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TIGRAY: The teenage refugee from the war-torn 
region of Tigray in Ethiopia had just had a narrow 
escape from drowning in the Mediterranean Sea-like 
countless others before him. Even so, as he stood on the 
crammed deck of a rescue boat, 16-year-old Aber 
Hageria was already thinking of how to help his family 
once he gets to Europe. For Hageria made the journey 
alone. “I want to help my family. To work in Europe to 
send them money,” he told AFP on board the Medecins 
Sans Frontieres (MSF) ambulance boat, Geo Barents. “I 
have a double responsibility: to give them back what 
they gave me, and to get them out of a region where 
there is still conflict,” he added. 

The 17-month war between government forces and 
the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) has creat-
ed a humanitarian crisis in northern Ethiopia and 
sparked fears of famine in Tigray, which has been 
under a de facto blockade for many months, accord-
ing to the UN. 

Hageria was pulled out of an overloaded dinghy with 
another 101 people off the Libyan coast on April 23. 

Struggling to stand amidst the other migrants lying on 
deck, he watched an improvised hairdressing session 
with some consternation. “That’s not the way to do it. 
He’s not cutting anything here,” he pointed out, with the 
experience of someone who has handled clippers many 
times on his journey into exile. Hageria is just one of the 
748 unaccompanied minors rescued by the MSF boat 
since its mission began in May 2021. 

Children who make the journey alone are among the 
most vulnerable of the thousands of exiles trying to 
reach Europe, said Julie Melichar, MSF humanitarian 
affairs officer on board the Geo Barents. “Lacking the 
protection of an adult, they must be able to access their 
rights and the child protection that is part of that... in a 
safe place in Europe”,” she said. 

All countries are obliged to apply the International 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted in 1989, 
she added. Several of Hageria’s seven brothers, are 
fighting in the TPLF. Tattoos on his skeletal forearms 
pay tribute to them, to his parents and his sister. “I love,” 
reads one. Hageria said he barely had time to escape 
when the fighting broke out.  

 
‘Completely isolated’  

“The war came on suddenly. I fled for my life. But 
once I left, I couldn’t come back,” he told AFP. “Tigray is 
completely isolated by the central government. There is 
no electricity, no water, no access to food.” 

With two friends and a phone, he crossed the border 
from Ethiopia into neighbouring Sudan and, after a 16-
month odyssey, eventually reached Libya. He did not 
talk much about his experiences on the road. But when 

the discussion turned to Libya, he gestured to signal 
bound wrists and beatings. “Libya is a really dangerous 
country,” he said. He paid $9,000 (8,500 euros) to 
smugglers to cross the Mediterranean, he said-a sum his 
relatives collected for him. “I haven’t talked to my family 
in a long time,” he said. 

The central Mediterranean is the deadliest sea 

route in the world. More than 1,553 people disap-
peared in 2021 en route to Europe, according to the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM). As 
the Geo Barents was headed towards the port of 
Augusta in Sicily, Hageria kept himself busy helping 
with English translation and applying bandages to 
injured fellow migrants. — AFP 

Teenager from war-torn region of Tigray  
recounts 16-month refugee odyssey 

6,400 civilians were murdered in a ‘systematic way’ between 2002 and 2008 

‘I have a  
double  

responsibility’
AT SEA: Aber an unaccompanied minor from Ethiopia (C) stands on the deck of the Geo Barents, an ambulance 
boat deployed by Medecins Sans Frontieres (Docteurs Without Borders) in the Mediterranean Sea. The 16-year-old 
was rescued on April 23 off the coast of Libya, pulled from a dinghy with 101 people on board. —  AFP 

HAYS, Yemen: Yemeni pro-government forces deploy on the road linking the districts of Hays and Al-Jarrahi 
on the front lines, to secure the movement of citizens and goods in Yemen’s war-ravaged western province 
of Hodeida. —AFP 

 
 

Two rockets target  
coalition troops in  
Iraq, no casualties 
 
 
FALLUJAH, Iraq:  Two rockets targeting a 
base in western Iraq hosting US-led coalition 
troops on Saturday crashed near the complex 
without causing casualties or damage, security 
sources said. 

“Two rockets fell outside the Iraqi base of 
Ain al-Asad,” a security forces statement said, 
adding there were no “losses”. The base, con-
trolled by Iraq, is located in the desert in the 
western Anbar province and hosts foreign 
troops from the coalition fighting the Islamic 
State group. 

A coalition official told AFP there was “no 
impact on the installation reported” and “no 
coalition personnel injuries reported”. A previ-
ously unknown group calling itself 
“International Resistance” claimed the attack 
on a pro-Iran channel of messaging app 
Telegram. 

Rockets and drones frequently target the 
Ain al-Asad base. On April 8, the coalition said 
it shot down an armed drone targeting the 
facility, reporting no casualties or damage. 

Dozens of rocket and armed drone attacks 
have targeted US troops and interests in Iraq in 
recent months. Western officials have blamed 
hardline pro-Iran factions for the attacks, most 
of which go unclaimed. 

