

Miller, who made 30, and Tewatia-both left-hand
batters-put together 60 off 34 balls to swing the
momentum back in Gujarat’s favor. “The wicket
was so good that Miller and I were discussing
that we would take it deep and it’s a matter of
just one over,” said Tewatia. “After I hit that six
with the reverse sweep, that got (Ravi) Bishnoi
thinking.”

Tewatia completed the chase with his fifth
four-he also struck two sixes-with partner
Abhinav Manohar hitting 15 off seven balls.
Earlier Shami rattled the Lucknow top-order with
three early strikes including getting Rahul caught
behind for nought on the first ball of the match
and bowled Quinton de Kock for seven. Shubman
Gill took a stunning catch while backwards to
send back Evin Lewis out for 10 off Varun Aaron
before Lucknow hit back with fifties from Deepak
Hooda (55) and Ayush Badoni (54).

Both Gujarat and Lucknow, owned by Indian
tycoon Sanjiv Goenka’s RPSG conglomerate,
have added to the Twenty20 spectacle in the
world’s most valuable cricket tournament that
has expanded to 10 teams and 74 matches.
Former champions Rajasthan Royals  and
Sunrisers Hyderabad open their IPL campaign
on Tuesday with the first game of the season in
Pune-one of the two cities hosting the league
matches with limited crowds due to Covid-relat-
ed restrictions.— AFP

Middlesex’s
Walallawita granted
British citizenship
LONDON: Middlesex’s Thilan Walallawita, who nar-
rowly escaped a devastating tsunami as a boy in Sri
Lanka, has been granted British citizenship, the English
county announced Tuesday. His change in status will
soon see the 23-year-old left-arm spinner registered
as a local cricketer, which means his selection will no
longer be governed by rules restricting the use of
overseas players in the English domestic game.

“I’ve been waiting for this moment for a very
long time and it feels like today a massive weight
has been lifted off my shoulders,” Walallawita said in
a Middlesex statement. “I’ve been a part of this
county for 10 years and since I first started it’s been
my ambition to play as a local player-at last that day
has come.”

Walallawita moved to Britain with his family six
years after the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami which killed
over 30,000 Sri Lankans and devastated large parts of
his home country. In England, Walallawita joined
Potters Bar Cricket Club, north of London. After work-
ing his way up through Middlesex’s youth system, he
became the county’s leading Second XI wicket-taker

in the 2019 season, a performance which led to his first
full professional contract with the club in 2020.

He made both his first-class and T20 debuts for
Middlesex later that summer and his List-A debut
in 2021. “We are absolutely thrilled that Thilan is
now in a position to be registered as a local crick-
eter and his career with the club can continue to
thrive,” said Middlesex’s head of men’s performance
cricket, Alan Coleman. “As a left-arm spinner with
immense talent, Thilan is a rare breed in modern
day cricket, and is someone that we have high
hopes for in the game.”— AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Disabled Table Tennis team col-
lected 11 medals (one gold, four silver and six bronze),
at the Arab Clubs Championship that was held at the
Olympic village in Egypt with 42 players from Kuwait,
Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and Algeria participating. Irada

Disabled Club Player Fahad Al-Otaibi won the gold
medal in the singles. Malak Hadi Al-Enezi from Irada
won the women’s singles silver medal and third place
in teams. Chairman of Irada Club Duaij Al-Hajiri laud-
ed the achievements of the clubs in the first Arab
Championship. He said the large number of medals is
a good incentive.

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand’s Kane Williamson
makes a run during the first day of the first cricket test
match between New Zealand and Pakistan at the Bay
Oval in Mount Maunganui yesterday. — AFP 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Tumooh Sports Club for the men-
tally disabled spent nine days at the Expo 2020 in
Dubai, where they showcased and displayed aware-
ness works besides sports, and gained respect. The
participation added a patriotic flavor to Kuwait pavil-
ion as it coincided with national day celebrations.

Tumooh Club participated with 34 players from
both genders in addition to coaches and administra-
tors. The delegation was headed by Chairwoman of the
Club, Rihab Buresli and the National Director of
Kuwait special Olympics. The presentations included
patriotic musicals under the supervision of Talal Al-
Asousi as well as dances from Kuwait heritage.

The players also introduced the Bocci game, which

is sanctioned by special Olympics. Buresli was
pleased with the success of the club’s participation
and appreciated the congratulations from the
Information and Culture Minister Hamad Rouheddeen
during his visit to Kuwait Pavilion at Dubai Expo
2020. She also thanked Public Authority for Sport, as
well as the players’ parents who accompanied their
children to Dubai. 

Kuwait Tumooh Sports Club shines in Dubai

Disabled Table Tennis 
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