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News in brief

Boy takes mum’s car for spin

THE HAGUE: A four-year-old boy in the
Netherlands took his mother’s car for a drive
before crashing into two parked cars, police
said Sunday. Police in the central city of Utrecht
were alerted on Saturday when residents spot-
ted a youngster walking in the street dressed
only in pyjamas and bare feet. “We immediately
responded, as bystanders were worried that the
boy was suffering from hypothermia,” police
wrote on Instagram. As they arrived, officers
received a second report of a car accident
close-by involving three cars. The driver sus-
pected of causing the accident was missing.
That car was registered to the boy’s mother,
they said. Police phoned the mum “and when she
spoke to her son, he made noises resembling a
car and used gestures showing turning a steer-
ing wheel,” police said.  — AFP

Mexico captures cartel leader

MEXICO CITY, Mexico: Mexican authorities
have captured a suspected leader of the powerful
Jalisco New Generation Cartel, the navy and the
Morelos state prosecutor’s office said Saturday.
Francisco Javier Rodriguez Hernandez, known as
“El Senoron” or “XL”, was apprehended on Friday
in the tourist city of Mazatlan, in the northwest
state of Sinaloa, in an operation carried out by
navy agents. Rodriguez Hernandez, who allegedly
heads the CJNG in the central state of Morelos, is
wanted for aggravated homicide, including the
murder of three doctors in April 2020, according
to the Morelos Attorney General’s Office. “In
addition to the above, Francisco Javier Rodriguez
Hernandez is wanted for the crime of criminal
association, and is one of the main generators of
violence in the state of Morelos,” it added in a
statement, referring to the state neighboring the
capital Mexico City.  — AFP

Swedes accuse Russia of violating airspace

STOCKHOLM, Sweden: A Russian reconnais-
sance plane briefly violated Sweden’s airspace
on Friday, Swedish defence officials said on
Saturday, as the Scandinavian country ponders
a bid for NATO membership after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. “A Russian AN-30 propeller
plane violated Swedish airspace on Friday
evening,” the Swedish defence ministry said in a
statement, adding that its teams had followed
the incident and photographed it. The ministry
said the plane was flying east of Bornholm, a
Danish island in the Baltic, before it headed
towards Swedish territory. “It is totally unac-
ceptable to violate Swedish airspace,” public
television SVT quoted Defence Minister Peter
Hultqvist as saying. —AFP

Police clash with protestors 

ISTANBUL, Turkey: Turkish police on Sunday
detained more than 160 protestors who were
trying to hold a May Day rally in defiance of a
ban imposed by the governor’s office. AFP
images showed riot police clashing with protes-
tors near Istanbul’s Taksim Square and pinning
some of them forcefully to the ground before
rounding them up in a police car. The Istanbul
governor’s office said that 164 people were
detained after staging “an unauthorised rally”
and refusing to disperse despite police warnings.
An AFP photographer saw around 20 protestors
detained near Taksim Square. There are often
detentions during the annual May 1 workers’ hol-
iday. Taksim has been a flashpoint on May Day
with frequent clashes since 34 people were killed
there on May 1, 1977 during an unstable period
in modern Turkey’s history. — AFP

BEIJING: Rescuers pulled a sixth survivor from a
collapsed building in central China Sunday, state
media reported, two days into a search-and-rescue
operation that has workers looking for dozens
feared missing. The building in Changsha city,
Hunan province-which housed a hotel, apartments
and a cinema-caved in Friday afternoon, leaving a
gaping hole in the dense streetscape.

City officials said Saturday five survivors had
been pulled out of the structure, leaving 18 still
trapped. A further 39
could not be contacted
after the incident. After 50
hours of rescue efforts, a
woman-the sixth survivor-
was pulled out from the
rubble Sunday, state
broadcaster CCTV
reported, showing footage
of firefighters loading a
person covered in dust
onto a gurney.

Changsha police said
nine people-including the building’s owner and a
team of safety inspectors-were detained Sunday in
connection to the accident. They alleged that sur-
veyors had falsified a safety audit of the building.
No cause for the disaster has yet been given by
authorities.

Changsha’s mayor earlier vowed to “spare no
effort” in their search for the people still trapped.

“We will seize the golden 72 hours for rescue and
try our best to search for the trapped people,”
mayor Zheng Jianxin said in news briefing
Saturday.

