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Kuwait Times will not publish its print 
edition from 3rd May till 7th May, but 
readers can stay informed with break-
ing news and information via 
KuwaitTimes.com and our digital 
media channels on Instagram, Twitter 
and Facebook: @KuwaitTimes.

NOTICE

Kuwait welcomes Eid with 
joy after 2 years of curbs

Ramadan Kareem

Eid Al-Fitr in Islam

Temperatures forecast to rise during Eid in Kuwait
KUWAIT:  Citizens and residents in 
Kuwait were preparing on Sunday to 
welcome Eid Al-Fitr on Monday with 
palpable joy and enthusiasm as they 
appeared relieved of the painful coron-
avirus restrictions that were in force for 
the last two years in the country. This 
year, they can go to  mosques for 
prayers and attend family gatherings 
and spend outings with relatives unhin-
dered as in the past.  

The first day of Eid Al-Fitr begins on 
Monday in Kuwait marking the end of the 
holy fasting month of Ramadan.  The oth-
er Gulf states Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar and Bahrain are 
celebrating Eid Al-Fitr from Monday. Eid 

Al-Fitr celebrations follow the end of 
Ramadan which lasts 29 or 30 days 
based on when the crescent moon is 
sighted. Countries which marked the 
beginning of the holy month of Ramadan 
on April 2 will thus conclude the 30th 
day of Ramadan on May 1.  

“By Allah’s grace, I am very happy 
today. The festival mood of Eid is here 
once again,” said expat Abdul Sattar, with-
out hiding his happiness. In the last two 
years, Eid festivities remained subdued in 
most of the world, overshadowed by the 
coronavirus restrictions and lockdown.  

Cutting across religious boundaries, 
several social groups and organizations 
have organized Eid gatherings from 

Monday lasting for a week. Palestine, 
Syria, Yemen, Lebanon, Egypt, Sudan, 
Turkey, Iraq, Australia and Singapore will 
also mark the Eid Al-Fitr on May 2.  

Meanwhile, Kuwait will experience hot 
weather as of Monday, first day of Eid Al-
Fitr and the temperature is forecast 
throughout the holiday to hover around 
38-43 degree Celsius, the national mete-
orological center said on Sunday. 
Meteorologist Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi said 
that the weather remained moderate on 
Sunday and the temperature ranged 
between 24 and 28 degree Celsius. It will 
be sunny in the first days of Eid Al-Fitr 
holidays and partially cloudy on Thursday 
and Friday, amid some dust. —Agencies

KUWAIT: People shop at a clothing store to prepare for Eid Al-Fitr in 
Kuwait City. — Xinhua 

By Hassan Twaha Bwambale 
 

Celebrations in Islam are a blessing from 
Almighty Allah in that all of them come 
after accomplishing an act of worship. 

We have two main celebrations in Islam viz Eid 
Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha. When Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) arrived in 
Madinah, he found its inhabitants celebrating 
two occasions. Upon asking them, they said, 
“We used to celebrate these occasions during 
the Ignorance Era (Jahiliyya). He then informed 
them that The Loving Allah has substituted 
those two occasions with two better ones viz 
Eid Al-Fitr (festival of breaking the fast) and Eid 
Al-Adha (festival of sacrifice). (This Hadith was 
classified as authentic by Imam Ibn Hajar.)  

Muslims officially celebrate these two occa-
sions, which occur after Ramadan and after the 
pilgrimage, or hajj. Once during Eid Al-Adha, 
the festival of sacrifice, Abu Baker (first caliph in 
Islam) visited Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and 
found two maidens singing and playing tam-
bourines. He reprimanded them saying, “Do you 
play Satan’s equipment in the house of the 
Messenger of Allah?” Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) woke up to Abu Baker’s voice and said, 
“Leave them alone Abu Baker! Indeed every 
people have their own festival and this is our 
festival.” (Reported by Imam Muslim) 

