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WELLINGTON: A double-century opening stand car-
ried tournament favorites Australia to a commanding
157-run win over the West Indies on Wednesday and a
place in the Women’s World Cup final. Australia dominat-
ed their rain-shortened semi-final in Wellington from the
outset, built around a 216-run stand-the highest of the
tournament-between experienced openers Alyssa Healy
and Rachael Haynes. An imposing score of 305 for three
off a reduced 45 overs was never threatened by the West
Indies, who succumbed for 148 in the 37th over.

The six-time champions Australia are unbeaten at the
50-over tournament and will face either South Africa or
2017 winners England in the final in Christchurch on
Sunday. Play started nearly two hours late because of
misty rain and Healy, in particular, struggled for timing in
the early stages after Australia were sent in on a damp
Basin Reserve pitch. She accelerated as the sun came out,
posting 129 off 107 balls to register a fourth one-day
international century and fell four runs short of her
career-best score. The wicketkeeper-batter used her feet
to excellent effect against the spin-based Caribbean
attack, smashing 17 fours and a six. She didn’t hit a
boundary until the 12th over but said Haynes had remind-
ed her to remain patient. “I hope I’ve learned my lesson
by now, that it doesn’t necessarily have to happen all at
once,” Healy said. “I love batting with Rach, she’s a calm-
ing influence.” Haynes compiled 85 off 100 balls while the
late runs came via unbeaten knocks from captain Meg
Lanning (26) and Beth Mooney (43).

Dropped catches 
It was a disappointing performance from the sixth-

ranked West Indies, who were loose in the field, drop-
ping a handful of chances, and they struggled for
momentum with the bat. Captain Stefanie Taylor was
their top scorer with a careful 48, but she lacked sup-
port after top-order pair Deandra Dottin and Hayley
Matthews both departed for 34.

Their hopes weren’t helped by injuries suffered in
the f ield to bowlers Chinelle Henry and Anisa
Mohammed, with neither able to bat, meaning
Australia needed to take only eight wickets. Taylor
said her players felt like they were on the back foot
from the outset as Healy and Haynes established
themselves. “A partnership like that deflates the
team and, the pressure they applied, we couldn’t get
over that,” she said. “When you looked up, they
were 100 without loss and all the dropped catches
didn’t help us.”

Lanning was relaxed that her team weren’t pushed
to the limit. “I’ve been involved in some very stressful
semi-finals in the past and we came in expecting a
very difficult game,” she said. “The West Indies
bowled well at the front and put us under pressure but
it was a good game plan we had, to build a good
base.” The second semi-final pits defending champions
England against second-ranked South Africa in
Christchurch on Thursday, a repeat of the 2017 last-
four thriller that was decided in the final over.— AFP

Healy hits century; Australia 
power into World Cup final

Tournament favorites beat West Indies

WELLINGTON: West Indies’ captain Stefanie Taylor plays a shot watched by the Australia’s wicketkeeper Alyssa
Healy (right) during the Women’s Cricket World Cup semi-final match between Australia and the West Indies on
March 30, 2022. — AFP

MASHHAD: Iran supporters wave the national flag during the 2022 Qatar World Cup Asian Qualifiers football
match between Iran and Lebanon, at the Imam Reza Stadium on March 29, 2022. — AFP

Ochoa inducted to 
LPGA Hall of Fame 
after rule change
LOS ANGELES: Mexican legend Lorena Ochoa was
inducted into the LPGA Hall of Fame on Tuesday after
the tour lifted a 10-year requirement for players to be
considered for enshrinement. Ochoa won 27 LPGA
titles, including two majors, but had been ineligible
because her career only spanned 2003 to her 2010
retirement. But the LPGA Hall of Fame committee
dropped the 10-year requirement on Tuesday.

“It’s an honor to receive this recognition. It was
unexpected and very special to me,” Ochoa said. Beth
Daniel, a Hall-of-Famer and committee member, said
the 10-year rule dated from the tour’s early days when
it was felt players needed to play longer to support the
LPGA. “I think we’ve seen the tour is strong enough
now that we don’t need that requirement, so the com-
mittee decided to do away with it,” Daniel said. 

“If you make the Hall of Fame in less than 10 years,
more power to you. We shouldn’t keep you out of the

Hall of Fame for that reason.” Ochoa, inducted to the
World Golf Hall of Fame in 2017, won major titles at
the 2007 Women’s British Open and 2008 Kraft
Nabisco Championship. She was the 2003 LPGA
Rookie of the Year and a four-time LPGA Player of the
Year from 2006 to 2009, when she also won the Vare
Trophy for lowest scoring average.

