
Picture taken on March 18, 2022 of Foo Fighters’ drummer Taylor Hawkins on stage at the
Lollapalooza 2022 music festival in Santiago. — AFP 

Olga Shandyba (left), another Ukrainian mother and children cook in a small flat at the Becov nad
Teplou castle complex, where Ukraininan refugees found a shelter.

Olga Shandyba (second right), another Ukrainian mother and children cook in a small flat at the
Becov nad Teplou castle complex.

In this file photo Jeff Koons is seen.—AFP
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Jada Pinkett Smith took to Instagram
on Tuesday in her first public com-
ments since husband Will Smith

slapped comic Chris Rock at the Oscars.
“This is a season for healing and Iʼm here
for it,” she wrote in a post that had been
liked more than 65,000 times within the first
couple of hours.There was no elaboration
and comments on the post were restricted.

The brief statement came less than 24
hours after Smith issued an apology to
Rock over the attack at Sundayʼs glitzy
Hollywood ceremony. In a shocking
episode broadcast live around the world,
Smith stormed onstage and hit Rock for a
joke about his wifeʼs closely cropped head.
Pinkett Smith has alopecia, a condition that
causes her to lose hair.

Stunned Oscar attendees were initially
unsure if the powerful slap was part of a
skit, until Smith shouted profanities from his

seat. Rock managed to return to the
awards, but the atmosphere at the event
had shifted unmistakably. Moments later,
Smith won the Oscar for best actor, giving a
tearful speech in which he claimed: “Love
will make you do crazy things.”

Trade title Variety reported Tuesday that
the TV audience grew by more than
600,000 during Smithʼs speech. On
Monday, as the Academy of Motion
Pictures and Sciences said they were prob-
ing the assault with view to possible sanc-
tions, Smith said sorry. “I would like to pub-
licly apologize to you, Chris. I was out of
line and I was wrong. I am embarrassed
and my actions were not indicative of the
man I want to be,” the “King Richard” star
wrote on Instagram.

“Violence in all of its forms is poison-
ous and destructive. My behavior at last
nightʼs Academy Awards was unaccept-

able and inexcusable,” Smith said. There
has been no public comment so far from
Rock and no immediate reply to AFP
queries to his representatives. Meanwhile,
takes on the incident have continued to
spiral on social media, with YouTube per-
sonality and boxer Jake Paul offering $30
million for the two men to get in a ring. “I
got $15m for Will Smith and $15m for
Chris Rock ready to go,” he wrote on
Twitter. “Letʼs do it in August on my under-
card.” While neither man has ever boxed
professionally, Smith played Muhammad
Ali in the 2001 biopic “Ali.” — AFP

In this file photo US actor Will Smith
(left) and Jada Pinkett Smith attend

the 94th Oscars at the Dolby Theatre
in Hollywood, California. — AFP 

Foo Fighters
cancel tour 
after Taylor
Hawkins death

Foo Fighters on Tuesday announced
the cancellation of all scheduled tour
dates “in light of the staggering loss of

our brother Taylor Hawkins.” Hawkins, the
50-year-old drummer for the Grammy
award-winning rock group, died over the
weekend in a hotel in Bogota shortly before
the band was set to perform at the Festival
Estereo Picnic on the cityʼs outskirts.

In its statement posted to social media,
Foo Fighters said “weʼre sorry for and
share in the disappointment that we wonʼt
be seeing one another as planned.”
“Instead, letʼs take this time to grieve, to

heal, to pull our loved ones close, and to
appreciate all the music and memories
weʼve made together.”

It is unclear whether any members of
Foo Fighters, the group founded by lead
singer and former Nirvana drummer Dave
Grohl, will still attend Sundayʼs Grammys,
where they had been slated to perform.
The band is nominated for three awards,
Best Rock Album, Best Rock Performance
and Best Rock Song at the upcoming gala.