The coalition ended its combat mission in 
Iraq in December, four years after the Baghdad 
government declared victory over the jihadists. 

But roughly 2,500 American soldiers and 
1,000 coalition soldiers remain deployed in 
three Iraqi-controlled bases across the country, 
including Ain al-Asad, to offer training, advice 
and assistance to national forces. — AFP

Yemen truce could  
help reverse  
humanitarian crisis 
 
 
SANAA, Yemen: The United Nations has warned of a 
“worsening” humanitarian situation in Yemen but said a 
fragile two-month truce since early April could help 
reverse the situation. “The worsening humanitarian crisis 
in Yemen is a reality that we need to urgently address,” 
UN humanitarian coordinator for Yemen, David Gressly, 
said in a statement released late Saturday. 

“Over 23 million people-or almost three-quarters of 
Yemen’s population-now need assistance... an increase 
of almost three million people from 2021,” he said. 
Gressly urged donors to take advantage of a UN-bro-
kered truce that has largely held since April 2. “The UN-
led truce is a vital opportunity for aid agencies to scale 
up life-saving assistance and to reach more people in 
acute need quickly, including in areas where access was 
limited due to armed conflict and insecurity,” he said. 

“For aid agencies to immediately step up efforts, we 

count on sufficient donor funding. Otherwise, the aid 
operation will collapse despite the positive momentum 
we are seeing in Yemen today,” Gressly warned. 

He said the UN needs around $4.3 billion for its 2022 
humanitarian response plan for Yemen “to reverse a 
steady deterioration of the humanitarian situation”. The 
plan aims to target 17.3 million people, he said, adding 
that nearly 13 million people “are already facing acute 
levels of need”. Yemen’s conflict pits the Saudi-backed 
government against Iran-aligned Huthi rebels who 
seized the capital Sanaa in 2014. Intense fighting that 
broke out the following year when a Saudi-led military 
coalition intervened has killed more than 150,000 peo-
ple, while more than 200,000 others have died indirect-
ly, including through hunger, unsafe water and disease, 
UN agencies estimate. 

Eighty percent of the 30 million population is 
dependent on aid. The truce, which can be renewed, has 
provided the impoverished country with a rare respite 
from violence. It has also seen oil tankers begin arriving 
at the port of Hodeida, potentially easing fuel shortages 
in Sanaa and elsewhere. The truce also involved a deal 
to resume commercial flights out of Sanaa’s airport for 
the first time in six years, though the inaugural flight 
planned for late April was postponed indefinitely, with 
each side blaming the other for holding it up. — AFP

Leading Algeria  
opposition  
figure freed  
 
 
ALGIERS, Algeria: One of Algeria’s leading opposition 
figures, Karim Tabbou, was released Saturday after 24 
hours in detention for unknown reasons, his lawyer said. 
Toufik Belala, writing on Facebook, said Tabbou was 
summoned to appear again before police on Wednesday. 

The lawyer did not elaborate and was unavailable for 
further comment. Tabbou was one of the most-recognis-
able faces during unprecedented mass rallies, led by the 
Hirak pro-democracy movement, that began in February 
2019. The protests demanded a sweeping overhaul of the 
ruling system in place since the North African country’s 
independence from France in 1962. He was detained 
Friday evening at his home, rights groups said. 

His brother Djaffar wrote on Facebook: “He was 
arrested arbitrarily and in a terrifying way, without being 
given the right to contact his family or a lawyer.” 
Algeria’s Human Rights League (LADDH) said on its 
Facebook page there was “no news on the reasons for 
this new arrest”. Tabbou, 47, had been detained but then 
released on other occasions, including just before last 
June’s parliamentary election, which the Hirak movement 
boycotted. His last public activity was on Thursday when 
he attended the funeral of Hirak activist Hakim Debbazi. 
On Tuesday, Tabbou published on his Facebook page a 
“homage” to Debbazi, who died after two months in cus-
tody. “Physically dead, the martyrs of the just causes are 
more than alive,” Tabbou wrote. 

He blamed authorities for the death of “modest and 
humble” Debbazi and said the activist had been “com-
mitted body and soul to the Hirak”. Tabbou called on 
people to honour Debbazi’s “sacrifice” and “continue our 
fight for the advent of a state of law”. Tabbou leads a 
small, unregistered opposition party, the Democratic 
Social Union (UDS). In March 2020, he was sentenced 
to one-year in jail for “undermining national 
security”.The conviction stemmed from his criticism of 
the army’s involvement in politics. 

The Hirak protests forced longtime president 
Abdelaziz Bouteflika to step down. Demonstrations con-
tinued in a push for deep reforms but the movement 
waned when the coronavirus pandemic struck. —AFP 
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Whoever pays it before the Eid prayer will have 

it accepted from him as Zakat (Al-Fitr). And if any-
one pays it after the prayer, then it will be regarded 
as any optional charity.” (Al-Albani rated it as 
Hasan (authentic) in Saheeh Abi Dawud # 1, 609)  

Cause for celebration: The main reason for the 
Muslims to celebrate Eid Al-Fitr is their conviction 
that Almighty Allah has forgiven their sins. Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Whoever fasts in 
Ramadan out of pure faith and hoping for reward 

from Allah, he will be forgiven his previous sins. And 
whoever stands in Prayer and devotion during the 
Night of Power, his previous sins will be forgiven.”  
(Al-Bukhari # 1901)  

 
 
Courtesy of the TIES Center: As one of the 

projects funded and managed by Kuwaiti Society 
for Cultural Dialogue, TIES aims at empowering 
Kuwait’s expats through social and educational 
services that promote a positive and productive 
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for 
intra- and interfaith interactions that promote 
social solidarity. For more information, please call 
25231015/6 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net.

