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BEIRUT: Lebanon’s elections Sunday won’t yield a 
seismic shift despite widespread discontent with a 
graft-tainted political class blamed for a painful 
economic crisis and a deadly disaster, experts say. 
Given Lebanon’s sectarian-based politics, it will 
likely “reproduce the political class and give it inter-
nal and international legitimacy”, said Rima Majed 
of the American University of Beirut. 

“Maybe candidates from the opposition will 
clinch some seats, but I don’t think that there will be 
a change in the political scene,” said Majed, an 
expert in sectarianism and social movements. Beirut 
voter Issam Ayyad, 70, put it more simply: “We will 
not be able to change.” 
The small country’s politi-
cal system has long dis-
tributed power among its 
religious communities, 
entrenching a ruling elite 
that has treated politics as 
a family business. 

By convention, the 
Lebanese president is a 
Maronite Christian, the 
prime minister a Sunni 
Muslim, and the speaker 
of parliament a Shiite. In the current parliament, the 
Shiite Hezbollah party and its allies, including the 
Christian Free Patriotic Movement, command a 
majority. 

The system has held back the emergence of non-
sectarian political parties and civil society repre-
sentatives. The elections will be the first since a 
youth-led protest movement broke out in October 
2019 against a political class seen as inept, corrupt 
and responsible for a litany of woes, from power 
blackouts to piles of uncollected garbage. 

The anger exploded into months of street ral-

lies but lost momentum as the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit, together with a financial crash that the 
World Bank has labelled one of the world’s worst 
in modern times.  

 
‘Game of loyalty’  

Popular fury flared again after a huge stockpile 
of ammonium nitrate that had languished in a Beirut 
port warehouse for years exploded in August 2020, 
killing more than 200 people and devastating entire 
neighbourhoods. 

Successive governments have since failed to 
chart a path out of Lebanon’s worst crisis since the 

1975-1990 civil war that 
has sparked runaway infla-
tion, deepened dire pover-
ty and fuelled a mass exo-
dus. Where the Lebanese 
state has failed to provide 
basic services, traditional 
political leaders have 
tended to step in with 
their decades-old patron-
age networks — a trend 
more alive than ever dur-
ing the current crisis. 

“The elections are not meant to assess the per-
formance of politicians,” said Majed. “They are 
more a game of loyalty to whoever provides... the 
most basic services.” Public sector jobs have long 
been among the main handouts, but now fuel and 
cash assistance also feature high on the list, giving 
an advantage to established parties over new oppo-
sition groups that lack funds and foreign support. 

While bolstered by the 2019 protest movement, 
new independent candidates have also failed to 
build a coherent front that could energise a dispirit-
ed electorate, observers say. Nearly 44 percent of 

eligible voters plan to abstain, according to a survey 
last month of more than 4,600 voters by British 
charity Oxfam. 

 
Voter intimidation  

Polling expert Kamal Feghali said many voters 
had hoped the newcomers would run “with a unified 
list and programme” but said that instead their 
competing electoral lists “will scatter the vote”. 
While independents will likely do slightly better 
than in 2018, when only one of them won a seat, said 
Feghali, the winner once more is likely to be 
Hezbollah, Lebanon’s biggest political and military 
force, and its allies. 

Iran-backed Hezbollah, first formed as a resist-

ance force against neighbour Zionist entity, is now 
often described as a state within a state that is all-
powerful in regions under its control. Its pre-elec-
tion intimidation tactics are “salient”, said Oxfam, 
warning that such behaviour tells voters “that 
change might be denied, and in turn might lead to 
either a reduction in turnout or a distortion in vot-
ing behaviour”. 

