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PARIS: Five weeks into the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
Kyiv has kept the extent of its military losses under wraps, 
but analysts say the country has probably succeeded in 
limiting the toll thanks to years of preparation and smart 
tactics. Hiding combat deaths and equipment destruction 
is standard procedure in wartime, and both Russia and 
Ukraine have given scant details on losses that are impos-
sible to verify, but surely downplayed in order to keep 
morale up. 

“It’s not clear what the rate of attrition is for the 
Ukrainian forces is. The answer is, We don’t know,” said 
Michael Kofman, a Russia specialist at the CNA think-
tank based in Arlington, Virginia. Ukraine has provided 
just two military status reports since Moscow launched its 
invasion on February 24, initially hoping to overwhelm the 
country’s main cities in just a few days. 

The latest came March 12, when Kyiv acknowledged 
1,300 soldiers killed out of the country’s standing land-
based force of 130,000 troops. Taking a standard wartime 
ratio used by observers of three wounded for every sol-
dier killed, this would mean the fighting has taken around 
5,000 Ukrainian soldiers out of combat — a figure ana-
lysts say is probably much higher. 

Kyiv has been far more eager to discuss Russian loss-
es, giving daily updates that now claim that 17,300 
Russian soldiers have lost their lives. Moscow for its part 
said on March 25 that after a month of fighting it had lost 
1,351 soldiers with 3,825 wounded, with Russian sources 
confirming the death of one general and a senior naval 
commander. 

But NATO officials estimate that of the 150,000 to 
200,000 Russian troops deployed to Ukraine, 30,000 to 
40,000 have been either killed, wounded or taken prison-

er. Ukraine’s army also claims it has killed seven Russian 
generals, a figure that Western officials say would be an 
unusually high casualty rate among military top brass. 

 
‘Perfectly prepared’  

While such differences in tolls are seen as normal in an 
intense information war that is accompanying the ground 
conflict, observers say Ukraine may have had some suc-
cess in limiting losses. Attackers in a conflict risk greater 
losses than defenders, analysts say, while Ukraine has also 
benefitted from considerable improvements in its military 
over the last eight years. 

Even with the help of airborne missile strikes, assault 
forces often struggle to break through positions held by 
smaller numbers of dug-in troops. A recent analysis from 
the France-based Foundation for Strategic Research said 
the conflict provides an “excellent demonstration” of the 
notion of a defensive force being worn down less than an 
attacking force. 

“This is all the more true as Ukrainian forces have 
adopted tactics based on high-tech guerilla operations 
instead of direct confrontation, avoiding Russian firepow-
er,” the analysts said. Analysts also note that since 
Moscow’s 2014 annexation of Crimea and its aid to pro-
Russian separatists in Ukraine’s east, Kyiv has hiked 
defence spending while streamlining its military command 
capabilities. The military budget has tripled to some 3.5 
billion euros ($3.9 billion) in 2021, and Washington has 
sent $2.5 billion in defence aid since 2014 even as NATO 
allies including Canada and Britain have provided training 
help. “The Ukrainians were perfectly prepared, and had 
perfectly deployed their resources,” a Western military 
source, who asked not to be named, told AFP. 

Cutting-edge foreign equipment such as accurate anti-
tank missiles from Britain and the US, as well as TB2 com-
bat drones from Turkey have also allowed Ukraine to limit 
its losses. Ukraine has also been able to tap on large num-
bers of human resources with non-professional soldiers 
willing to swap trades and defend their country. 