Preliminary toxicology tests found that
Hawkins had drugs including opioids in his
system before he died, but Colombian
investigators did not specify whether the
mix caused his death. As part of one of the
worldʼs most influential and critically lauded
alternative rock bands, Hawkins was
known for his on-stage charisma and clas-
sic rock-inspired beats, which he once said
were influenced by legends like Phil Collins
and Queenʼs Roger Taylor. Foo Fighters
celebrated their 25th anniversary last year
in a pandemic-delayed tour and had most
recently produced “Studio 666,” a rock-and-
roll horror movie. — AFP

Koons on the Moon
— sculptures 
to be placed on
lunar surface

American pop artist Jeff Koons is to
send sculptures to the Moon later
this year on a spacecraft blasting off

from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida,
his gallery said Tuesday. Koons, one of the
most celebrated and expensive living
artists, is famed for kitsch pieces such as
“Ballon Dog” and “Rabbit,” and his work is
exhibited in galleries around the world. His
latest project “Moon Phases” consists of
physical sculptures that will be left perma-
nently on the lunar surface in a transparent,

thermally coated miniature satellite, the
Pace Gallery in New York said.

Koons will also make unique digital ver-
sions of the sculptures-marking his entry
into the lucrative new world of NFTs (non-
fungible tokens). The sculptures will travel
on the “Nova-C Lunar Lander,” designed by
private company Intuitive Machines, and
will be placed on the surface of the Moon in
the Oceanus Procellarum.

“I wanted to create a historically mean-
ingful NFT project,” Koons, 67, said. “Our
achievements in space represent the limit-
less potential of humanity.” The gallery
released no details on the number or size
of sculptures heading into space, but said
the location will become a lunar heritage
site. It added the project would mark 50
years since Americaʼs last crewed trip to
the Moon. NASA is targeting May for a test
flight of Artemis-1 — an uncrewed lunar
mission-ahead of an eventual crewed land-
ing, likely no sooner than 2026.— AFP

Geneva watch
show returns
under shadow 
of Ukraine war

Switzerlandʼs top luxury watch
fair will resurface this week in
Geneva after two years of

pandemic-induced virtual shows,
but Ukraineʼs raging conflict and
COVID lockdowns in China could
dampen the mood.The Watches
and Wonders show, taking place
from Wednesday until April 5, will
this year see 38 of the biggest high-
end watch brands, including Rolex,
Patek Philippe, Cartier and Tag
Heuer, gathered under one roof.

“We are extremely happy to
have succeeded in setting up this
major fine-watchmaking event in a
difficult health and human context,”
Emmanuel Perrin, head of the
Foundation High Horology (FHH)
said in a statement. “After two years
of pandemic and 100 percent digital
editions, it was important to be able
to gather again the main actors of
our industry.”

High-end watch fairs have long
been a fixture in Switzerland, where
nearly 57,500 people work in the
countryʼs world-renowned watch-
making industry. Many retailers
make an annual trip to Switzerland
during the fair season to put in
orders for the year. But in the digital
age, this show has also become a
precious communications tool for
reaching watch fans, with videos
and presentations from the event
available to all online.

Triumphant return? 
The 2022 edition, being held in

Genevaʼs Palexpo conference cen-
tre, had been expected to signal the
triumphant return of in-person hob-
nobbing over exquisite timepieces,
and booming business for their cre-
ators. After taking a beating during
the first pandemic year in 2020,
when exports plunged 21.8 percent,
the Swiss watchmaking industry
saw a spectacular rebound last
year. Watch exports soared 31.2
percent in 2021, according to Swiss
customs, surpassing not only their
pre-pandemic level, but also the
record-high of 2014.

And during the first two months
of this year, exports swelled nearly
15.7 percent compared to the same
period last year, according to the
Federation of the Swiss Watch
Industry. But the devastating conflict
in Ukraine has put a damper on the
jubilant mood. At first glance,
Russiaʼs invasion should not have
much impact on the industry. Russia
represented only 1.1 percent of
Swiss watch exports last year, and
a number of brands halted their
exports to the country even before
luxury goods were included in the
European sanctions imposed over
the war.