In east Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, three Shiite can-
didates were running on an anti-Hezbollah list but 
withdrew last month, despite the expiry of a legal 
deadline to do so. The move stripped the anti-
Hezbollah list of essential Shiite representation and 
was widely seen by local media as a result of pres-
sure by the powerful movement.  —AFP

New independent candidates have failed to build a coherent front

Despite public anger, Lebanon  
vote set to entrench status quo

CHEKKA, Lebanon: A Parliamentary election campaign billboard for Lebanese MP Sitrida Geagea of the 
Lebanese forces party is seen on the side of Tripoli-Beirut highway in the northern area of Chekka.  —AFP

Ecuador police: 200  
inmates recaptured  
after prison massacre 

 
SANTO DOMINGO DE LOS COLORADOS:  
Ecuadoran police on Tuesday said 200 convicts who 
escaped following a deadly prison riot have been recap-
tured in 24 hours, with 20 still at large. At least 44 
inmates died after a fight broke out Monday between 
the rival Los Lobos and R7 gangs at Bellavista prison in 
Santo Domingo de los Colorados, some 80 kilometers 
(50 miles) from Quito. 

Ten more were injured, according to police. 
Authorities had initially said that 108 prisoners got 
away. “A total of 220 citizens escaped yesterday and at 
this moment we have recaptured 200,” said police chief 
of operations Geovanny Ponce, giving an update 
Tuesday. 

He said the government was offering up to $3,000 
for information leading to the recapture of the remaining 
20 fugitives. Soldiers were deployed to help search for 
escapees, and AFP reporters at saw security forces 
rounding up about 80 people believed to have been 
among those recaptured. 

Distraught relatives of inmates waited for news out-
side the Bellavista prison on Tuesday. Ponce said 41 of 
the dead inmates had been identified so far, and two of 
them were Venezuelan. 

A ‘massacre’  
“They’re not giving us any information. They say that 

young men escaped to save their lives,” said Leisi 
Zambrano, desperate for news about her brother. “There 
are many mothers who still have not received any news 
about their loved ones. They don’t even know if they are 
alive,” she added. 

Zambrano, 48, said she had rushed to the prison with 
other family members as soon as she heard about the 
riot. “We heard prisoners calling for help, asking that we 
don’t let them die,” said Zambrano. “It was a massacre 
inside.” 

Shocking online video footage of the riot aftermath 
showed a pile of bloody, mutilated bodies in a common 
room and corpses littering prison corridors next to mat-
tresses that showed signs of having been set on fire. 

Prior to the latest riot, some 350 inmates had been 
killed in five separate uprisings in Ecuador’s hopelessly 
overcrowded prisons since February 2021. Just last 
month, at least 20 inmates died at the El Turi prison in 
Cuenca, southern Ecuador. 

President Guillermo Lasso insists the problem inside 
the facilities mirrors that outside, where drug gangs are 
vying for control of trafficking routes. The UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, via spokeswoman Liz 
Throssell, on Tuesday expressed “deep alarm at recur-
ring prison violence” in Ecuador. 

“These worrying incidents once again highlight the 
urgent need for a comprehensive reform of the criminal 
justice system, including the penitentiary system to 
tackle what has been a protracted crisis in the country,” 
she said in Geneva. 

“We emphasize that the responsibility of the State 
for the security of all people in its custody creates a 
presumption of State responsibility for these deaths and 
call for a full investigation of these incidents.” The Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights also con-
demned the violence and urged the government to 
launch a “prompt, serious and impartial” investigation. 

Nestled between the world’s biggest cocaine pro-
ducers, Colombia and Peru, Ecuador has seen a surge of 
violence blamed on fighting between rival drug groups. 
The country of 17.7 million people is popular with traf-
fickers because of its porous borders, a dollarized econ-
omy and major seaports for export. —AFP 

SANTO DOMINGO DE LOS COLORADOS: Handout photo 
released by the Ecuadorean Presidency of inmates being 
escorted as they are transferred from the Bellavista 
prison in Santo Domingo de los Tsachilas, Ecuador, to 
other prisons, after a riot.  —AFP

Three decades after  
Pablo Escobar’s death,  
drugs ravage Medellin 

 
MEDELLIN, Colombia: Three decades after cartel 
boss Pablo Escobar was shot dead by police on a 
rooftop in Medellin, the very city he had sought to 
uplift with drug money is being ravaged by it. 
Junkies frequent hundreds of sales points dotted 
around Colombia’s second city, which has become 
the epicenter of the domestic drug trade. 

