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USA staging first 
Rugby World Cup 
a ‘game-changer’ 
LONDON: The United States staging a first
Rugby World Cup would be a “game-changer”
for the sport in the country, according to
Eagles international  Nick Civetta. World
Rugby is set to announce the destination of
five World Cups following a vote of its ruling
council in Dublin on Thursday, with the US in
line to host both the 2031 men’s and 2033
women’s editions.

New Zealand is set to stage this year’s
COVID-delayed women’s World Cup, with the
2023 men’s tournament taking place in France.
England are the favorites to put on the 2025
World Cup, with Australia lined up as the ven-
ue for the 2027 men’s World Cup and the
women’s showpiece two years later.

But all these countries are established rugby
union nations, whereas the 15-a-side code is
an emerging game in a US market still domi-
nated by the native North American sports of
American football, baseball, basketball and ice
hockey. “In the long term, obviously, it would
be massive to get the World Cup,” Civetta, one
of three American internationals in the Oxford
team that beat arch-rivals Cambridge in the
University match at Twickenham in April, told
Britain’s Press Association.

Club rugby in the US has expanded with the
creation of Major League Rugby (MLR), a
competit ion featuring the l ikes of former
England captain Chris Robshaw. “The MLR is
growing, the quality of play is increasing every
week and the visibility,” said Civetta. “If we’re
able to get the World Cup in the US, it would
be a game-changer for the finances of the
game,” he added, citing the “fantastic” impact
on Japan, another emerging rugby nation, in
staging the 2019 World Cup.

For former Newcastle and Doncaster lock
Civetta, 32, the more immediate task is to
help the United States, whose men’s side
went two years without a Test due to the
coronavirus pandemic, qualify for next year’s
World Cup in France. The Eagles face Chile in
a two-legged qualifier in July to decide who
will play at France 2023, with Civetta saying:
“We are massively looking forward to the
opportunity to qualify this summer and there
is a huge amount of energy that will go into
that.”  —AFP

BIRMINGHAM: Liverpool are still “chasing
like mad” after Manchester City at the top
of the Premier League, said Jurgen Klopp
after coming from a goal down to beat
Aston Villa 2-1 on Tuesday. The top two are
now level on points, but City stay top on
goal difference and have a game in hand
away to Wolves on Wednesday.

Liverpool could ill-afford another slip up
after being held 1-1 at home by Tottenham at
the weekend and got off to the worst possi-
ble start when Douglas Luiz fired Villa in
front after three minutes. But Joel Matip
quickly levelled and Sadio Mane’s fine head-
er 25 minutes from time kept the Reds in
contention for a historic quadruple of tro-
phies. “We are still chasing like mad,” said
Klopp. “We just know we have to win, that
didn’t change and now we have to recover to
play the FA Cup final. There is no mercy.”

However, victory came at a cost as
Fabinho limped off with a muscle injury that
makes him a major doubt for both
Saturday’s FA Cup final and the Champions
League final against Real Madrid on May
28. “He felt a muscle, not too much,” added

Klopp. “He is quite positive but I’m not sure
what I can make of that to be honest.” With
one eye on Wembley, Klopp rolled the dice
with his team selection as Mohamed Salah
and Thiago Alcantara were left on the
bench, while there was no place in the
squad for Andy Robertson.

The visitors looked like a much-changed
side as Villa sprang out of the traps and
caught them cold. Alisson Becker had
already denied Ollie Watkins by the time
Steven Gerrard’s men took the lead on three
minutes. Luiz’s header was parried by
Alisson, but only back into the path of his
Brazilian international teammate to hammer
the rebound high into the net. Villa won this
fixture 7-2 last season, but Liverpool this
time bounced straight back from the early
blow of conceding.

The hosts did not deal with a free-kick
into the box and the ball eventually broke
for Virgil van Dijk to square for his centre-
back partner Matip to apply the finishing
touch. Chances continued to come at both
ends in a frantic first half. Mane headed
inches wide and Naby Keita missed his kick

with the goal gaping for Liverpool, while, at
the other end, Danny Ings just failed to keep
his header down from Lucas Digne’s invit-
ing cross.