He added that over 700 first responders had
been dispatched to the scene. State media showed
firefighters-backed by a digger-cutting through a
morass of metal and sheets of concrete, while res-
cuers shouted into the tower of debris to communi-
cate with any survivors.

A crowd gathered as
chains of rescuers
removed pieces of brick
by hand, allowing experts
a deeper look into the
wreckage. Some of the
injured were rushed away
on stretchers, while sniffer
dogs combed the area for
further signs of life.

President Xi Jinping on
Saturday called for a
search “at all cost” and

ordered a thorough investigation into the cause of
the collapse, state media reported. A top
Communist Party official was dispatched to the
scene-an indication of the severity of the disaster.

China’s minister of emergency management
Huang Ming urged officials to “thoroughly elimi-
nate all kinds of hidden safety risks” in a Saturday
meeting. Building collapses are not uncommon in

China, due to weak safety and construction stan-
dards as well as corruption among officials tasked
with enforcement.

In January, an explosion triggered by a suspect-
ed gas leak brought down a building in the city of
Chongqing, killing at least 16 people. —AFP

Changsha police detain building’s owner and a team of safety inspectors

CHANGSHA, China: Photo shows rescuers searching for survivors at a collapsed six-storey building in Changsha,
central China’s Hunan province. Dozens of people were trapped under a building which collapsed in central China,
officials said. —AFP
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Ukraine FM asks 
China to be 
security guarantor
BEIJING: Ukraine’s foreign minister has asked
China to provide security guarantees for Kyiv, in a
lengthy interview containing some of the most
direct criticisms of Moscow recently published by
Beijing’s state media.

Western powers and Ukraine have repeatedly
urged China to condemn Russia’s invasion as it tries
to maintain a supposedly neutral stance, with the
United States threatening consequences if Beijing
provides military or economic support to Moscow.

“Ukraine is currently studying the possibility of
acquiring security guarantees from permanent
members of the UN Security Council, including
China, and other major powers,” Dmytro Kuleba
was quoted as saying by official news agency

Xinhua Saturday.
“We propose that China becomes one of the

guarantors of Ukraine’s security, this is a sign of our
respect and trust in the People’s Republic of China.”
China in 2013 pledged to provide Ukraine with
“security guarantees” if it is ever invaded or threat-
ened with nuclear attack, but appeared evasive on
the same issue in the wake of Russia’s attack.

In response to a question about the guarantee
last month, a Chinese foreign ministry spokesman
suggested that such “security assurances have clear
limitations on the content and are triggered under
specific conditions”, in reference to a similar United
Nations security resolution on non-nuclear states.

Chinese officials have often blamed US-led
NATO for provoking Moscow’s invasion and
accused Western countries of escalating the conflict
by sending weapons to Ukraine. Beijing’s state
media has also repeatedly amplified Russian propa-
ganda surrounding the war and largely avoided
attributing Ukrainian civilian deaths to Moscow’s
military aggression.

Kuleba has only had two calls with his Chinese

counterpart Wang Yi since the invasion began on
February 24, while Wang met Russian foreign min-
ister Sergei Lavrov in China last month and reiter-
ated that cooperation between the two countries
has “no limits”.

In the Xinhua interview, Kuleba also accused
Russia of having “compromised” Beijing’s signature
Belt and Road infrastructure initiative, warning that
the consequences of the global food security crisis
would threaten China’s economy.

“We also believe that this war is not in China’s
interests,” he was quoted as saying. His remarks
directly referred to Russia’s actions as an “inva-
sion”-a term that Chinese officials and state media
have sought to avoid. “The situation is not escalat-
ing because of Ukraine, we are exercising our right
to defend ourselves,” he said, in an apparent rebuff
of Chinese warnings against other states providing
arms to Kyiv. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping has not yet spoken
publicly with his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr
Zelensky. He called Russian President Vladimir Putin
the day after the February 24 invasion. — AFP

Taiwan will not 
‘cruelly’ lock 
down like China
TAIPEI: Taiwan will not act “as cruelly as China” in
imposing lockdowns, its premier said Sunday,
despite surging coronavirus infection numbers. The
self-governing island recorded more than 10,000
new cases for the first time on Thursday, as the gov-
ernment moves from its zero-COVID strategy and
begins living with the virus.