Eid Al-Fitr in...
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had managed to leave Ukraine, long a destination for 

Lebanese seeking more affordable universities. At least 
340 of them have registered with Lebanon’s education 
ministry to continue their studies. 

But Education Minister Abbas Halabi said none of 
those registered had joined a private university in 
Lebanon, noting that most had arrived mid-semester. 
He acknowledged that students “whose universities in 
Ukraine were bombed could not even recover their 
transcripts” to proceed with re-enrolment back home. 
Bassam Badran, president of the country’s only public 
university, the Lebanese University, said returning 
students would have to wait until the next academic 
year to enrol. 

“They will have to pass the entrance examination at 
the start of the next school year,” he said. 

Since returning, Harb has been struggling to com-
plete his degree online from his family home in south 
Lebanon, as power cuts of up to 23 hours a day wreak 
havoc with his internet connection and his studies. Even 
electricity from expensive private generators can be 
unstable and rarely covers the gaps. 

“Slow internet makes it hard to understand what our 
teachers are saying and affects our grades,” he told AFP, 
adding that he was thinking of returning to Ukraine 
once flights resume. 

The capital Kyiv has managed to maintain electricity 
supply despite the ongoing conflict, and public trans-
port has remained functional, with life steadily resuming 
a semblance of normalcy. 

“In Kyiv, at least I had all the basic services,” Harb 
said. Samer Dakdouk, a fifth-year medical student at 
university in Kharkiv, is also struggling to adjust to 
studying from remote in Lebanon. 

“Nothing is easy for us here,” said the 23-year-old, 
who occasionally interns at a hospital in Beirut. — AFP 

Lebanese students 
in limbo after...
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A usually bustling square lined with cafes and 

hotels, Taksim was also the epicentre of 2013 anti-
government protests. Protests initially erupted over 
an attempt to save adjacent Gezi park from demoli-
tion at the hands of the government but grew into a 
broader movement against President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who was then prime minister. 

Critics accuse Erdogan of amassing great power, 
trampling on human rights and quashing dissent. 

An Istanbul court on Monday condemned lead-
ing rights activist Osman Kavala to life prison, a rul-
ing that stunned Turkish civil society and prompted 
criticism from Ankara’s Western allies. 

He was convicted of financing the 2013 protests. 
The court also handed 18-year jail terms to seven 
other defendants, including architects, urban plan-
ners, a film producer and academics. 

In the meantime, thousands gathered on Sunday 
on the Asian side of Istanbul in an authorized rally 
to celebrate May Day. “Long live our May Day 
struggle,” they chanted. —AFP

Turkey detains 
dozens after May...

KABUL: Afghanistan’s supreme leader appeared pub-
licly for only the second time in six years on Sunday, 
telling worshippers celebrating Eid al-Fitr the Taleban 
had achieved freedom and security since seizing power 
last year. Speaking just two days after a bomb ripped 
through a mosque in Kabul, an atmosphere of height-
ened security surrounded the man introduced as 
Hibatullah Akhundzada, the chief of the Taleban. 

“Congratulations on victory, freedom and success,” 
he told thousands of worshippers at the Eidgah 
mosque in the southern city of Kandahar, the hardline 
Islamist group’s de facto power centre. 

“Congratulations on this security and for the Islamic 
system.” While the number of bombings across the 
country has dropped since Kabul fell to the Taleban 

last August, attacks soared over the final two weeks of 
the fasting month of Ramadan, which ended Saturday 
for Afghans. Dozens of civilians have been killed in the 
primarily sectarian attacks-some claimed by the 
Islamic State group-targeting members of the Shiite 
and Sufi Muslim communities. Friday’s bombing in the 
capital killed at least 10. Akhundzada delivered his 
brief address from one of the front rows of worship-
pers in Kandahar without turning to face the crowd, 
according to social media posts. 

Taleban officials did not allow journalists to 
approach him, an AFP correspondent reported. 

“I’m so happy that I can’t even describe it,” said 
Kandahar resident Bismillah, who attended the Eid 
prayers at the Eidgah mosque. “I had a dream to pray 
alongside my supreme leader, to hear his voice or to 
see him.” Gul Ahmad, another resident of Kandahar 
who prayed at the mosque, said Afghans would contin-
ue to worship despite the recent attacks. 

“Our people love their religion... even if blasts happen 
every day, our people will still visit such places and wor-
ship,” he said. Two helicopters hovered over the mosque 
for the whole of the two-hour event. — AFP  

Afghan leader  
makes rare  
appearance 