However, the sector is heavily
dependent on tourism and on con-
sumer confidence, both now dealt a
fresh blow after two years of COVID
chaos. And Russia also happens to
be a major supplier of diamonds,
gold and other precious metals
used by high-end watchmakers.
Ongoing large-scale COVID lock-
downs in China-one of the biggest
markets for Swiss watches-has also
cast a shadow over the industry and
this weekʼs show. Some analysts
have already lowered their 2022
forecasts. Jon Cox, a top industry
analyst with the Kepler Cheuvreux
financial services company, recently
slashed his outlook for the year from
eight-percent growth to five, pointing
to the drop in sales in Russia and
on wealthy Russians travelling
abroad-plus the conflictʼs impact on
European clients as a whole.—AFP

Ukrainian seamstress Olga Shandyba
had never lived in a castle until she
fled war for the Czech Republic. Now

she would give anything to leave the fairy-
tale lodgings and return home. The 37-
year-old is among 22 Ukrainian women
and children being housed at a 14th centu-
ry castle in the western Czech Republic
after fleeing the Russian invasion of their
homeland. “We never expected to live in a
castle,” Shandyba told AFP. “Our children
are like princesses. We are like princesses.
For them itʼs an adventure,” she said. “It is
an adventure for us too in a way.”

The Becov nad Teplou castle is home of
the St Maurus Reliquary, a cherished 13th-
century artifact said to contain the remains
of St John the Baptist, among others. It is
considered by some the second most valu-
able artifact in the country after the Czech
crown jewels. Becov is now also home to a
dozen Ukrainian refugee children and 10
mothers of various backgrounds, including
a florist, a lawyer and a piano player. “We
are very grateful for the quiet, the warmth,
the kindness,” said Shandyba, who fled
heavy shelling in her hometown of
Okhtyrka by train.

Of more than four million Ukrainian
refugees fleeing the war, the Czech
Republic has welcomed 300,000. The
countryʼs National Heritage Institute has
earmarked 110 beds at 17 different her-
itage sites to provide free shelter as part of

the relief effort.

Blue and yellow 
The Institute has so far registered 66

refugees-a third of whom are living in
Becov nad Teplou, including in a dormitory
normally used for out-of-town tour guides.
“This year, we will only hire local guides
who have a place to stay,” Becov caretaker
Tomas Wizovsky told AFP. Nastya Bidkova,
a singing teacher from Ukraineʼs Dnipro,
said it was “absolutely unexpected” to live
in a castle. “We felt very lucky when we

arrived at night and saw a beautiful castle
with our flags out of the window. It was real-
ly nice,” she told AFP.

Becov had no problem sourcing
Ukrainian flags as blue and yellow were the
colours of its former owners, the
Questenberg family, Wizovsky said. “We
had them in store and could fly them
almost the instant the decision was taken to
show our solidarity,” he said.

The town of Becov nad Teplou, with few-
er than 1,000 inhabitants, has welcomed
more than 60 Ukrainian refugees over the

past month. Housed in hotels, pensions
and private homes as well as the castle,
the children now attend the local school.
The town is also taking care of visas and
essentials like linen and towels, as well as
jobs which, however, are hard to find. The
refugees received a free tour of the castle
with all its gems and the town held a get-
together to welcome the newcomers.

ʻDidnʼt talkʼ 
The children have begun to relish the

opportunity and shake off their fears. “For
the first two days they didnʼt talk, they were
timid, too quiet after all their suffering and
travel,” Wizovsky said. “Now they are nor-
mal children.” But despite the hospitality,
the shadow of the Russian invasion looms
large. The childrenʼs mothers often look
worried, smiles are rare, and they opt to
indulge in odd jobs to keep their minds from
wandering.

“Yes, they are living in a castle, but
thereʼs certainly no bonus involved,”
Wizovsky said.  Bidkova said she would
rather swap the experience for Ukraine. “To
get back to our families and our men who
are fighting for peace over there,” she
explained. Shandyba too said she wanted
to return to her own house. “If itʼs still stand-
ing,” she added. — AFP

Ukrainian flags hangs from the windows of the Becov nad Teplou†castle, where Ukraininan refugees
found a shelter, in Becov nad Teplou, Czech Republic. — AFP photos