“Easy access? Yes, absolutely. In Medellin you 
can find it anywhere. Even on the floor you find 
drugs,” Manue Morales, an out-of-work engineer 
and chronic user of “basuco” — the cheapest 
drug on the market — told AFP. Basuco is derived 
from the coca leaf also used to make cocaine, and 
mixed with other low-grade substances. 

His hands shaking, 32-year-old Morales 
inhaled a dose in a public park, using a pipe 
fashioned from a PVC tube, even as pedestrians 
and police milled around. “I am a bit nervous,” 
he confessed. “The truth is that one is less cau-
tious and it (the basuco) can cause you to do 
stupid things,” said Morales, who lost his job due 
to drug use. —AFP 
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 Nablus, where an autopsy was to be carried out before 

her burial in her native Jerusalem. Al Jazeera said in a state-
ment that “the (Zionist) occupation forces assassinated in 
cold blood Al Jazeera’s correspondent in Palestine”. It 
urged the international community to hold Zionist forces 
accountable for the “intentional targeting and killing”. 

The European Union urged an “independent” inves-
tigation into her death, while the United States’ envoy to 
the UN, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, called for the killing 
to be “transparently investigated”. Asked about the 
Zionist entity’s openness to an international investiga-
tion, army spokesman Amnon Shefler said the military’s 
internal investigative systems were “robust” and that it 
would conduct its own probe. The Zionist entity has 
however publicly offered to participate in a joint investi-
gation with the Palestinian Authority. 

Zionist Prime Minister Naftali Bennett claimed it was 
“likely” that “armed Palestinians were responsible for 
the unfortunate death of the journalist”. Zionist Foreign 

Minister Yair Lapid said the country was seeking a 
“joint pathological investigation into the sad death of 
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh”. “Journalists must be pro-
tected in conflict zones and we all have a responsibility 
to get to the truth.” Senior Palestinian Authority official 
Hussein Al-Sheikh said there had been no contact from 
the Zionist entity about any joint probe and held the 
Zionist entity “responsible” for Abu Akleh’s killing. 

US ambassador to the Zionist entity Thomas Nides 
called for a “thorough investigation” into the killing of 
the US citizen, who joined Al Jazeera in 1997 and 
became a widely respected Palestinian voice in cover-
age of the conflict. The Zionist army has stepped up 
operations in Jenin, a historic flashpoint in the Zionist-
Palestinian conflict, in recent weeks. 

Witnesses in Jenin said Wednesday that the army had 
been targeting the home of an Islamist operative, with an 
apartment’s heavy metal door blown off its hinges. Majid 
Awais, a witness, told AFP that Abu Akleh “turned in 
panic” when she saw her colleague Samudi was shot and 
that she was struck by the fatal bullet moments later. Her 
death came nearly a year after a Zionist air strike 
destroyed a Gaza building that housed the offices of Al 
Jazeera and news agency AP. The Zionist entity has said 
the building also hosted offices used by key members of 
the Hamas Islamist group, which controls the Zionist-
blockaded Gaza strip. — AFP 

Al Jazeera journalist 
killed ‘in cold blood’...
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 selected digital songs. Industry trackers and 

California-based Apple itself have long acknowl-
edged that the do-it-all iPhone would eat away at 
sales of one-trick devices such as iPod MP3 players. 

The trend toward streaming music services, 
including one by Apple, has made devices designed 
just for carrying digital tunes around less enticing 
for consumers. Apple said in a blog post that the 
current generation of iPods will only be available as 
long as current supplies last. “Music has always 
been part of our core at Apple, and bringing it to 
hundreds of millions of users in the way iPod did 

impacted more than just the music industry,” said 
Apple senior vice president of Worldwide 
Marketing Greg Joswiak. “It also redefined how 
music is discovered, listened to, and shared.” 