As of Tuesday, the widely followed Oryx military 
analysis blog, using photos and videos taken on the bat-

tlefields, set Russia’s losses at 318 destroyed or aban-
doned tanks; over 500 armoured vehicles, 16 fighter jets, 
35 helicopters and two navy ships. On the Ukraine side it 
counted 79 lost tanks, under 200 armoured vehicles, 12 
jets and 13 ships. “There has been such evidence of the 
Russian casualties and massive equipment losses that we 
haven’t seen on the Ukraine side,” said a British military 
observer, who asked not to be named. — AFP 

As Ukraine holds out, its military  
losses remain hard to gauge 

Kyiv has been far more eager to discuss Russian losses

LVIV: Ukrainian soldiers and relatives attend a ceremony at the funeral of the soldier Teodor Osadchyi, killed dur-
ing the Russian invasion, at Lychakiv cemetery in Lviv, western Ukraine, on March 29, 2022. — AFP 

LISMORE, Australia: This handout photograph taken on March 30, 2022, and released by the Australian Defence Force 
shows Australian Army soldiers work with the State Emergency Services (SES) volunteers in a Bushmaster protected 
mobility vehicle while on standby to conduct evacuation tasks in New South Wales town of Lismore. — AFP 

Australian beach  
town inundated  
by floodwaters 
 
 
SYDNEY: The Australian coastal enclave of Byron 
Bay, known for its celebrity residents and idyllic beach-
es, was inundated by floodwaters Wednesday as severe 
storms again battered the country’s east. Torrential rain 
that began Monday proved unrelenting, with nearly 
300 millimetres (11.8 inches) falling in the area in 24 
hours, forcing many shops in the Byron Bay town cen-
tre to close as roads were cut off by rising water levels. 

Byron’s normally buzzing high street-lined with 
popular restaurants, bars and clothing stores-was all 
but empty, transformed into a river by the metre-high, 
mud-brown floodwaters. In the nearby town of 

Alstonville, 420 millimetres of rain fell in 24 hours. By 
Wednesday afternoon, there were 16 evacuation 
orders in place across the affected region, urging 
thousands of people to leave their homes for higher 
ground. For weeks Australia’s east has been smashed 
by extreme weather, fuelled by La Nina weather pat-
terns and climate change. Record rainfalls and deadly 
flooding have killed at least 22 people since early 
February. In Lismore, which last month was devastated 
by record 14.3-metre (47-foot) floods, the town’s levee 
was breached Wednesday morning, sweeping away 
any progress made by a weeks-long clean-up effort. 

The town’s local member of parliament Justine 
Elliot warned residents on social media that the lev-
ee’s siren would not sound because of a malfunction. 
“You MUST get out now,” she wrote on Twitter. 
Lismore business owner and community organiser 
Sally Flannery told AFP that water levels in the town 
had reached the second storey of some homes and 
businesses, as they did last month during record 
floods.—AFP 

Iraq MPs fail for  
third time to elect  
new president   
 
 
BAGHDAD:  Iraqi lawmakers Wednesday failed for a 
third time to elect a new national president for lack of 
a quorum, officials said, deepening the war-scarred 
country’s political crisis. The continued failure by par-
liament to select a president after last year’s elections 
reflects a deep schism between Shiite political group-
ings. “The assembly adjourned its session until further 
notice,” the parliament’s press service said without 
giving a new date. Iraq’s federal court has given law-
makers until April 6 to choose a new president. If that 
deadline is missed, said political scientist Hamza 
Haddad, “we could reach a point where new elections 
are decided to break the deadlock”. 

A parliamentary source told AFP that only 178 out of 
329 lawmakers were present in parliament Wednesday, 
far short of the two-thirds quorum required for the vote. 
As in the previous two aborted votes, last Saturday and 
February 7, Wednesday’s session was boycotted by a 
major Shiite coalition bloc in parliament. 

Half a year after October 2021 legislative elections, 
Iraq still does not have a new president or prime min-
ister, keeping the country in a state of political paraly-
sis. Parliamentarians must first elect the head of state, 
by convention a member of the Kurdish minority, with 
a two-thirds majority. The president then appoints the 
head of government, a post now held by Mustafa al-
Kadhemi. Among the 40 candidates for the presidency, 
two are considered the frontrunners: incumbent 
Barham Saleh, of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), and Rebar Ahmed of the rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP). On February 13, Iraq’s 
supreme court ruled out a presidential bid by KDP-
backed veteran politician Hoshyar Zebari, after a com-
plaint filed against him over years-old, untried corrup-
tion charges.—AFP 

