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Al Jazeera journalist killed ‘in 
cold blood’ by Zionist forces

Kuwait strongly condemns Zionist occupiers’ assassination of Shireen Abu Akleh

JENIN: Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu 
Akleh, a respected veteran of the Al Jazeera network, 
was shot dead Wednesday as she covered a Zionist 
army raid in the occupied West Bank. The Qatar-
based TV channel charged Zionist forces deliberately 
and “in cold blood” shot Abu Akleh, 51, in the head 
during the unrest in the Jenin refugee camp. 

Another Al Jazeera journalist, producer Ali Al-
Samudi, was wounded in the incident in which both 
wore helmets and vests marked “Press”. He later said 
no Palestinian fighters were nearby, stressing that 
otherwise “we would not have gone into the area”. 

Kuwait condemned in the strongest terms the 
Zionist occupiers’ assassination of Abu Akleh and 
injuring her colleague, saying this heinous act violat-
ed international laws and norms. A 
statement by the foreign ministry 
held the Zionist occupiers respon-
sible for this crime, which is con-
trary to freedom of speech and 
journalistic integrity, stressing the 
assassination is part of a long history of inhumane 
treatment perpetrated against the Palestinian people. 

The international community must hold the Zionist 

occupying forces responsible for crimes committed 
against the Palestinian people, providing them with 
protection within the parameters of international and 

humanitarian laws, added the 
statement. The foreign ministry 
expressed Kuwait’s sincere con-
dolences over the assassination of 
Abu Akleh and hoped for the swift 
recovery of her colleague 

involved in the Jenin incident. 
An AFP photographer reported Zionist forces 

were firing in the area and that he then saw Abu 

Akleh’s body lying on the ground, with no Palestinian 
gunmen visible at the time. The Zionist army con-
firmed it had conducted its latest in a string of mili-
tary operations in the flashpoint camp but firmly 
denied it had deliberately targeted a reporter. 

Abu Akleh’s body was in Ramallah on Wednesday 
evening, where thousands were carried her remains 
around the West Bank city, chanting “thank you, dear 
Shireen”. In a sign of her prominence in the West 
Bank, residents laid flowers on the roadside as the 
vehicle carrying her body moved towards 
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(Left) An undated handout photo released by the Doha-based Al-Jazeera TV shows the channel’s veteran journalist Shireen Abu Akleh during one of her reports from Jerusalem. (Right) Colleagues and friends react as 
the body of Abu Akleh is brought to the offices of the news channel in the West Bank city of Ramallah on May 11, 2022. — AFP 
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News in brief
Qatari Amir to visit Iran 
 
TEHRAN: Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al-Thani is to visit Tehran Thursday fol-
lowing the Iranian president’s visit to Doha, 
Iran’s official IRNA news agency reported. “The 
Amir of Qatar will arrive on May 12 in Iran to 
follow up on the implementation of agreements 
and expand relations between the two coun-
tries,” the news agency said Wednesday. It 
added that the visit would focus on cooperation 
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup. — AFP

Five soldiers killed in Sinai  
 
CAIRO: Five Egyptian soldiers and seven 
jihadists were killed early Wednesday when the 
army was attacked in the Sinai region, the mili-
tary said, the second such deadly jihadist attack 
in days. Jihadist fighters attacked at dawn, an 
army spokesman said in a statement. “One offi-
cer and four soldiers were killed and two other 
soldiers were wounded,” the statement read, 
adding that seven jihadists were killed. — AFP 

Biggest white diamond fetches $18.8m 
 
GENEVA: The Rock, the biggest white diamond 
ever auctioned, sold for a hammer price of 18.6 
million Swiss francs ($18.8 million) on Wednesday, 
far short of the record for such a jewel. The 228.31-
carat stone, larger than a golf ball, was sold by 
Christie’s auction house in Geneva. The world 
record for a white diamond still stands at $33.7 
million, fetched in the Swiss city in 2017 for a 
163.41-carat gem. — AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: Apple on Tuesday put out 
word it is no longer making iPods, the trend-setting 
MP3 players that transformed how people get music 
and gave rise to the iPhone. Late Apple co-founder 
Steve Jobs introduced the devices nearly 21 years 
ago with his legendary showmanship flare, and the 
small, easy to operate players helped the company 
revolutionize how music was sold. 

It packed “a mind-blowing 1,000 songs” the 
company said at the time, and together with Apple’s 
iTunes shop established a new distribution model 
for the music industry. Buying complete albums on 
vinyl gave way to paying 99 cents a piece for 
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Final refrain for 
iPod as Apple 
stops production

HONG KONG: In this file photo taken on July 21, 2004, 
a model shows the latest model of Apple iPod during 
a press conference. — AFP 