Joswiak said that the “spirit of iPod” lives on in 
its lineup of products including iPhone, iPad, Apple 
TV, and its HomePod smart speaker. “Since its intro-
duction over 20 years ago, iPod has captivated 
users all over the world who love the ability to take 
their music with them on the go,” Apple said in a 
blog post. “Today, the experience of taking one’s 
music library out into the world has been integrated 
across Apple’s product line - from iPhone and 
Apple Watch to iPad and Mac.” 

In addition, the Apple Music subscription service 
provides streaming access to more than 90 million 
songs, the Silicon Valley giant said. The iPod 
endured despite analyst worries that the release of 
the iPhone in 2007 would destroy demand, since 
the smartphones provided much more than just dig-
ital music. — AFP 

Final refrain for 
iPod as Apple...

DOHA: Al Jazeera’s newsdesk told Shireen Abu 
Akleh they would keep a spot for her “at the top 
of the hour” after she said in an email she was 
going to cover a  Zionist  operat ion in  the 
Palestinian town of Jenin. “But she never turned 
up,” said Mohamed Moawad, the Arabic chan-
nel’s head of output, fighting back tears as he 
told of the final contacts with the veteran jour-
nalist on a typically risky mission. 

“The last communication was 20 minutes 
before this heinous crime happened,” Moawad 
told AFP shortly after staff held their own broad-
cast tribute to the 51-year-old. “She sent an 
email that said ‘Hi, there is a (Zionist) interven-
tion in Jenin and I am heading there now. I am 
almost there. I will send you details’.” 

Instead of her live report from the raid, Al 
Jazeera staff were shaken to see social media 
images indicating she had been shot. Moawad 
said another journalist soon sent a message 
informing them she had died three kilometers 
from the edge of Jenin in the West Bank. She had 
been with four other journalists, all wearing blue 
press vests and helmets, according to the Al 
Jazeera chief. 

The Qatari state-owned channel said Abu 
Akleh, a Palestinian-American, had been killed 
“in cold blood” and demanded Zionist forces be 
held accountable. “We consider this something 
intentional because the bullet hit exactly the 
area below her ear where there is no cover,” 
said Moawad, who added that “reckless” com-
ments had been made in the Zionist entity about 
the killing. 

Al Jazeera journalists shed tears during the 
minute when its broadcasts were silenced as a 
tribute to the journalist who joined the channel 
shortly after it opened in 1996. Many who had 
worked with Abu Akleh embraced in the news-

room, clutching portraits of the journalist and 
sheets stating “Journalism is not a crime”, as 
images showing the latest  v io lence in  the 
Palestinian territories flashed up on their work 
screens. 

Abu Akleh - the second journalist hired by Al 
Jazeera in the Palestinian territories - became the 
12th journalist from the channel to be killed on 
duty since it started broadcasting. “She was 
everywhere where there was a story. She has 
been everywhere to give voice to the voiceless,” 
said Moawad. “There are so many videos show-
ing Shireen getting attacked by (Zionist) forces, 
getting attacked by bullets and other stuff.” Abu 
Akleh had never complained about her own safe-
ty though, he added. “She was always there cov-
ering the story without any kind of fear. We nev-
er assigned Shireen to do a story, she was just 
there. She showed up.”  

Hoda Abdel-Hamid, a senior correspondent at 
Al  Jazeera, said Abu Akleh was “extremely 
brave”. “But she was also a very experienced 
journalist, she was not one to take stupid risks 
for the hell of it,” she told AFP from her mission 
in Ukraine. “I am pretty sure that today she was 
in a safe place, in a place that was for journalists 
and she was clearly marked. She wouldn’t be 
jumping in the crossfire just for the hell of it. She 
wouldn’t do that.” — AFP  

Al Jazeera pays 
tearful tribute 
to Abu Akleh

An image grab from video shows a reporter reacting 
as veteran Al-Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu Akleh 
is seen on the ground after being shot in the face in 
Jenin on May 11, 2022. — AFP 


