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Stitching together discarded mobile
phone keyboards to make art,
Ivorian artist Mounou Desire Koffi

hopes to raise awareness about pollution.
“I wanted to contribute something new,”
said the artist, whose work is on display
in Abidjan until July. In his studio in
Bingerville, near the Ivorian business
capital, the 28-year-old describes himself
as “young contemporary artist” who
wants to stand out from the crowd.

“Iʼve been passionate about drawing
since childhood. It was always me the

teacher would send to the blackboard to
illustrate lessons,” he says. When he
decided he wanted to go to art school, his
parents, who worked as farmers in south-
western Ivory Coast, had no idea what it
was. His art teacher had to visit to per-
suade them to let him go.

After graduating at the top of his class
from the Abidjan Art School, he started
looking for old mobile phone keyboards
and screens on roadsides, in gutters and
in rubbish tips. “Now I have a whole team
that is paid according to the quality of

what they turn up with,” he says. “I told
them: ʻStop throwing things away. Bring
them to me and we can work with them.ʼ”

ʻSolve a problemʼ 
In his studio, someone has dropped

off bags brimming with mobile phone
spare parts. Koffi dives into a pile of key-
boards and screens to find those he
needs. Placing them side by side on the
canvas, he creates colourful human sil-
houettes in urban settings. Some of his
works sell for up to $1,500. He says the

aim is to try to “solve a problem” in a
country where rubbish sorting is almost
non-existent, and most household waste
ends up in piles in the street.

“Most of my works reflect manʼs day-
to-day existence in society,” he said. “I
think phones are the tools that are most
close to us at the moment. We have
almost everything stored in our phones.”
The artist, who had exhibited his works in
Morocco, Belgium and France, says his
works seek to spark reflection about
waste. “We find all sorts of things in our

dustbins... Iʼm trying to make people
more aware.”

Keen to reflect current debates, Koffi
has in his paintings portrayed pollution,
but also floods, traffic jams and child sol-
diers. One of his latest series, titled “Life
here”, recounts daily life in Abidjan. After
a first exhibition in the coastal town of
Bassam, his work is now on show until
July at the capitalʼs Donwahi
Foundation.— AFP

Workers of the Ivorian artist Mounou Desire Koffi (not seen) fix the reproduced image on a carpet, one of the stages in the
making of artworks with used telephone keyboards in Bingerville, a commune of Abidjan. — AFP photos

Ivorian artist Mounou Desire Koffi cuts out an image on the screen of his artwork reproduced on a carpet of used telephone
keyboards in Bingerville. 

Ivorian artist Mounou Desire Koffi selects used telephone keyboards he uses to
make his artworks.

Ivorian artist Mounou Dersire Koffi makes an artwork with used telephone key-
boards.

The Ivorian artist Mounou Desire Koffi traces an image on used telephone key-
boards.

Kendrick Lamar, the rapper whose
poignant lyricism has soundtracked
the Black Lives Matter movement

and compelled many to call him the voice
of a generation, dropped his first solo
album in five years on Friday. His long-
anticipated fifth studio album “Mr. Morale
and the Big Steppers” was released to
streaming services overnight, and sees
Lamar deliver raw self-reflection set
against cutting social criticism.

The record is expected to dominate the
charts and place the Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning Lamar once again at the center of
the American cultural conversation. Born
in Compton, California, the 34-year-old
artist is renowned as one of contemporary
musicʼs most impactful writers, with his
verses offering personal insights while
taking on systemic issues such as race
relations and structural poverty.

Set to jazz-heavy instrumentals, the
Grammy-winnerʼs music has made him a
household name and a rare artist whose
work is commercially successful but who
is not dependent on constantly churning
out content. “Kendrick is a true lyricist,”
said Lakeyta Bonnette-Bailey, a professor
at Georgia State University who has writ-
ten extensively on the relationships
between rap, politics and social justice.

“The way that he uses metaphors, the
way that he hits on certain beats with cer-
tain verse... itʼs an entire experience,” she
told AFP. “He always has something pro-
found to say.” In 2018 Lamar became the
first rapper to win the Pulitzer Prize for
music, with the awardʼs board saying his
album “DAMN.” was “unified by its ver-
nacular authenticity and rhythmic
dynamism that offers affecting vignettes
capturing the complexity of modern
African American life.”

ʻAuthenticityʼ 
Following that historic win, he curated

and contributed a number of songs to the
soundtrack for the film “Black Panther,”
including his Grammy- and Oscar-nomi-
nated collaboration with SZA, “All The

Stars.” Lamar also featured on a number
of songs with fellow artists, including his
cousin Baby Keemʼs latest album.

