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MIAMI: Daniil Medvedev moved into
the last 16 of the Miami Open on
Monday with a comprehensive straight-
sets triumph over Spain’s Pedro
Martinez. The Russian top seed remains
the favourite for the title and his 6-3, 6-4
victory was as clinical as the one which
sent Andy Murray out of the tournament
in the previous round.

Martinez competed well but once he
was broken by Medvedev midway
through the second set, the reigning US
Open champion never looked back and
wrapped up the win in one hour and 24
minutes. “I hit 14 aces and felt pretty
good, the second set was tight but I
managed to stay consistent,” said
Medvedev during a courtside interview.
The 26-year-old will regain the world
number one ranking by making the semi-
finals in Miami. Medvedev will face 21-
year-old Jenson Brooksby after the
American defeated Roberto Bautista
Agut 6-3, 5-7, 6-4 on Monday.

Brooksby made headlines at the start
of the tournament for throwing his racket
towards a ball-boy during a first round
win which resulted in a $15,000 fine.
Brooksby knows he has to channel his
emotions in the correct way and hopes
his decent form continues against
Medvedev. A run to the fourth round of
the US Open last year has been backed
up with a last 16 defeat in Indian Wells
and now the chance to reach the quar-
ter-finals in Miami.

“This is a big learning curve for me,”
he told AFP. “I am definitely the type of
player that needs to play with emotion.
“But as my coach has said I have to work
on balancing it better and finding other
ways to let out frustration because what
happened was unacceptable and I am
definitely sorry. I need to learn from
what happened. “Daniil’s got a very solid
game and is obviously in the top two in
the world for a reason but the more
matches I play on these big stages can
only help me.” 

Swiatek cruises
In another development, Naomi

Osaka will face American Danielle
Collins for a place in the semi-finals of
the Miami Open after the Japanese star
beat Alison Riske 6-3, 6,4 on Monday.
Osaka has responded strongly in Florida,
advancing to the quarter-finals after
leaving Indian Wells in tears earlier this
month after being heckled by a fan.

The four-time Grand Slam champion,
who received a walkover in the previous
round, is yet to drop a set and remains
one of the favorites to land the title. “I
am definitely happy,” Osaka said after-
wards. “Last year I got to the quarters in
Miami after winning in Australia and I am
winning matches here this year too but I

feel more grateful-this is one of the
funnest times of my life.” “There were a
lot of things running through my mind
last year,” added Osaka who was able to
stay firmly on the front foot against
American Riske while saving seven of
eight break points faced.

“Maybe it was trying to return to
number one or other things which aren’t
that important but at the time was so
heavy in my head. I am just happy to be
healthy,” added Osaka, who recently
revealed she has benefited from therapy
to address her mental health issues.
Ninth seed Collins, who reached the
semi-finals in Miami in 2018, beat Ons
Jabeur 6-2, 6-4 earlier in the day.

Newly minted world number one Iga
Swiatek also advanced comfortably on

Monday, sweeping aside the 14th-seed-
ed Coco Gauff 6-3, 6-1 in 1hr 16min. The
second-seeded Swiatek, who took over
the top ranking on Friday in the wake of
the shock retirement of Ashleigh Barty, is
now on a 14-match unbeaten streak. The
20-year-old Pole won the WTA 1000
event in Doha and then took victory at
Indian Wells earlier this month.

She is bidding to become only the
fourth woman to win Indian Wells and
Miami in the same season after Steffi
Graf, Kim Clijsters and Victoria
Azarenka. Swiatek believes she is a more
complete competitor now than when she
triumphed in the pandemic-delayed
French Open in 2020 for her maiden
Grand Slam win. “Right now I feel more
prepared and I feel like I’m in a better

place,” Swiatek said. “So there is more
excitement and more like satisfaction
and actually like positive thoughts and
emotions.