That figure hit 16,936 on Sunday. Taiwan’s shift
leaves neighbouring China-including its financial
hub Hong Kong-as the only major economy still
sticking to a zero-tolerance policy even as
Omicron breaks through defences and forces
painful lockdowns.

“We will not lock down the country and cities as
cruelly as China,” Premier Su Tseng-chang told
reporters before a top government meeting on pan-
demic prevention. “Countries all over the world
have been opening up to live with the virus.
Taiwan... will continue to move towards living nor-
mal lives and gradually head to a new phase in epi-
demic prevention,” he said at the meeting.

The barbed comment from Su-whose ruling
party leans towards Taiwanese independence-
comes after years of heightened tension between
China and the island, which Beijing views as part
of its territory. 

Taiwan has largely closed its borders and imple-

mented strict quarantine rules throughout the pan-
demic, keeping infection numbers low. An outbreak
last year prompted the temporary reimposition of
economically painful social distancing measures
until it was brought under control.

Infections are once again rising but the island’s
leaders have signalled they will follow other former
zero-Covid economies such as Singapore, Australia
and New Zealand by opening up. Health minister
Chen Shih-chung warned last week that Taiwan’s
daily case count could more than double to 37,000
in a week.

But, according to Taiwan’s health ministry, more

than 99.7 percent of 89,990 infections recorded
since January 1 this year have been mild or asymp-
tomatic. Around 80 percent of the population are
double vaccinated, while nearly 60 percent have
taken a third shot.

The government has begun a new plan to shorten
home isolation for close contacts of Covid-19 cases
to three days, down from 10, if a rapid antigen test
proves to be negative at the end of the isolation
period. It is also considering relaxing the 10-day
quarantine rules for foreign arrivals. Since the pan-
demic began Taiwan has reported 132,955 cases
and 868 related deaths. —AFP

TAIPEI, Taiwan: People queue up to receive the Medigen and Moderna vaccines for COVID-19 at Taipei’s main train
station. —AFP

Guinea junta leader 
decides on 39-month 
transition
CONAKRY, Guinea: Colonel Mamady
Doumbouya, the head of Guinea’s military junta,
said Saturday he had opted for a 39-month transi-
tional period before a return to civilian rule. He
made the announcement in a speech broadcast on
television, saying the National Transition Council
(CNT) would put the proposal to parliament.

The announcement came after the creation of
what the regime has described as an “inclusive
consultation framework” in April. That culminated
in a conference boycotted by several prominent
political groups.

On Friday, the army-dominated government said
that the forum considering the issue had considered
a transition period of between 18 and 52 months.
Doumbouya, in Saturday’s speech, described the
period he had opted for as the “median proposal”.

Regional bloc ECOWAS had set last Monday as
a deadline for putting forward an “acceptable” tran-
sition timetable or risk economic and financial sanc-

tions. Guinea’s ruling military junta let the deadline
pass, however, asking the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS) for more time for
consultations to continue.

ECOWAS has called for an “acceptable” timeline
for a return to civilian rule, failing which it has
threatened to extend sanctions applied to Guinea
following the military coup there. 

Growing discontent 
In September 2021, army officers led by Colonel

Mamady Doumbouya ousted elected president
Alpha Conde in the impoverished former French
colony. Conde, 84, had drawn fierce opposition after
he pushed through a new constitution in 2020 that
allowed him to run for a third presidential term.

Following the coup, ECOWAS called for a return
to civilian rule within six months. Although many
Guineans initially welcomed the coup, there is
growing discontent against the junta in the nation of
13 million people.

Guinea’s coup last September came on the heels
of a military takeover in Mali. ECOWAS has applied
sanctions on members of the Mali junta, shut its
borders with the country, frozen its assets at the
Central Bank of West African States and imposed a
trade embargo.

For Guinea, leading junta members have been

sanctioned and are subject to a travel ban within the
bloc. A third ECOWAS member, Burkina Faso,
experienced a coup in January. It has so far escaped
the sanctions handed out to Guinea and Mali but
was also given until last Monday to spell out an
“acceptable transition timetable”.

The Burkinabe junta has said it stands by a
three-year schedule for holding elections, arguing
that it first has to deal with a bloody jihadist
insurgency. —AFP
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