Mane header 
Liverpool’s heavy schedule began to

show physically when Fabinho limped off
with a hamstring injury midway through the
first half. However, Liverpool went through
the gears in the second period to show the
gulf in class between the sides.

“We’ve got to take the big moments we
created in the game,” said Gerrard. “I’m
frustrated we didn’t score more than once.
“We were ambitious, brave and courageous
against one of the best teams in the world.”
Luis Diaz’s arrival in January has played a
huge part in keeping Klopp’s men in con-
tention for four trophies. The Colombian
created the winner as he teased Tyrone
Mings before delivering a pinpoint cross for
Mane to head in his 22nd goal of the season.

There were still nervy moments for
Liverpool to see out in the final quarter as
Villa sought to expose their high line. Twice

Ings failed to capitalize when played
through on goal before being flagged off-
side when he did finally put the ball in the
net. But Liverpool held on and will hope
Gerrard can finally come to their rescue in a

title race. Gerrard famously never won a
league title during his decorated playing
career at Anfield, but will take Villa to face
City at the Etihad on the final day of the
season. —AFP

Liverpool still chasing Man 
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Over 1,700 athletes 
to compete in 3rd  
Gulf Games 
KUWAIT: The Third Gulf Games will start on Friday
and will continue till May 31. Over 1,700 athletes will
compete in 16 games. The organizing committee held a
meeting which was chaired by State Minister for
National Assembly Affairs and State Minister for Youth
Affairs Mohammad Al-Rajihi in the presence of the
Deputy Chairman of Kuwait Olympic Committee
(KOC) Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, KOC Board Member, Chairman of Sports
Committee Sheikh Mubarak Faisal Al-Nawaf, Deputy
Director General of Public Authority for Sport Dr Saqer
Al-Mulla and KOC Secretary Hussein Al-Musallam.

The committee discussed all final details ahead of
the Games and welcomed all the participants and
guests. Meanwhile, some teams and delegates have

arrived. Saudi women’s Futsal team and Oman’s
Shooting teams were among the teams that arrived.
Others will arrive according to the competition’s
sequence in the games which will start with the
women’s athletics - followed by the men’s Futsal
games and Shooting competition.

Member of Saudi Arabian Football Federation,
Director of Women’s Football Department Lamyaa Bin
Bahayan said the Saudi women’s team is seeking for
positive results, adding that the aim is to present a
level that reflects the development of women’s football
in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf region.

Meanwhile, the General Supervisor of the Women’s
National Teams Aliya Al-Rasheed said preparation for
this event is according to the plans of the technical
department. “It was done in three stages - starting
with performance trials to select the best players for
the national team. The second was the Riyadh and
Jeddah stage during the month of Ramadan and finally
it was the camping season in Riyadh.

Athletics team returns
Meanwhile, Kuwait Athletics National Team will

return from Turkey today, where they trained for 20
days. The delegation was headed by treasurer, Faisal
Al-Dasam. Assistant Secretary and Chairman of
Teams Committee Manea Al-Ajmisais said the camp
achieved majority of their goals, adding that the
men’s team will continue their training at Ahmad Al-
Rashdan tracks.

Fencing targets gold
Technical Director of fencing teams Abdelkareem

Al-Shamlan said Kuwait’s ambition is to win gold
and search for a new leadership. He said Kuwait
teams are ready for the competition. He said while
the Foil and Epee are getting ready for a local train-
ing camp, the Sabre team is in a training camp in
Italy during which they will participate in the world
championship that will take place in Rome from May
19 to May 21.

Table Tennis training
Technical Director of Table Tennis Sabri Al-Ali

said the national team will continue their training
mornings and evenings at Salmiya Sports Club.

BIRMINGHAM: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (left) vies with Aston
Villa’s Brazilian midfielder Douglas Luiz during the English Premier League football
match between Aston Villa and Liverpool on May 10, 2022.  —AFP
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