Ochoa was world number one for 158 consecutive
weeks, the longest total and consecutive weeks atop
the rankings. Ochoa was in her backyard when she
received a call with the news. “I was taken aback and I
was very moved. Never imagined,” Ochoa said. “I
walked around the garden several times and laughed
to myself for several minutes.” The committee also
inducted in the honorary category the original 13
founding members of the LPGA Tour.

“The 13 LPGA Founders were true pioneers
whose collective passion, determination and fore-
sight changed the course of history for women’s
sports,” LPGA commissioner Moll ie Marcoux
Samaan said. “It’is time to welcome them all into the
LPGA Hall of Fame, recognizing the indelible impact
they made on the game.” LPGA players must win 27
points to earn Hall membership, one point coming
from each win and award with two for major wins.
The committee added Olympic wins for one point to
the criteria.— AFP

Medvedev, Zverev 
reach Miami last 8, 
angry Kyrgios out
MIAMI: Top seed Daniil Medvedev moved within one
victory of reclaiming the world number one ranking by
advancing to the ATP and WTA Miami Open quarter-
finals, defeating American Jenson Brooksby 7-5, 6-1
on Tuesday. Australian Open runner-up Medvedev ral-
lied from 3-5 down in the first set to win 10 of the last
11 games and advance after 80 minutes. “It wasn’t easy
at the start but when he didn’t convert a double break
point I managed to find another gear, playing better,
and I managed to get on top,” Medvedev said.

“I tried to keep my energy up. At the start it wasn’t
enough so I pumped myself up and tried to close it out
as soon as possible.” Medvedev will next play either
defending champion Hubert Hurkacz, the eighth seed
from Poland, or South African Lloyd Harris. A victory
to reach the semi-finals would move the 26-year-old

Russian back into the top ranking on Monday after he
surrendered the spot to Novak Djokovic.

Medvedev matched his best Miami showing, a last-
eight run in 2021, by defeating 39th-ranked Brooksby.
“Jenson has the potential to be a top player. He’s play-
ing better than his ranking,” Medvedev said. “But I
knew it wouldn’t be easy on this surface. It doesn’t suit
my game perfectly.” World number four Alexander
Zverev’s push to land his first title of the year moved a
step closer as the German second seed reached the
quarter-finals by beating Australian Thanasi
Kokkinakis 6-4, 6-4.

Kokkinakis, who along with compatriot Nick
Kyrgios, won the Australian Open doubles title,
appeared to struggle with a chest injury in the second
set and Zverev moved through the gears when it mat-
tered to set up an encounter with Norway’s Casper
Ruud for a place in the semi-finals. “He is in the fourth
round for a reason so I’m just happy to come
through,” Zverev said. “I won my first Masters event
here and reached my first quarter final so this tourna-
ment has been good to me.” Kokkinakis hit eight aces
but was unable to break the German’s serve. Ruud
made light work of British number one Cameron
Norrie, winning 6-3,6-4.

Kyrgios has fiery exit
Kyrgios lost his head in the Miami heat and spent

his fourth-round match delivering a blistering verbal
assault on Brazilian match umpire Carlos Bernardes
before crashing out 7-6 (7/3), 6-3 in the last 16 to
Italy’s Jannik Sinner. The Australian became involved
in a running war of words after the walkie-talkie of
Bernardes went off mid-point in the first set. Kyrgios
was seething with Bernardes, cal l ing him “an
absolute clown” before raging: “This is one of the
biggest tournaments and you guys can’t do your job.
It’s embarrassing.”

The Aussie also snapped: “You wonder why no one
watches this sport. It’s a laughing stock.” Kyrgios
refused to let his anger lie and, having already
received a code violation for an audible obscenity, was
hit with a point penalty at 5-3 in the first set tie-break
for unsportsmanlike conduct after appearing to talk
with a friend who was sitting courtside. A game penal-
ty was then issued at the start of the second set after
Kyrgios shattered his racket.

Kyrgios, who said earlier this week that he was at
“peace” with himself on and off the court, was also
involved in a bizarre incident on the Grandstand court
when a fan ran onto the playing surface and managed
to get a selfie with him. “I knew Nick was trying to
raise his level,” Sinner said. “But I just tried to stay
calm somehow and be in the present moment.” The
ATP fined Kyrgios $25,000 on Tuesday for smashing
his racket and an audible obscenity during his match at
Indian Wells against Rafael Nadal.— AFP

Iran again bans
women from 
football stadium
TEHRAN: Iran has once again denied women entry
to a football stadium to watch an international match,
leaving hundreds of ticketed fans locked out, Iranian
media said Wednesday. The World Cup qualifier
against Lebanon on Tuesday night, won 2-0 by Iran,
was played at the Imam Reza stadium in the north-
eastern city of Mashhad. “About 2,000 Iranian
women, who had bought tickets for the Iran-Lebanon
match, were present in the perimeter of Imam Reza
stadium, but could not enter the stadium,” ISNA news
agency said.

