
A photograph shows a drawing dubbed ‘Le Serment du Jeu de Paume’ by Luc-Olivier Merson,
an interpretation of Jacques-Louis David’s painting in the original format based on David’s
wash study and Jean-Pierre-Marie Jazet’s engraving, at the Jeu de Paume hall in Versailles,
near Paris.—AFP 
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The EU on Wednesday announced
proposals to crack down on “fast fash-
ion” by making clothing easier to

repair and more durable as part of a push
to bolster environmental standards. “Itʼs
time to end the model of ʻtake, make,
break, and throw awayʼ that is so harmful to
our planet, our health and our economy,”
EU Commission Vice President Frans
Timmermans said. 

The plan, which will now be negotiated
by EU member states and lawmakers,
aims to ensure that by 2030 textiles sold in

the EU will be made as much as possible
from recycled fibers and cut down on the
amount of hazardous microplastics they
contain. “Fast fashion should be out of
fashion, and economically profitable re-use
and repair services should be widely avail-
able,” a statement said.  

The proposal would introduce labeling
on clothes detailing how easily recyclable
and environmentally friendly they are. It
would also ban the destruction of unsold
products “under certain conditions”, includ-
ing garments that had not been sold or

were returned to shops. The EU says that
textiles have the “fourth highest impact on
the environment and climate change”
across its 27 nations after food, housing
and transport. 

The bloc estimates that Europeans buy
26 kilograms (57 pounds) of clothing and
household linen, 73 percent of which is
imported, and throw away some 11 kilo-
grams of textiles, or 5.8 million tons in total.
Textile production has doubled worldwide
between 2000 and 2015 but less than one
percent gets recycled, and up to 35 percent

of the microplastics released into the envi-
ronment come from polyester or acrylic-
based clothing.

The textile proposal was part of a

broader “sustainable products initiative” to
bolster existing rules aimed at making
goods more energy efficient and recycla-
ble. The EUʼs executive says it intends to
tighten its requirements on product design
by imposing the use of more durable,
resistant and recycled materials. Goods
would have to be easier to maintain and
repair, with concrete steps envisioned
including facilitating the replacement
smartphone batteries. — AFP

Versailles 
reopens room where 
French democracy
was founded

The Palace of Versailles is reopening
the site of on an often-overlooked part
of its history on Friday with a fully

restored Jeu de Paume Room that hosted
the founding of French democracy. The
room was made in 1686 for Louis XIV to
play Jeu de Paume—also known as “real
tennis”, an early version of the modern
game. But more than a century later, it
became the unlikely venue for a key

moment of the French Revolution.
On June 20, 1789, a group of peopleʼs

representatives, who were demanding
reforms from the monarchy, found their
entry blocked to the hall of deputies in the
palace and looked around for an alternative
meeting place.  They ended up signing the
“Oath of the Real Tennis Room”, vowing to
establish a written democratic constitution.
It led to the formation of the National
Constituent Assembly, which soon after
abolished feudalism and approved the
Declaration of the Rights of Man.

The room is reopening on Friday after
eight months of work, giving the public “a
forgotten part of our history,” Catherine
Pegard, president of the palaceʼs public
administration, told AFP.  It is dominated by
a monumental canvas, also restored, which
was based on the famous unfinished work
by Jacques-Louis David depicting the sign-
ing of the oath. —AFP

Russian, US ISS
record-holders
return to earth
Arecord-breaking US astronaut and

two Russian cosmonauts reached
Earth Wednesday, with tensions

between Moscow and the West soaring
over Russiaʼs invasion of Ukraine, Russiaʼs
space agency Roscosmos said. “The crew
of Roscosmos cosmonauts Anton
Shkaplerov and Pyotr Dubrov, as well as
NASA astronaut Mark Vande Hei, has
returned to Earth,” Roscosmos said after
footage showed the Soyuz descent module
touching down at the expected time of 1128
GMT.

NASAʼs Mark Vande Hei is returning
after setting a new record for the single
longest spaceflight by a NASA astronaut,
clocking 355 days aboard the International
Space Station. Vande Hei is joined by cos-
monaut Pyotr Dubrov, with whom he blast-
ed off from Baikonur in April last year, and
who now holds the record for the longest
mission by a Russian at the ISS.  Anton
Shkaplerov, who is rounding off a standard
six-month mission, is the third member of
the returning crew.

Relations between Moscow and
Washington have been in tatters since the

Kremlin launched an invasion of Ukraine
last month, killing thousands and forcing
four million people to flee the country.
Space was one of the few areas of cooper-
ation between Russia and the West
untouched by the fallout of Russiaʼs annex-
ation of Crimea in 2014, but here, too, ten-
sions are growing.  

The ISS, a collaboration between the
US, Canada, Japan, the European Space
Agency and Russia, is expected to be
wound up in the next decade.  Last month,
Roscosmos chief Dmitri Rogozin, an avid
supporter of what Moscow has called a

“special military operation” in Ukraine, sug-
gested that Western sanctions targeting
Russia in response had put the orbital lab
in jeopardy. “If you block cooperation with
us, who will save the ISS from uncontrolled
deorbiting and falling on US or European
territory?” Rogozin wrote in a tweet last
month—noting that the station does not fly
over much of Russia. Rogozin has also
traded barbs on Twitter with the now-retired
astronaut Scott Kelly, who has been
sharply critical of the invasion.—AFP

Models present creations
from local designers during
the afternoon tea fashion
2022-2023 at Aceh gover-
nor’s palace in Banda Aceh.
— AFP photos

Russian cosmonauts Pyotr Dubrov (right) and Anton Shkaplerov (center) and NASA astronaut
Mark Vande Hei (left) are seen inside the Soyuz MS-19 space capsule shortly after the landing
in a remote area outside Dzhezkazgan (Zhezkazgan), Kazakhstan. — AFP


