
Gulf Bank launches
competition for 
digital data, analytics
enthusiasts
KUWAIT: As part of its efforts to support digital
transformation and achieve the goals of Kuwait
Vision 2035, Gulf Bank will launch its first
“Datathon” competition which will be open to all
digital data and analytics enthusiasts aged 18 years
and above. The Datathon is set to take place over a
two-day period, from May 27-28.

The winners of the competition will receive
financial rewards worth KD 1000 in the “Data
Modeling and Visualization” category, KD 500 in
the “Data Visualization” category, and KD 500 in
the “Digital Analytics” category.

In this regard, the Head of the Digital
Transformation and Innovation Unit at Gulf Bank,
Mai Al-Owaish, said: “This event will enhance and

disseminate data culture
in the digital community
- from data analysts to
application developers,
e-commerce profession-
als, web authors, and all
types of digital content
creators.”

She pointed out that
the Bank aims to educate
and enhance partici-
pants’ knowledge of data
visualization and the lat-
est digital analytics techniques, which is why Gulf
Bank is encouraging all members of the community
to participate, with the only requirement for partici-
pation being participants’ interest in learning more
about data and digital technologies.

New Technologies
She added: “At Gulf Bank, we believe that pro-

viding a datathon competition will encourage more
people to innovate digitally, enabling participants to
experiment with modern technologies and tech-
niques to provide the best digital expertise to
Kuwaiti society.”

She noted also that the public has the opportuni-
ty to attend three free training workshops hosted
by data experts at Gulf Bank. The workshops will
focus on data science, web and app analytics, and
the latest data visualization techniques. Participants
can attend one or more workshops and apply what
they have learned in the competition.

Digital Transformation
“At Gulf Bank, we have taken the responsibility

to contribute to Kuwait’s digital transformation
and Kuwait Vision 2035, and we are committed to
hosting events and using our resources to develop
a local tech-savvy community. In fact, the
Datathon is one of several steps aimed at provid-
ing society with a new set of skills and challenges,
helping future generations to use data to achieve
our sustainable development goals, strengthen the
economy, and contribute to our society’s collective
benefit through digital data and services,” said
Owaish. To register for the competition, please vis-
it the Datathon page on Gulf Bank’s website. 

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the leading Kuwaiti
Bank of the Future. The Bank is  constantly
engaging and empowering its employees as part
of an inclusive and diversified workplace in
recognition of every employee’s role in deliver-
ing customer excellence and serving the com-
munity at large. With its extensive network of
branches and innovative digital services, Gulf
Bank is able to give its customers the choice of
how and where to conduct their banking trans-
actions, all while ensuring a simple and seamless
banking experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining a robust
sustainability program at the community, econom-
ic, and environmental levels through sustainability
initiatives that are strategically selected to benefit
both the country and the bank. Gulf Bank supports
Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwait” and works with
various parties to achieve it.

News in brief
School closed Sunday, tests
can be moved to Monday

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education announced
that public and private schools will be closed on
Sunday, May 15, as Kuwait observes a state of
mourning on late UAE President Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan’s passing. Any tests set for
Sunday can be moved to Monday, it added.

Kuwait condemns Sinai attack 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Friday strongly condemned a
“cowardly terrorist” attack on a security check-
point in northern Sinai, Egypt, which killed and
injured a number of servicemen. The State of
Kuwait expresses full solidarity with Egypt and
supports all measures taken by the government
of Cairo to preserve security and stability as well
as confronting terrorism and extremism, the for-
eign ministry said in a statement. It offered con-
dolences for the families of the victims, Egyptian
leadership and people, and wished speedy
recovery for the wounded.

Kuwait oil price at $115.20 pb

KUWAIT: Price of Kuwaiti oil went up by $3.01 to
$115.20 per barrel on Friday compared with $112.19
pb on Thursday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) said in a statement on Saturday. Globally,
price of the Brent crude rose by $4.10 to 111.55 pb,
while West Texas Intermediate crude increased by
$4.36 to $110.49 pb.

Sunday, May 15, 2022
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By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Many expats send foodstuff to their fam-
ilies and children in their homelands by land or air
due to the reasonable prices of food in Kuwait. But
recently, several residents have complained of the
difficulty in shipping food products outside Kuwait,
saying shipping companies have stopped accepting
their shipments due to the coronavirus situation and
the war in Ukraine. Kuwait Times spoke with a num-
ber of overland shipping offices to find out whether
new laws have been imposed on sending foodstuff
outside Kuwait.

Ahmad Mostafa, who works at a shipping compa-
ny in Hawally, told Kuwait Times that many parents
send food supplies to their children studying abroad,
mostly in Jordan, Egypt and Syria. “Recently, the
customs in Sulaibiya made it hard to ship these kinds
of items, especially to Egypt. Legally, there is no law
to stop such shipments, but it depends on the cus-
toms employees, if they allow them to pass or not,”
Mostafa said.

According to Hassan Awad, his office has stopped
accepting any orders to ship to Egypt. He said this

saves the company time at overland customs clear-
ance, as some customers are not honest about what is
in their cartons, which makes it difficult for the com-
pany to declare the actual items on the truck.
“Shipping food items from subsidized rations distrib-
uted to Kuwaitis is on the forbidden list, which some
customers try to manipulate and send to their family
abroad in various ways,” Awad said.

A source at the overland customs clearance in
Sulaibiya told Kuwait Times shipping companies do
not follow the restrictions imposed by the customs.
“Land shipping companies must follow the correct

procedures in dealing with shipped foodstuff, as the
shipping company must obtain approval from the
food authority and register what is being exported
from Kuwait to other countries,” he pointed out.
“Accordingly, information about foodstuffs and their
type and validity should be recorded on the customs
declaration, even if the shipment is personal.”

Regarding the current laws and instructions in this
regard, the source said the General Administration of
Customs issued instruction no. 31 of 2022 regarding
preventing the export of vegetable oils, as the export
and reexport of vegetable oils is prohibited from April
1, 2022 until June 31, 2022. On March 12, 2020, the
customs issued instructions (no. 30 of 2020) to ban
the export of all goods and food products outside the
country, except for those that have written approval
from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

The source affirmed that shipping ration products
is a crime punishable by law. “Ration food products
are on the main list of goods whose export is restrict-
ed. Based on law no. 10 of 2003 and resolution no. 30
of 2003, a fine amounting to the value of the smug-
gled food items will be imposed and the items will be
confiscated,” he explained. 

Kuwait expats face problems
sending food outside country
COVID, Ukraine war blamed for ordeal

Mai Al-Owaish

Kuwait Airways
attends AUM
career fair
KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways Corporation concluded
its participation in the career fair organized by
American University of the Middle East on May
10-12. The airline received students who wish to
work at KAC. Director of Human Resources at
KAC Ahmad Al-Bannai said KAC’s participation in
the job opportunities exhibition aims at attracting
young talents of new graduates and encouraging
them to join the marketplace, as KAC focuses on
supporting youth and training them to become
effective elements in the society.

Twelve injured in
Jleeb elevator 
collapse
KUWAIT: Firemen rescued 12 persons who
suffered fractures and bruises when an eleva-
tor cabinet fell down, while two other persons
were not harmed. Investigations are under-
way to determine the cause of the accident
which happened in a Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh
building, Kuwait Fire Force said. Meanwhile,
firemen battled a blaze in an air conditioning
unit on top of a building in Mubarakiya
Market. The fire was very limited and did not
cause any damage, Kuwait Fire Force said,
noting that an investigation was opened to
reveal its cause.

Some shipping
companies ‘don’t

follow rules’


