
American teenager
Knighton fourth
fastest over 200m
PARIS: American teenage sprint sensation
Erriyon Knighton became the fourth fastest man
over 200 metres on Saturday when he timed 19.49
seconds at the Baton Rouge meet destroying his
own Under-20 world record of 19.84sec in the
process. The 18-year-old’s time blitzed those of
sprint legends Carl Lewis and Tommy Smith and
places him behind only Jamaica’s world record
holder Usain Bolt (19.19sec), another Jamaican
Yohan Blake (19.26) and American Michael
Johnson (19.32).

Knighton burst onto the scene last year when

aged just 17 he qualified
for the Tokyo Olympics
and finished fourth in the
200m final behind
Canada’s Andre de
Grasse. Knighton’s time
on Saturday is way ahead
of Bolt’s best prior to his
turning 20 of 19.93sec.
Knighton wil l  have his
sights set on the world
outdoor championships in
Eugene, Oregon, (July 15-

24) provided he comes though the qualifiers (June
23-26) at the same venue.

Elsewhere on Saturday Botswana’s Letsile
Tebogo set a new Under-20 world record in the
100m as he ran 9.96sec in Gaborone to take a
hundredth of a second off American Trayvon
Brommell’s previous mark. — AFP 
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MADRID: Real Madrid’s players carry Real Madrid’s Italian coach Carlo Ancelotti at the end of the Spanish League football match between Real Madrid and Espanyol at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium on April 30, 2022. —AFP 

MADRID: Real Madrid secured a 35th La Liga title
on Saturday with a 4-0 home win over Espanyol as
Carlo Ancelotti became the first coach to win all five
major European leagues. Needing just one point
from their last five games, Madrid struck twice
through Rodrygo in the first half at the Santiago
Bernabeu before goals from Marco Asensio and
Karim Benzema completed the victory.

Madrid lifted the trophy in front of nearly 80,000
inside the stadium, and the traditional celebrations
continued at the Cibeles fountain in the Spanish cap-
ital. “It’s the first time I’ve won a title at the Bernabeu,
the atmosphere is really something special,” Ancelotti
told Movistar Plus. “If I was crying (at the final whis-
tle), it’s because I’m happy.”

Ancelotti returned to Madrid last summer to take
over from Zinedine Zidane for a second spell after
quitting Everton. The Italian has also won the

Premier League with Chelsea, Serie A with AC Milan,
Ligue 1 with Paris Saint-Germain and the Bundesliga
with Bayern Munich. Given they have been top since
November, it was no surprise that Madrid won a
league they have dominated for months, but dips in
form from Barcelona and Sevilla offered the chance
for an early coronation.

Madrid moved 17 points clear of second-placed
Sevilla with four matches to play. Barcelona have a
game in hand but are 18 points adrift. With La Liga
wrapped up, Madrid can turn their full attention to
the second leg of their semi-final at home to
Manchester City on Wednesday, when they will need
to overturn a 4-3 loss from the opening game to
advance to another European final.

‘Incredible season’
“Winning La Liga is special,” midfielder Luka

Modric told Real Madrid TV, as he paid tribute to the
fans who were unable to watch the club win the title
in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. “We played
a great match, the atmosphere was incredible and we
hope to repeat that Wednesday.” It is the earliest
Madrid have clinched the trophy since they won it
with four games to spare in 1989-90.

“It’s the first time we’ve won it with as many
games to go, that means a lot. We’ve had an incredi-
ble season and now we want to celebrate that a bit,”
said Modric. Ancelotti rested Benzema and Vinicius
Junior from the start for the visit of Espanyol, and
Rodrygo seized his chance with two goals late in the
first half. He combined with fellow Brazilian Marcelo
to put Madrid ahead on 33 minutes as he steered
into the far corner for only his second league goal
this campaign.

Mariano Diaz, handed a rare start in attack, then

won the ball deep in Espanyol territory and Rodrygo
rolled in a second with a clinical finish past goalkeep-
er Diego Lopez. Eduardo Camavinga played in
Asensio to slam in a third for Madrid on the counter
on 55 minutes, with Modric then making way for Toni
Kroos and Benzema replacing Casemiro on the hour.
Benzema notched his 42nd goal in as many games
this season across all competitions to seal a runaway
triumph for Madrid on a historic day for Ancelotti.