“Because after Roland Garros, it was
really a mess... I have been doing well
like cutting off the expectations from the
outside. It was always, for me, harder to
deal with my own expectations that I had
for myself.” While Swiatek is looking to
extend her winning streak, Czech
teenager Linda Fruhvirtova’s impressive
run came to an end in the last 16. The 16-
year-old-the youngest player to reach
the fourth round since 2004 - was elimi-
nated by fifth seeded Spaniard Paula
Badosa. Badosa powered to a 6-2, 6-3
victory in 1hr 22mins to advance to the
last eight. — AFP

FLORIDA: Naomi Osaka of Japan returns a shot to Alison Riske of United States during the
Women’s Singles match on Day 8 of the 2022 Miami Open presented by Ita˙ at Hard Rock
Stadium on March 28, 2022.

FLORIDA: Daniil Medvedev of Russia serves to Pedro Martinez of Spain during the Miami Open
at Hard Rock Stadium on March 28, 2022 in Miami Gardens. —AFP photos
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Osaka books quarters as Swiatek cruises

Zain ‘main 
partner’ of IAME
Series Kuwait
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, announced its main
partnership with the IAME Series Kuwait
karting competition, organized by the
Kuwait Club for Motorsports (KCM)
throughout the weekend at Kuwait Motor
Town in Arifjan. The event witnessed great
participation from crowds and karting
enthusiasts alike. 

Zain is a strong believer in the vital role
played by private sector institutions in
developing the local youth and sports sec-
tors. The company makes this belief a reali-
ty by supporting and shouldering many of
the major competitions and sporting events
hosted by the nation, including this compe-
tition that is part of the global IAME Series. 

Zain was present at Kuwait Motor Town
in Arifjan via its dedicated booth, where it
presented many entertainment activities
for visitors. The company also awarded the
winners of the event’s various categories.
The competition offered a safe and com-
petitive environment for racers from all
ages to compete at the fourth and fifth
rounds for a chance to win the honor of
representing Kuwait at the final round to
be held in October in France.  

Zain is proud to continue supporting
and sponsoring many Kuwaiti athletes who
represent the nation across local, regional,
and international arenas, and attain the
highest accolades, many of which compete
in motorsports. Zain’s role not only focuses
on economic and business activities, but

also extends to contribute significantly to
various areas within the Kuwaiti society,
including sports. The company has endless
confidence in the competencies of Kuwaiti
athletes and their capabilities in excelling
in different fields, on both regional and
international levels. 

NEW YORK: National Football
League teams will be required to hire
at least one minority offensive assis-
tant coach as part of a drive to boost
diversity across the sport, NFL own-
ers announced Monday. The measure,
which comes amid recent controversy
over the NFL’s record over the hiring
and promotion of minority coaches,
will be in place for the 2022 season.

The initiative was adopted and
passed by all 32 clubs during the NFL
owners’ annual meeting in Florida.
Pittsburgh Steelers owner Art
Rooney II said the measure reflected
the increasing tendency for head
coaches to come from the ranks of
offensive assistants. “It’s a recognition
that at the moment, when you look at
stepping stones for a head coach,
they are the coordinator positions,”
he told ESPN.

“We clearly have a trend where
coaches are coming from the offen-
sive side of the ball in recent years,
and we clearly do not have as many
minorities in the offensive coordinator
(job),” added Rooney, the chairman of
the NFL’s Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion committee. NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell told

clubs last month the league’s record
of hiring minority candidates to head
coaching jobs had been “unaccept-
able.” It came after sacked Miami
Dolphins coach Brian Flores accused
the NFL and certain clubs of racist
hiring policies in a lawsuit.

On Monday, Goodell provided
details of a new advisory committee
made up of outside experts that will
study diversity hiring practices before
reporting back to the league with rec-
ommendations. “We’ve worked for
years and made progress in many
areas to ensure that staff and leaders in
our office and at our clubs reflect the
racial and gender makeup of America,
but we have more work to do, particu-
larly at the head coach and front-office
level,” Goodell said in a statement
announcing the six-strong committee.

“This esteemed group’s work will
help us bui ld a more inclusive
league. We look forward to their
recommendations-and to continuing
our conversations with other outside
experts, community and civil rights
leaders... to make our efforts and
those of the clubs more effective so
that real and tangible results will be
achieved.” —AFP
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