Major celebrations in Islam: The religious 
festival of breaking the fast (Eid Al-Fitr) is one 
of the two major holidays celebrated by Muslims 
around the world.  This Eid (festival) commemo-
rates the end of the fasting month of Ramadan. 
It is an occasion for special prayers, family visits, 
gift-giving and charity. It takes place over one 
to three days, beginning on the first day of 
Shawwal, the 10th month in the Islamic lunar 
calendar. It is highly recommended and merito-
rious that Muslims give Zakat Al-Fitr (compul-
sory charity for ending the worship of obligato-
ry fast) to the poor and the needy so that they 
too enjoy themselves on Eid. Therefore, its pur-
pose is to purify those who fast from any inde-
cent act or speech, and to help the poor and the 
needy enjoy the Eid without fear and worry. 
Abdullah bin Abbas (may Allah be pleased with 
him) narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) prescribed the Zakat Al-Fitr as a means 
of purifying the fasting person from shortcom-
ings in his fast, and as a means of providing food 
for the poor and the needy.  
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BAGHDAD: A photograph taken on May 1, 2020 shows the 17 Ramadan 
mosque in the Iraqi capital Baghdad during a severe sand storm.  —AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanese university students who fled Ukraine are now strug-
gling to complete their education back home.—AFP

ISTANBUL, Turkey: Turkish riot police officers arrest a protester during the 
annual May Day (Labor Day) demonstration marking the international day 
of the workers near Taksim square in Istanbul, on May 1, 2022. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Iraq on Sunday was yet 
again covered in a thick sheet of orange 
as it suffered the latest in a series of 
dust storms that have become increas-
ingly common. Flights were grounded 
due to poor visibility at airports serving 
the capital Baghdad and the Shiite holy 
city of Najaf, with the phenomenon 
expected to continue into Monday, 
according to the weather service. 

“Flights have been interrupted at 
the airports of Baghdad and Najaf 
due to the dust storm,” the spokesman 
for the civil aviation authority, Jihad 

Al-Diwan, told AFP. 
Visibility was cited at less than 500 

meters (550 yards), with flights expected 
to resume once weather improves. Iraq 
was hammered by a series of such 
storms in April, grounding flights and 
leaving dozens hospitalized with respira-
tory problems. Amer Al-Jabri, of Iraq’s 
meteorological office, previously told 
AFP that the weather phenomenon is 
expected to become increasingly com-
mon “due to drought, desertification and 
declining rainfall”. 

Iraq is particularly vulnerable to cli-
mate change, having already witnessed 
record low rainfall and high tempera-
tures in recent years. Experts have said 
these factors threaten to  bring social 
and economic disaster in the war-
scarred country. — AFP 

Iraq again hit  
by dust storms

BEIRUT: Lebanese university stu-
dents who fled Ukraine are now 
struggling to complete their education 
back home, facing a precarious future 
as an unprecedented economic crisis 
crushes their country and their career 
prospects. “Even war is better than 
being here,” said 25-year-old Yasser 
Harb, who left Kyiv just two days 
before Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24. 

The final-year medical student is 

now back in a country where electric-
ity is scarce, public services are dys-
functional at best, the local currency 
has collapsed and living costs have 
skyrocketed. 

He and fellow students are now 
battling to continue their studies 
remotely while others face interrup-
tions amid obstacles to transferring 
their enrolment. Beirut said in late 
March that around 1,000 students  
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Lebanese students in limbo 
after fleeing Ukraine 

ISTANBUL: Turkish police on 
Sunday detained more than 160 pro-
testers who were trying to hold a May 
Day rally in defiance of a ban imposed 
by the governor’s office. AFP images 
showed riot police clashing with pro-
testers near Istanbul’s Taksim Square, 
pinning some of them forcefully to the 
ground before rounding them up in a 
police car. 

The Istanbul governor’s office said 
164 people were held after staging 
“an unauthorised rally” and refusing 
to disperse despite police warnings. 
An AFP photographer saw around 20 

protesters detained near Taksim 
Square. “Long live May Day,” some of 
them shouted. “Labour and freedom! 
Long live May Day.” There are often 
detentions during the annual May 1 
workers’ holiday. 

Taksim has been a flashpoint on 
May Day with frequent clashes since 
34 people were killed there on May 1, 
1977. A small group led by the 
Confederation of Turkish 
Revolutionary Trade Unions attended 
an officially approved event at Taksim 
Square. 
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Turkey detains dozens 
after May Day clashes


