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Hero Animatronic Gizmo puppet from the 1990 film “Gremlins 2: The New Batch” is displayed at Propstore on May 9, 2022
in Valencia, California before auction next month. — AFP photos

A hand-drawn Brian Bolland “Batman: The Killing Joke”
cover is displayed at Propstore in Valencia, California before
auction next month.

Marty McFly’s hoverboard from the 1989 film “Back To The
Future Part II” is displayed at Propstore.

US actor Dan Akroyd’s costume from the 1989
film “Ghostbusters II” is displayed at
Propstore in Valencia.

Chuck Noland’s distressed Wilson volleyball
from the 2000 film ‘Castaway’ starring Tom
Hanks is displayed at Propstore.

Boxing shorts worn by actor Will Smith who
played Muhammad Ali in the 2001 film “Ali”
are displayed at Propstore.

When this baby hits 88 miles per
hour... itʼs probably not going to
take you Back to the Future, but

it might just transport a dedicated film buff
to weekend runaround heaven. The wing-
doored DeLorean, with an “OUTATIME”
license plate and a mock-up flux capaci-
tor, is among a host of movie memorabil-
ia up for auction in California next month.

But unlike Thorʼs Hammer, Obi Wan
Kenobiʼs lightsaber or Wilson the spiky-
haired volleyball-cum-friend from
“Castaway,” which are also on the block,
the DeLorean doesnʼt just have to sit on
display: you can actually drive it. “This
DeLorean is fully operational, registered
and insured with... current mileage of
22,532,” says the auction catalog pub-
lished by movie specialists Propstore.

“As this is a functioning vehicle, a legal
transfer of title will need to take place
before delivery can be arranged.” The
car, which was used for events promoting
Robert Zemeckisʼs “Back to the Future”
trilogy, is expected to shift for between
$150,000 and $200,000.

Anyone after a slightly less Earth-
bound vehicle might want to consider

splashing out up to $1 million on an X-
Wing that took part in the attack on the
Death Star at the end of the original “Star
Wars.” “We were able to match it to a
scene where the Red leader goes down,

so you actually see this particular one on
screen,” said Chuck Costas, Propstore
vice-president.

The catch is that itʼs only around two
feet (60 centimeters) long-a little small for

a stormtrooper, as the saying goes. Other
cinematic goodies expected to be
snapped up by film fans include Indiana
Jonesʼs grail diary (up to $80,000), an
expletive-laden wallet wielded by Samuel
L. Jackson in “Pulp Fiction” ($50,000),
Dan Aykroydʼs “Ghostbusters” costume
($35,000), and boxing shorts worn by Will
Smith in biopic “Ali” ($2,500).

An animatronic Gizmo used in the film-
ing of “Gremlins 2” is probably the cutest
lot available, with an expected hammer
price of up to $120,000. Just donʼt feed it
after midnight. “Many of the objects come
from collectors, but also from the studios
themselves, or they may have belonged
to people who actually worked on the
filming of the movies at the time,” said
Costas.

“We have things that are in the hun-
dreds of dollars all the way to hundreds of
thousands of dollars. So thereʼs always
something from your favorite movie thatʼs
in your price range.” The auction takes
place online and live in Valencia, near
Los Angeles from June 21 to 24. — AFP

Iran archaeologists
oppose bill allowing
antiquities trade

Iranian archaeology professors have
published an open letter calling on par-
liament to step back from a draft law

that would allow trade in antiquities,
Iranian media reported Wednesday. “A
group of archaeology professors from
across the country called for the with-
drawal of a bill that would allow the trade
of ancient artefacts,” the ISNA news
agency reported.

According to the news agency, 46 out
of 290 MPs proposed the draft law earli-
er this week, dubbed the “optimal utiliza-

tion of ancient objects and treasures”.
Lawmakers said they hope to turn Iran
into a “regional centre” for antiquities
trade, aiming to prevent the “cheap
smuggling of national heritage”, ISNA
said, citing the text of the draft.

Iranian media regularly report arrests
of individuals accused of smuggling
artefacts out of the country. In their let-
ter, the professors strongly criticized the
MPs for proposing the bill “without any
consultation with official archaeological
institutions”. “Not only does this plan
not prevent the destruction of heritage
and unprofessional excavations, i t
legally authorizes looters to destroy our
heritage,” the letter warned. Iran is
home to 26 UNESCO World Heritage
Sites and 53 other sites on the bodyʼs
tentative list.—AFP

Mike Tyson to 
face no charges
over plane fracas 

Former heavyweight boxing champi-
on Mike Tyson will not face criminal
charges over repeatedly punching

a fellow plane passenger, a prosecutor
in California said Tuesday. Cell phone
footage showed Tyson leaning over the
back of his seat and delivering a flurry
of blows to the man, who appeared to
be left with bruises and some bleeding
after the April 20 incident.  Iron Mike
was initially friendly to the passenger

and his friend when they boarded the
flight from San Francisco to Florida, but
snapped after the man wouldnʼt stop
provoking him, the TMZ entertainment
website said.

San Mateo County District Attorney
Steve Wagstaffe told AFP there would
be no charges against the former fighter.
We have reviewed the police reports of
the San Francisco Police Department

and the San Mateo County Sheriffʼs
Office and have viewed the various
videos collected by law enforcement
from others on the airplane, Wagstaffe
said.   Our decision is that we will not file
any charges against Mr Tyson based on
the circumstances surrounding the con-
frontation.

These include the conduct of the vic-
tim leading up to the incident, the inter-
action between Mr Tyson and the victim,
as well as the requests of both the victim
and Mr Tyson that no charges be filed in
this case.  Considered one of the best
heavyweights of all time, Tyson is also
known for his erratic behavior, which
included infamously biting off a piece of
Evander Holyfieldʼs ear in a 1997 bout.
Tyson was convicted in 1992 of rape,
and jailed for three years. In 2007 he
admitted to a cocaine addiction.—AFP

The Stunt Mjolnir Hammer used by Australian
actor Chris Helmsworth in the 2011 film
“Thor” is displayed at Propstore.

The Protruding Glove and Sweater worn by
Freddy Krueger, played by Robert Englund in
the 2003 film “Freddy vs. Jason” is displayed
at Propstore.

Obi-Wan Kenobi’s Lightsaber hilt with short
blade from the 1999 film “Star Wars: The
Phantom Menace” is displayed at Propstore.

Propstore vice-president of business development and marketing Chuck Costas sits in a lit-up
full size DeLorean Time machine replica vehicle used for Universal Studios promotional events
from the 1985-1990 “Back to the Future” trilogy of films at Propstore.

A photomatched 1976 Pyro X-Wing Starfighter model miniature from the 1977 film ‘Star Wars: A
New Hope’ is displayed at Propstore.

The insert hand used by US actor Johnny Depp in the 1990 film “Edward Scissorhands” is dis-
played at Propstore.


