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T
he world of Indian music lost one
of its legends on Tuesday as emi-
nent santoor maestro Pandit

Shivkumar Sharma, 84, passed away in
Mumbai. He was cremated with state
honors on Wednesday. Sharma had
been suffering from kidney-related ail-
ments for the past six months and was
on dialysis. He passed away due to a
cardiac arrest. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, he was not seen regularly at
musical events for the last couple of

years. However, he was due to perform
in Bhopal next week, family sources
said. He is survived by wife Manorama
and sons Rahul, also a santoor player,
and Rohit.

Sharma has been credited with popu-
lariing the santoor, a little-known folk
instrument from Jammu and Kashmir,
and giving it classical status in Indian
music. He received the Padmashri in
1991 and the prestigious Padma
Vibhushan in 2001 for his contributions

to Indian music. Born in Jammu, Sharma
began learning the santoor at the age of
13. His first public performance was in
Mumbai in 1955. He collaborated with
flute legend Hariprasad Chaurasia and
guitarist Brij Bhushan Kabra in 1967 to
produce the acclaimed concept album
ʻCall of the Valleyʼ. Under the name
“Shiv-Hari”, Sharma also composed
music for several critically acclaimed
films such as Silsila, Lamhe, Chandni
and Darr, along with Chuarasia. 

Maharashtra chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray declared a state funeral for
Sharma on Wednesday afternoon. Top
national leaders paid tribute to the san-
toor legend on Tuesday. “Our cultural
world is poorer with the demise of
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma Ji,” tweeted
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. “He pop-
ularized the santoor at a global level.
His music will continue to enthral com-
ing generations. I fondly remember my
interactions with him. Condolences to

his family and admirers. Om Shanti,” the
PM tweeted. 

Sarod player Amjad Ali Khan tweeted:
“The passing away of Pandit Shivkumar
Sharma Ji marks the end of an era. He
was the pioneer of santoor and his contri-
bution is unparalleled. For me, itʼs a per-
sonal loss and I will miss him no end.
May his soul rest in peace. His music
lives on forever! Om Shanti!”—Agencies

Tokyo’s stylish 
toilets inspire
director Wim
Wenders

F
rom American road trips to modern
dance and the pope, German direc-
tor Wim Wendersʼ films are nothing

if not eclectic, and his latest inspiration is
Tokyoʼs public toilets. The giant of
European cinema is making a film about
an urban renewal project in which top
architects are transforming 17 dingy
downtown loos into works of art. They
include one toilet with colorful see-
through cubicles that turn opaque when
the door is locked, and another with
wooden panels by Olympic Stadium
designer Kengo Kuma.

All of the eye-catching new facilities in
the capitalʼs Shibuya district are free,
wheelchair-accessible and kept sparklingly
clean by a team of maintenance workers.
“There is something very Japanese about
the idea, about the whole setting. And I
almost think itʼs a utopian idea,” Wenders
said at a press conference on Wednesday.
“Because a toilet is a place where every-
body is the same. Thereʼs no rich and
poor, no old and young, everybodyʼs part
of humanity.” Wenders, 76, has built a cult
following with his arthouse films including

“Wings of Desire”, “Buena Vista Social
Club” and “Paris, Texas”.

The director said he was approached
by the organizers of the renovation proj-
ect, called “The Tokyo Toilet”, who inspired
him to make the film featuring four short
stories and starring actor Koji Yakusho as
a cleaner. “I love architecture. In another
life, Iʼd certainly want to be an architect,”
Wenders said. He said he is particularly
happy to be working with renowned archi-
tect Tadao Ando, 80, whose gleaming cir-
cular toilet has thin slats that let in fresh air
as people wash their hands.

“I was so glad when I saw his toilet the
other day, and saw how he worked with
the light... I thought, ʻthis is a precious

place.ʼ” It is not Wendersʼ first time in
Japan: his 1985 film “Tokyo-Ga” is a hom-
age to the city of cinematic master
Yasujiro Ozu, and he made a documen-
tary in the late 1980s about fashion
designer Yohji Yamamoto.

So far, 12 of Tokyoʼs 17 new toilets
have been finished and are in use, mostly
in parks and next to stations. Ando told
reporters that in many countries, “public
toilets are not considered something
beautiful.” “So, I thought that these mag-
nificent toilets could convey a sense of
Japanʼs beauty to people from around the
world.”— AFP

F
rank Wilczek, the Nobel-winning the-
oretical physicist whose research
transformed humanityʼs understand-

ing of the fundamental forces of nature,
was announced Wednesday as the win-
ner of the prestigious 2022 Templeton
Prize. The 70-year-old told AFP he saw
the award as a testament to the inspiring
power of science, at a time when scien-
tists themselves are increasingly under
fire by anti-intellectual elements in society.

