
ABU DHABI: President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, who died on Friday, was a reserved fig-
ure who saw the United Arab Emirates skyrocket on
the global scene. Sheikh Khalifa, who died at the
age of 73, succeeded his father, the late UAE found-
ing president Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, as
ruler of Abu Dhabi, the largest and wealthiest of the
seven-member UAE.

Khalifa bin Zayed took over as the UAE’s second
president in November 2004, succeeding his father
as the 16th ruler of the emirate of Abu Dhabi, the
largest of the country’s seven cities and until 1971
an independent emirate. Sheikh Khalifa was at the
helm of the UAE as it began its global rise, with
service-oriented Dubai emerging as a global
tourism and trade hub and Abu Dhabi pumping oil
as a key OPEC player. He came to the rescue of
Dubai when it was hit by the global financial crisis
in 2009, extending a multi-billion-dollar lifeline to
the debt-laden emirate.

First elections
In a show of gratitude, Dubai ruler Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum suddenly
announced the world’s tallest tower, the Burj
Khalifa, would be named after the president. The
tower was initially dubbed Burj Dubai. The leader
ushered in the UAE’s first-ever elections in
December 2006, when handpicked electoral col-
leges chose half of the 40 members of an advisory

Federal National Council. Sheikh Khalifa said the
polling, in which women took part both as voters
and candidates, would culminate in direct elections.

During the first years of his reign, Sheikh Khalifa
appeared inclined to perpetuate his father’s foreign
policy of non-interference. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
was born in the oasis of Al-Ain, his father’s home-
town, which did not have schools at the time. He
studied the Holy Quran. In 1969, Sheikh Khalifa was
named crown prince of Abu Dhabi at the age of 21.
Two years later, he became Abu Dhabi’s prime min-
ister. As president, the sheikh was commander in
chief of the UAE’s armed forces and headed Abu
Dhabi’s Supreme Petroleum Council, which exerts
wide powers in the energy sector. Like his late
father, Sheikh Khalifa maintained close links with
various local tribes, often hosting their leaders in his
palace.

Multi-faceted development
Sheikh Khalifa, who succeeded founder of UAE

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan on November 4, 2004,
took the country from the phase of foundation to
empowerment. During his 18-year reign, Sheikh
Khalifa contributed to improvement of competitive-
ness index of nation which became the second
largest economy in the Arab region. The UAE took
large strides towards achievements, becoming the
first Arab and Islamic country to reach Mars and
one among very few to reach space. Sheikh Khalifa

launched, shortly after assuming office, his first gov-
ernment strategy for a balanced and sustainable
development to achieve prosperity for citizens.

Sheikh Khalifa, who continued the legacy of his
father Sheikh Zayed for security and stability,
supervised development of sectors of oil and gas,
and manufacturing industries which diversified
economy. The late President also launched housing,
road, educational and social projects, as well as

proposing an initiative to develop the legislative
authority by allowing elections of half of the
Federal National Council. He was re-elected as
president in 2009 and continued his contributions
to a multi-faceted development. Sheikh Khalifa was
named Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi in 1969, became
Prime Minister of Abu Dhabi district in July 1971
and named Deputy Commander of UAE Armed
forces in 1976. — Agencies
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DUBAI: A billboard displays the portrait of late UAE’s President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan in the Emirate of Dubai on
May 14, 2022. —AFP

President Sheikh Khalifa
witness to UAE’s boom

Sheikh Khalifa contributed to multi-faceted development

Kuwait Amir’s envoy
offers condolence
over Sheikh Khalifa’s
passing
ABU DHABI: Representing His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and his accompanying
delegation on Saturday offered condolence to UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

and Al Nahyan family sheikhs over the passing of
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

His Highness the Prime Minister’s accompanying
delegation comprises Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, Sheikh
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Foreign
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah and Advisor at His Highness the Prime
Minister’s Diwan Sheikh Dr Basel Humoud Al-
Sabah. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled was seen off at the
airport by First Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
and Head of His Highness the Prime Minister’s
Diwan Abdulaziz Dakheel Al-Dakheel. — KUNA

Tributes pour in
after passing of
UAE president
DUBAI: Tributes poured in from around the world
on Friday after the United Arab Emirates announced
the passing of its president, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan.

