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PM calls for improving 
peoples’ quality of life

Sheikh Sabah speaks about major challenges facing governments

 News in brief

KUWAIT: Amiri Diwan conveyed on 
Wednesday HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s greetings to citizens and resi-
dents on the advent of the holy month 
of Ramadan. The Diwan thanked Allah 
that this year’s Ramadan comes while 
the repercussions of the COVID-19 
pandemic are receding, urging every-
one to continue following relevant 
health guidelines to maintain their 
health and safety. It added HH the 
Amir cannot receive citizens or resi-
dents wishing to congratulate him on 
the holy month of Ramadan, wishing 
everyone well. The Diwan wished 
wellness and prosperity for the lead-
ership and people of Kuwait, wishing 
them many glad returns of this bliss-
ful occasion. — KUNA

Amir greets citizens, 
residents on Ramadan 

HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on Wednesday addressed 
Kuwait’s statement at the World Government Summit 
hosted by Dubai, calling for collective global action to 
improve peoples’ quality of life. The premier called for 
a rapid international response and joint efforts by gov-
ernments to pave the way for improving the quality of 
life of all nations.  

Employment of advanced technological and digital 
solutions to enhance business environments, social, 
economic and environmental structures requires gov-
ernments’ joint vision on drawing up strategic and leg-
islative schemes as well as policies, in addition to uti-
lizing advanced technologies to attain sustainable 
development, he said.  

Kuwait had laid the cornerstone for government 
knowhow through the launch of the “national center 
for economic knowledge”, tasked with multiple mis-
sions for building a robust and advanced economy in 
line with Kuwait’s 2035 vision. Moreover, it is seeking 
to set up and apply the knowledge index for public 
establishments for measuring the gaps between their 
performance and outcome, in cooperation with the 
World Bank, HH the Prime Minister said, expressing 
pleasure for proposing the index as a Kuwaiti initia-
tive, sharing with other states expertise and potentials 
for upgrading performance of the governments, their 
apparatuses and institutions.  
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DUBAI: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah addresses 
Kuwait’s statement at the World Government Summit on March 30, 2022. — KUNA 

World Cup ball ‘fastest ever’ 
 
DOHA: FIFA on 
Wednesday launched the 
2022 World Cup ball for 
the finals in Qatar, prom-
ising it would travel faster 
in the air than any ball in 
the history of the compe-
tition. The ball made by 
Adidas is called Al Rihla, 
which means “the journey” in Arabic, and its 
design “is inspired by the culture, architecture, 
iconic boats and flag of Qatar”, FIFA said in a 
statement. — AFP

Saudi deposits $5bn in Egypt 
 
CAIRO: Saudi Arabia has deposited $5 billion at 
Egypt’s central bank, according to state media in 
both countries, a day after Qatar pledged $5 bil-
lion in investment and amid a surging wheat 
import bill. The Egyptian and Saudi governments 
have signed a draft agreement for Saudi invest-
ments in the country totaling a projected $10 
billion. — AFP 

Temp rises twice world average 
 
DUBAI: Temperatures in the Middle East and 
Central Asia have risen 1.5 degrees Celsius since 
the 1990s, twice the global average, according to 
an International Monetary Fund report released 
on Wednesday. The region is on the “frontlines” 
of the climate crisis, with food security and pub-
lic health in danger, and increased risks of pover-
ty and conflict, the report warned. — AFP 

Lynching a US hate crime 
 
WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday signed into law a bill finally making 
racist lynchings a federal hate crime, ending 
more than a century of delays in outlawing the 
symbol of what he called “pure terror”. Anyone 
convicted under the new law will face up to 30 
years in prison. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: MP Hamad Al-Matar strongly criticized 
on Wednesday the government’s educational policy, 
saying Kuwait spends on education as much as 
Finland, which occupies the top spot in education in 
the world, but said the end result in Kuwait is as good 

as in Uganda. He said that there is an educational gap 
of 4.8 years in Kuwait, meaning that people who are 
18 have the educational skills of people who are 13 
years old. The lawmaker said that 51 percent of chil-
dren aged 10 and under cannot read simple texts. 

MPs also called on the government to adopt a 
strict naturalization policy to protect the country’s 
national identity, adding that only those who 
deserve it should be given citizenship. Debating the 
government’s five-year program during a regular 
session on Wednesday, MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji said 
the government should counter those who under-
mine national identity and stop granting Kuwaiti cit-
izenship except to those who deserve it. 

MP Bader Al-Humaidi charged that at one stage, 

the country’s population swelled from just 200,000 
people to one million through forgery in granting 
citizenship. Many lawmakers had in the past called 
on the government to launch a wide-scale investi-
gation into claims that as many as 400,000 people 
had illegally obtained Kuwaiti citizenship. 

Humaidi also called on the government to tackle 
the imbalance in the demographic structure in the 
country, where expatriates form some 70 percent 
of the population of 4.6 million. Turaiji stressed 
there is an urgent need to implement policies to 
employ Kuwaiti citizens in place of expatriates. 
Minister of Oil Mohammad Al-Fares pledged to 
the Assembly to accelerate plans to Kuwaitize all 
jobs in the oil sector. 

51% of children 
aged 10 unable 
to read: MP

RIYADH: US Special Envoy for Yemen Tim Lenderking speaks during a confer-
ence on Yemen’s war hosted by the GCC on March 30, 2022. — AFP 

GAZA: Palestinians buy dried fruit for the holy month of Ramadan in Khan 
Yunis on March 30, 2022. — AFP 

RIYADH: Talks on Yemen’s devastat-
ing war started in the Saudi capital 
Wednesday, but without the Houthi 
rebels, hours after the Riyadh-led 
coalition announced a ceasefire for the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. The 
week-long discussions in the Saudi 
capital are hosted by the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council headquar-
tered there and include United 

Nations envoy Hans Grundberg and 
Washington’s Tim Lenderking. 

The talks come after the Saudi-led 
coalition backing the Yemeni govern-
ment said it would cease military 
operations during Ramadan, which 
starts when the crescent moon is spot-
ted on Friday or Saturday. The Iran-
backed Houthis - who rejected joining 
talks held on the territory of its enemy 
- days ago also made a surprise offer 
of a truce and of a prisoner swap. The 
ceasefire, the first since April 2020 in 
Yemen, has been respected so far. 

The recent flurry of statements 
brings a glimmer of hope in a brutal 
war that has killed hundreds of  
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Saudi Arabia 
hosts talks on 
Yemen war

BEIRUT: Russia’s Ukraine invasion, 
which has already exacerbated food 
woes in parts of Africa and the Middle 
East, is marring preparations for the 
holy month of Ramadan and forcing a 
turn to frugal iftar sunset meals. From 
Lebanon to Tunisia and Somalia, 

Muslims who traditionally break a 
dawn-to-dusk fast with lavish family 
meals, are now struggling to secure 
even the most basic staples in light of 
skyrocketing food and fuel prices. 

“High prices affect and spoil the 
spirit of Ramadan,” said Sabah 
Fatoum, a resident of the Zionist-
blockaded Gaza Strip, where con-
sumer goods prices have climbed by 
up to 11 percent, according to 
Palestinian authorities. “We hear that 
prices will rise even more... it’s a bur-
den for people,” the 45-year-old told  
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Muslims face 
frugal Ramadan 
as prices rise