UK apologises for  
hospital scandal  
over 200 baby deaths 
 
 
LONDON: More than 200 babies could have sur-
vived had they been given better care at birth, a damn-
ing report into Britain’s biggest maternity scandal said 
on Wednesday, prompting a government apology. The 
report listed a catalogue of repeated failings at the 
Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust over a 20-
year period from 2000 to 2019. Babies were stillborn, 
died shortly after birth or were left severely brain-
damaged, according to the review, which was ordered 
in 2017 after concern at the high rates of neonatal 
deaths at the hospital group. It also disclosed that nine 
of 12 mothers who died during the period could have 
had “significantly” better treatment, and others were 
made to have natural births when they should have 
been offered Caesarean sections. 

But the state-funded group, which operates several 
hospitals in Shropshire, central England, either failed 
to investigate sufficiently or learn from the cases. The 
report’s author, maternity expert Donna Ockenden, 
said that meant “the true scale of serious incidents... 
went unknown over a long period of time”. 

“To all the families that have suffered so gravely, I 
am sorry,” Health Secretary Sajid Javid told parliament, 
vindicating years of campaigning by those affected. 
“The report clearly shows that you were failed by a 
service that was there to help you and your loved ones 
to bring life into this world.” 

Javid and the hospital trust promised to implement 
the report’s dozens of recommendations, acknowledg-
ing that the care and even compassion given was not 
up to standard. He vowed that those responsible for 
“serious and repeated failures” would be held to 
account. A police investigation is looking at some 600 
cases, he added.—AFP 

Continued from Page 1 
 
Sheikh Sabah greeted Sheikh Mohammad bin 

Rashed Al-Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime 
Minister and Dubai Ruler, ministers and other figures 
who were present. He noted the need for deeper 
examination of governments’ role in the future in the 
shadow of multiple crises, conflicts and continuous 
growth of information technology.  

Among the major challenges facing governments in 
the current century are climate change, water scarci-
ty, geopolitical strife, demographic changes, poverty, 
health crises and economic and financial issues, thus 
a rapid response is required along with inter-govern-
mental efforts to stem these issues’ repercussions and 
seek to transform them into promising opportunities 
that may improve peoples’ quality of life, the Kuwaiti 
prime minister pointed out in his address to the WGS.  

Sheikh Sabah indicated that improving the quality 
of life is possible through technological empower-
ment, global economic link-up, expanding the net-
work of sustainable cities and employing clean ener-

gy. He called for rationing nations’ wealth to ensure a 
sound future for the next generations so they may 
have a stable and secure life.  

As for climate change, the premier affirmed that 
Kuwait has been seeking to implement the Paris 
accord for climate change at the national level to cut 
carbon emissions in the 2015-2035 period. Moreover, 
Kuwait has adopted solutions for employment of 
renewable energy, replacing fossil fuel with liquefied 
gas, building and overhauling oil refineries to produce 
clean fuel, in addition to the state adoption of a strate-
gy designed to attain low carbon emissions until 2050.  

Sheikh Sabah has indicated that governments’ 
roles have been changing with respect of empower-
ment and capacities’ boosting, rather than operating 
and administering, amid intensive employment of 
knowhow and innovation of advanced technologies. 
He underscored the need for a common vision by 
governments to bolster and overhaul the business 
environments, economic, social and environmental 
structures. 

Among the governments’ modern tasks are set-
ting up and updating the knowledge economy, the 
digital economy, innovative structures, and networks 
of scientific research centers so they may become 
capable of facing challenges and meet requirement 
of the third millennium, in addition to improving the 
quality of life. — KUNA 

PM calls for 
improving...
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thousands and left millions on the brink of famine 

in Yemen, long the Arab world’s poorest country. “The 
success of Yemeni consultations is not an option but a 
reality that must be reached,” said GCC secretary-
general Nayef Al-Hajraf in opening remarks. 