Villarreal suffered a 2-1 defeat at bottom side
Alaves three days ahead of the second leg of their
Champions League semi-final tie with Liverpool.
Atletico Madrid could risk missing out on a return to
Europe’s top club competition after losing 2-0 to
Athletic Bilbao. Copa del Rey winners Real Betis can
reduce the gap to fourth-placed Atletico to a single
point if they win away to Getafe on Monday, while
Barca host Mallorca on Sunday. — AFP 

Real Madrid win 35th Liga title

Football ‘super agent’
Raiola dies aged 54
MILAN: Mino Raiola, one of football’s most pow-
erful agents whose high-profile clients included Paul
Pogba and Erling Haaland, has died at the age of 54,
his family announced on Saturday. “In infinite sor-
row we share the passing of the most caring and
amazing Football Agent that ever was,” the Italian’s
family said in a message on Twitter. “Mino fought to
the end with the same strength he put on negotia-
tion tables to defend our players. As usual, Mino
made us proud and never realised it.”

Raiola’s family did not say from what illness he
had been suffering but he had been at Milan’s San
Raffaele hospital where he had previously survived
scares. His death comes two days after Italian
media reported he had died only for his agency, the
head of San Raffaele’s intensive care department
and eventually the man himself to deny he had
passed away.

Raiola built up a glittering portfolio of players,
which also included AC Milan forward Zlatan

Ibrahimovic, over a long
career as both one of the
sport’s most influential
agents and most contro-
versial characters. Public
reaction was relatively
muted from his stable,
although late on Saturday
Borussia Dortmund striker
Haaland, one of football’s
hottest talents, posted a
picture of himself with
Raiola on Twitter with the

short message “The best”.
He attracted criticism due to the enormous sums

he earned in commissions from his deals and the
huge inflation in player salaries - which have risen
to previously unimaginable levels since the 1990s -
that he helped to fuel. Raiola was born in Nocera
Inferiore in southern Italy but in 1968, still only a
one-year-old, he was taken with his family to
Haarlem in the Netherlands. He began his working
life at his family’s pizzeria in the medieval city
before beginning his long march to becoming one of
the most powerful agents in football. — AFP 

Ancelotti in class of his own - first coach to win all five major European leagues

Mino Raiola Erriyon Knighton

Trabzonspor win
Turkish Super Lig
ISTANBUL: Trabzonspor on Saturday won
the Turkish Super Lig title for first time in
38 years as they clinched the trophy with
three matches to spare. Fans from the Black
Sea team flooded the pitch to celebrate the
triumph minutes before the end of a 2-2
home draw against Antalyaspor. It is the
club’s seventh league title in its history, and
first since 1984.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan took to
Twitter to congratulate the club and its fans
“with my most heartfelt feelings”, using a
hashtag #SampiyonTrabzonspor
(#ChampionTrabzonspor  in  Engl i sh) .
Trabszonspor fans also took to Taksim square in
Istanbul to celebrate the title. —AFP 

ISTANBUL: Trabzonspor fans celebrate in Taksim Square after
winning the Turkish Super Lig championship football title for
first time in 38 years on April 30, 2022. -—AFP 

Unseeded Wang
stuns Yamaguchi
to win Asia title
MANILA: Unseeded Wang Zhiyi withstood a late
fightback from world champion Akane Yamaguchi
to record a stunning victory in the women’s final of
the Badminton Asia Championships on Sunday.
Malaysia’s Lee Zii Jia took the men’s title with a 21-
17, 23-21 win over Indonesia’s Jonatan Christie -
then tore off his sweaty top and hurled it into the
Manila crowd in celebration.

China’s Wang, ranked 16th in the world, needed
treatment on a back injury but hung on to beat the
Japanese top seed and defending champion
Yamaguchi 15-21, 21-13, 21-19 in 78 minutes of pul-
sating action that had the raucous crowd rocking. “I
think it’s something I couldn’t have imagined
because before the competition everyone including
myself didn’t think that I could achieve these
results,” the 22-year-old said after winning the
biggest title of her young career.

“This was a very difficult match because my

opponent is a world-class
athlete, but I think I was in
the right frame of mind to
battle her. My goal is to
win every competition so I
hope I can keep up with
these better performances,
be resolute and work
harder.”

As in her semifinal win
Saturday over second
seed An Se-young of
South Korea, Wang had to
recover from the loss of the opening game. After
levelling the match, the up-and-coming Chinese
player looked to be heading for a comfortable vic-
tory as she raced into a 16-5 lead in the decider,
before nerves and her niggling back kicked in to
give Yamaguchi a lifeline.

The Japanese player used all her experience to
claw her way back as Wang began to make
unforced errors and Yamaguchi levelled at 19-19
after a lung-bursting 30-shot rally. But Wang, who
moments earlier had needed attention from the
trainer at the side of the court, summoned up
reserves of energy and forced Yamaguchi to go
long to set up a first championship point. — AFP 
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