But his five-year hiatus from producing
solo work had some fans speculating
about his possible retirement. Lamar put
those rumors to bed last month in
announcing his fifth studio record-an 18-
track double album that sees the rapper
once more turn his socially conscious
gaze to our tumultuous era.

Bonnette-Bailey said Lamar had a tal-
ent for “letting people inside his mind,” a
quality that drew in his listeners. “(He is)
telling stories of his own personal strug-
gles through his music, as well as docu-
menting and telling the story of what is
occurring in Black America, or in
Compton, or in the whole Black diaspora,”
she said.

ʻBare my soulʼ 
The albumʼs first track “United In Grief”

opens with a choir singing the line “I hope
you find some peace of mind in this life-
time,” before Lamar comes in: “Iʼve been
goinʼ through somethinʼ.” Throughout the
album, Lamar meditates on inner
demons, repressed emotions, the strug-
gles of family life and the trappings of
fame. Spoken-word track “We Cry
Together,” which features actress Taylour
Paige, portrays a fighting couple whose
biting words see personal anger transition
into structural rage.

“You the reason why strong women
f***d up / Why they say itʼs a man world /
See, you the reason for Trump / You the
reason we overlooked, underpaid, under-
booked, under shame,” read the lyrics. In
“Auntie Diaries,” Lamar critiques societyʼs
treatment of transgender people, while in
“Savior” he warns against turning to
celebrities for guidance. The albumʼs cov-
er is a photo of Lamar wearing a crown of
thorns and holding a young child, while a
woman who appears to be his partner
Whitney Alford is in the background, hold-
ing an infant.

In the raw, soulful track “Mother I
Sober,” Lamar lays bare stories of child-
hood trauma, infidelity and sexual abuse.
That track ends with a womanʼs voice
telling a child: “You did it, Iʼm proud of you
/ You broke a generational curse,” before
the same choir that began the album clos-
es the track. “Before I go in fast asleep /
Love me for me,” they sing. “I bare my
soul and now weʼre free.”— AFP

Funny old world:
The week’s 
offbeat news

From demanding parents to Japanʼs
temples to the tinkle... Your weekly
roundup of offbeat stories from

around the world.

Only in India 
Indian parents can be notoriously

demanding, none more so than a couple
who are suing their son for nearly
$650,000 (626,400 euros) for not giving
them a grandchild. Sanjeev and Sadhana
Prasad from Haridwar say they exhausted
themselves paying for their pilot sonʼs
education and his lavish wedding. They
coughed up $80,000 for the marriage and
honeymoon abroad and $65,000 so he
could learn to fly in the United States, only
for him to return to India unemployed. “My
son has been married for six years but
they are still not planning a baby,” the
couple said in their court petition. To make
matters worse, he wonʼt move in with
them as tradition demands. “At least if we
have a grandchild to spend time with, our
pain will become bearable,” pleaded the
Prasads.

Off their Potters 
Quidditch players, who run around a

field with a stick between their legs, say
they want to be taken seriously. The
game, which comes from the “Harry
Potter” books, is holding its European
championships in Ireland in July as it bids
to be accepted as a “high intensity sport”.
French player Tiphaine Pasquereau
insists is more than just pretending to be
flying on a broomstick and demands great
skill and verve.

Stiff drink 
Japanese authorities are investigating

how schoolgirls were given hand sanitizer
to drink during a 5,000-metre (16,400-
foot) walking race. Organizers in
Yamanashi mistakenly poured the sanitiz-
er into cups at drinks stations, with one
student collapsing after swigging the
industrial alcohol. Two others were also
taken to hospital. Whereʼs the money?
Embarrassing as that was, it was nothing
on the red faces in the Japanese town of
Abu where officials mistakenly sent a resi-
dent $360,000 in pandemic aid. Officials
immediately visited the person and were
promised the money would be returned.
But later the recipient said they had
“moved the money” and were now
“unable to return it”.

Double fault 
To Rome where the organizers of its

big tennis tournament seemed to have
pulled off a major coup in getting Peng
Shuai, the Chinese star who disappeared
after accusing a senior politician of abus-
ing her, back on the court. But as media
began asking questions, the organizers
had to admit they had confused her with
her namesake Zhang Shuai, who is
ranked 40th in the world.— AFP 

In this file photo rapper
Kendrick Lamar per-
forms during the 2016
Austin City Limits Music
Festival at Zilker Park in
Austin, Texas.—AFP 