“In the United States, where I live, itʼs
in our face in recent years, and a whole
political party is dedicated towards it. Itʼs
very unfortunate,” the MIT professor said.
“These people are saying, ʻOh, I can find
my own information on the internet.ʼ
There wouldnʼt be an internet without
understanding quantum mechanics and
science, and all the hard work that engi-
neers have put into this!”

Such designers and builders of com-
plex systems, Wilczek said, “should get a
certain amount of credibility from that:
they build bridges that donʼt fall down usu-
ally, and vaccines that work.” But he
acknowledged some alienation was due
to “perceived arrogance” by certain mem-
bers of the scientific community, who he
said must earn their credibility through
patience, tolerance and honesty.

Valued at more than $1.3 million, the
Templeton Prize is one of the worldʼs
largest annual individual awards, honor-
ing those who explore the deepest ques-
tions of the universe and humankindʼs
place within it. Past laureates include
Mother Teresa and Jane Goodall.

“Throughout Dr Wilczekʼs philosophical
reflections, there is a spiritual quality to
his ideas,” said Heather Templeton Dill,
president of the John Templeton
Foundation, in a statement. “By uncover-
ing a remarkable order in the natural
world, Dr. Wilczek has come to appreciate
different ways of thinking about reality,
and through his written work, he has invit-
ed all of us to join him in the quest for
understanding.”

Demystifying dark matter 
Wilczekʼs achievements in physics

include an explanation for one of the four
fundamental forces of nature: the so-
called “strong interaction” between ele-
mentary particles called quarks-for which
he and two others won the 2004 Nobel
prize in physics. He also proposed a lead-

ing explanation for dark matter, which is
believed to constitute 80 percent of the
matter of the universe, though its nature is
not yet known.

More than four decades ago, Wilczek
suggested that a type of subatomic parti-
cle called an “axion” was responsible for
the mysterious matter-but it is only recent-
ly that experiments have come closer to
confirming their existence, thanks to
advances in technology.

If these experiments succeed, “we
would make our understanding of funda-
mental laws considerably more beautiful.
And it would also confirm that the uni-
verse is comprehensible,” he said. In
2020, French scientists confirmed the
existence of another particle that Wilczek
named in the 1980s: the “anyon,” which
can maintain a form of memory of their
interactions with one another.

Microsoft is investing in this curiosity
of theoretical physics to develop the next
generation of quantum computing, which
Wilczek says could revolutionize that
nascent field. “Without denigrating the
existing platform (of quantum comput-
ing), itʼs like having vacuum tubes and
then having transistors,” he said, recall-
ing the technology leap responsible for
todayʼs computer chips.

Beyond his research, Wilczek is known
for his public engagement through his
talks and popular books, including “A
Beautiful Question” and “The Lightness of
Being,” as well as columns for The Wall
Street Journal. Bridging the gap between
science and the public is vital, he said,
“especially for scientists who do research
thatʼs curiosity driven and has no obvious
applications.” “What theyʼre producing is a
cultural product, and it should be brought
into the culture.”— AFP 

India’s music director Roopkumar Rathod (left) pays respect during the funeral ceremony
of legendary Indian composer and santoor player Shivkumar Sharma, in Mumbai.

Bollywood actors Amitabh Bachchan (left) and Jaya Bachchan (second left) pay their
respects during the funeral.

Policemen and family members take part in the funeral ceremony of legendary Indian composer and santoor player Shivkumar Sharma, in Mumbai on
Wednesday. — AFP photos

German director Wim Wenders (left) and Japanese actor Koji Yakusho pose during “The Tokyo
Toilet art project with Wim Wenders” event in Tokyo on May 11, 2022, to announce launching a
film about an urban renewal project involving top architects to renovate toilets in downtown
Shibuya. — AFP 

Frank Wilczek, the Nobel-winning theoretical
physicist.

A man walks out a public toilet designed
by Japanese architect Tadao Ando in
Shibuya neighborhood in Tokyo.

Bollywood actress Jaya Bachchan (left) consoles Manorma Sharma, widow of
legendary Indian composer and santoor player Pandit Shivkumar Sharma.

India’s tabla player Zakir Hussain pays respect during the funeral.