Iran’s team captain Alireza Jahanbakhsh joined in
criticism of the lockout. “I don’t think anything would
have happened if women had come to the stadium,
and this could promote our culture,” he said, quoted
on IRIB state television. Mohsen Davari, governor of
Mashhad, told IRIB: “I apologise that many people
couldn’t enter the stadium...” “Unfortunately, a large
number of people outside the stadium were deprived
of watching the game.”

In the face of the controversy, President Ebrahim

Raisi on Wednesday instructed the interior ministry
to look into the incident. For his part, Iran’s attorney
general Mohammad Jafar Montazeri said on radio
that “if conditions allowed the sale of tickets to
women, a suitable place had to be found for them”.
The case was “not acceptable... and shows poor man-
agement”, he said. In January, women were allowed to
attend an international for the first time in almost
three years, for a World Cup qualifier against Iraq.

The Islamic republic has generally barred female
spectators from football and other sports stadiums
since it was established in 1979. Clerics, who play a
major role in decision-making, argue women must be
shielded from the masculine atmosphere and sight of
semi-clad men. But world football’s governing body
FIFA ordered Iran in September 2019 to allow women
access to stadiums without restriction and in numbers
to be determined according to demand for tickets.

The FIFA directive, threatening Iran’s suspension
from competit ions, came after a fan, Sahar
Khodayari, died having set herself on fire in fear of
being jailed after trying to attend a match in dis-
guise. She had reportedly been detained in 2018 as
she tried to enter a stadium dressed as a male. Her
death sparked an outcry, resulting in calls for Iran
to be banned and its matches boycotted. FIFA had
been pushing for years for Iran to open its stadiums
to women, but Tehran had until 2019 only allowed a
limited number of women to attend matches on rare
occasions.— AFP

FLORIDA: Daniil Medvedev of Russia serves to Jensen
Brooksby during the Men’s Singles match on Day 9 of
the 2022 Miami Open presented by Ita˙ at Hard Rock
Stadium on March 29, 2022.— AFP

Samson leads Royals
to big IPL win over
Hyderabad
PUNE: Sanju Samson led from the front with a blister-
ing 55 as Rajasthan Royals opened their season cam-
paign in the IPL with an emphatic 61-run win over
Sunrisers Hyderabad on Tuesday. The captain, playing
his 100th match for Royals who won the inaugural
Indian Premier League edition under late Australian
star Shane Warne in 2008, guided his team to 210 for
six in Pune.

Royals’ bowlers led by Prasidh Krishna, who rattled
the top-order including dismissing skipper Kane
Williamson for two, restricted Hyderabad to 149-7
despite an unbeaten 57 by Aiden Markram. “I think
every season we come with great dreams, it’s a fran-
chise that takes good care of us,” man of the match
Samson said of his side that finished in the bottom two
among eight teams in the last three editions. “Our
owners trust us, give us space. One game at a time.”

Leg spinner Yuzvendra Chahal claimed three wick-
ets to reach 250 scalps in T20 matches and pace
bowler Trent bowler took two wickets. Samson, a wick-
etkeeper-batter, remained the hero after he smashed
three fours and five sixes in his 27-ball blitz and put on
a key stand of 73 with Devdutt Padikkal, who made 41.
West Indies left-hand batter Shimron Hetmyer hit 32 off

13 balls and recorded two sixes to take the Royals’ total
past 200 after being out into bat first.

‘Raw pace’ 
Hyderabad’s Umran Malik clocked speeds of over

148 kmph (92 mph) and claimed two wickets including
English opener Jos Buttler, who survived a few
reprieves including being caught behind on a no-ball
in the opening over, for 35. “Incredibly exciting, he’s
got that raw pace, hopefully he continues to evolve as
a cricketer,” Williamson said of the 22-year-old
express bowler from Indian-administered Kashmir.

“He’s young, got some experience last year which
was really valuable and I’m sure he’ll just continue to
get better.” Williamson’s dismissal though raised eye-
brows after he was ruled out, caught at first slip when
the ball seemed to touch the grass before it went into
the hands off a diving Devdutt Padikkal who took a
rebound off Samson’s gloves. The TV umpire ruled in
the bowlers favour but Hyderabad coach Tom Moody
said “we were very surprised that he was given out,
particularly when we saw the replay.

“I can understand the on-field umpires taking it
upstairs when that happened and we saw the evidence
certainly. We are not umpires but it looked pretty clear
to us what the decision was.” The 15th edition of the
IPL, the world’s most valuable cricket tournament, has
expanded to 10 teams and 74 matches but league
games have been restricted to just two cities-Pune and
Mumbai-and crowds are limited in size due to coron-
avirus-related restrictions. Royal Challengers
Bangalore take on Kolkata Knight Riders on
Wednesday at Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadium.— AFP