Both the UN and US envoys welcomed the GCC 
initiative and praised the warring sides’ pledges to 
temporarily cease hostilities. Lenderking said the US 
supports UN efforts to advance a “durable, inclusive 
resolution” and backs its truce proposal “as a first 
step towards a comprehensive ceasefire and a new, 
more inclusive, political process”. Grundberg said he 
continues to engage “with the parties with a sense of 
urgency to reach this truce by the beginning of 
Ramadan.” 

On Tuesday night, the coalition announced a 
“cessation of military operations in Yemen beginning 
at 6:00 am (0300 GMT) Wednesday”. This, it said, 

“coincides with the launch of Yemeni-Yemeni con-
sultations with the aim of creating the appropriate 
conditions for their success and creating a positive 
environment during the holy month of Ramadan for 
peace making in Yemen”. 

The rebels had on Saturday called a three-day 
truce and offered peace talks, but only on condition 
the Saudis end their blockade and air strikes and 
remove coalition forces from Yemen. A day later they 
said a prisoner swap was agreed that would free 
1,400 of their fighters in exchange for 823 pro-gov-
ernment personnel - including 16 Saudis and three 
Sudanese. The last prisoner swap in Yemen’s war 
was in Oct 2020, when 1,056 were released on each 
side, according to the International Committee of the 
Red Cross. 

Yemen’s devastated economy and its complex 
political situation as well as military matters and 
humanitarian aid are all on the table at the talks in 
Riyadh, even as possible outcomes remain unclear. 
“It is not clear where the Riyadh consultations will 
lead,” said Maged Al-Madhaji, director of the 
Sanaa Centre for Strategic Studies. “The meeting’s 
agenda is still very general, and the discussions will 
be limited to one party and will not include the 
Houthis. — AFP 

Saudi Arabia 
hosts talks on...
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AFP ahead of the holy month that starts this 

weekend with the sighting of the crescent moon. 
Russia and Ukraine, with vast grain-growing 

regions that are among the world’s main breadbas-
kets, account for a huge share of the globe’s exports 
in several major commodities such as wheat, veg-
etable oil and corn. The disruption in export flows 

resulting from Russia’s invasion and international 
sanctions has spurred fears of a global hunger cri-
sis, especially across the Middle East and Africa, 
where the knock-on effects are already playing out. 

The toll is most evident in countries such as 
Yemen, the Arab world’s poorest, where a devastat-
ing war since 2014 has sparked one of the world’s 
worst humanitarian crises. Food prices there have 
doubled since last year and the fact that Ukraine 
supplies nearly a third of Yemen’s wheat imports has 
heightened fears of a deepening famine. Mohsen 
Saleh, a resident of the capital Sanaa, said that 
every year prices shoot up ahead of Ramadan, “but 
this year, they have increased in a crazy way, people 
can’t take it”. “The economic situation is very diffi-

cult,” the 43-year-old told AFP. “Most people in 
Yemen are poor and exhausted.” 

In Syria, where a conflict since 2011 has plunged 
nearly 60 percent of the population into food inse-
curity, Ramadan to many has become a painful 
reminder of better, bygone days. Cooking oil has 
more than doubled in price since the start of the 
Ukraine war and is sold in limited quantities. The 
Syrian government, not spared by its status as a 
staunch Moscow ally, is also rationing wheat, sugar 
and rice. 

“I thought last Ramadan was going to be our 
most frugal,” said Basma Shabani, a 62-year-old 
Damascus resident, looking back at a year also 
marred by the COVID pandemic. “But it seems 

that this year we will remove even more dishes 
from our spread. “We can’t afford more than one 
type of dish on our table anymore and I am wor-
ried that in the future even this one dish will be 
beyond our reach.” 

In Tunis, Ramadan traditions have also been put 
to the test. Food donations, a common custom dur-
ing the holy month, have dropped to a trickle, with 
former benefactors now struggling to source basics 
for themselves. Mohamed Malek, a 20-year-old 
student volunteer, has been collecting Ramadan 
food donations for years. “Our donation cart is usu-
ally full within the hour but this year this is not the 
case,” he told AFP. “Some people are even telling 
us ‘let us find food for ourselves first’.” — AFP 

Muslims face 
frugal Ramadan...