United States
President Joe Biden said Sheikh Khalifa was “a

true partner and friend of the United States”, adding
the US “will honor his memory by continuing to
strengthen” relations with the UAE.

Russia
“Sheikh Khalifa did much to strengthen friendly

relations and constructive cooperation,” President
Vladimir Putin said, adding that the late president
would be remembered for the “remarkable progress”
the UAE had made during his rule.

European Union
European Council President Charles Michel said

it was “with sadness” that he had learned of Sheikh
Khalifa’s death. “The EU honors his legacy and
leadership under which the UAE became frontrun-
ner of sustainable development and economic
diversification.”

Britain
In a condolence message to the crown prince,

Queen Elizabeth II said: “Your distinguished brother
devoted his life to serving the people of the United
Arab Emirates and his relationship with its allies and
friends. He will be long remembered by all who work
for regional stability, understanding between nations
and between faiths, and for the conservation cause.”

France
President Emmanuel  Macron said:  “My

thoughts go out to his brother Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Zayed, to his whole family and to
the Emirati people.”

India
Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted he was

“deeply saddened” over the news, saying Sheikh
Khalifa “was a great statesman and visionary leader
under whom India-UAE relations prospered”.

Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif tweeted he was

“grieved to hear about the passing” of Sheikh
Khalifa, adding: “UAE has lost a visionary leader
and Pakistan a great friend.”

Palestine
President Mahmud Abbas said he “mourns” for

the UAE.

Jordan
Jordan expressed the “deepest sympathies of

King Abdullah and the people of Jordan, as they
stand with the people of the UAE in these diffi-
cult times”.

Egypt
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi said Sheikh

Khalifa was a “loyal friend in all circumstances and
conditions”.

Iran
In a letter to his UAE counterpart, Foreign

Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian expressed
“grief and regret” over Sheikh Khalifa’s death.

Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia said it “shares the UAE people’s

sorrows” over the death of the president.

Qatar
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani offered

“the brotherly people of the UAE my deepest con-
dolences and sympathy”. —AFP

ABU DHABI: The flag of United Arab Emirates flies at half-
mast outside the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu
Dhabi on May 13, 2022. —AFP

Sheikh Khalifa man
of peace: Human
Fraternity Committee
ABU DHABI: The Higher Committee of Human
Fraternity (HCHF) has mourned the death of Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who passed away on
Friday. In a statement, the HCHF said Sheikh Khalifa
departed after a journey full of giving, during which
he planted goodness, compassion and peace for all
of humanity following in the footsteps of his wise
father, the late founding father of the UAE, Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

The HCHF appreciated Sheikh Khalifa’s tremen-

dous efforts to promote values of coexistence, com-
passion and tolerance. “As the Higher Committee of
Human Fraternity mourns the late Sheikh Khalifa, it
extends its sincere condolences to His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Ruler of
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the patron of human fra-
ternity - and to the people of the United Arab
Emirates,” the statement added.

The General Secretariat of the Council of Arab
Interior Ministers has mourned the passing of
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. In a statement,
the General Secretariat extended its members’
heartfelt condolences to the UAE leadership, gov-
ernment and people on the loss of a great leader
and prayed to Allah Almighty to grant Sheikh
Khalifa eternal peace and his family and the UAE
people patience and solace. —WAM

Sheikh Khalifa laid to rest

ABU DHABI: Late UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan was laid to rest at Al-Bateen Cemetery in Abu Dhabi
on May 13, 2022. Senior UAE sheikhs and officials led the funeral prayer and processions. — AFP photos

ABU DHABI: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah offers condolence over the
passing of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. — KUNA


