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Takashi Murakami is known for
blending pop art and Asian fine
arts, but for his latest exhibition in

New York, he is moving into the meta-
verse. At the show “An Arrow Through
History” that opened this week at
Manhattanʼs Gagosian Gallery,
Murakami builds bridges from traditional
fine arts to Japanese pop art to buzzy
NFTs-the digital tokens that represent
original artwork.

Murakami told AFP he is concerned
that younger generations are screen-
obsessed and “donʼt understand the
contemporary art history.” “They can

enjoy very few things, but with the plus
of augmented reality, maybe the young
people open their eyes more and then
step into the contemporary art scene,”
the 60-year-old Japanese artist said. Of
late, athletes, artists, celebrities and tech
stars have been hawking NFTs, which
use the same blockchain technology as
cryptocurrencies.

“When I work on a creative produc-
tion, I make no distinction between digi-
tal and analog,” Murakami said in a
statement from Gagosian. “Iʼm always
working in the context of contemporary
art, and that context is all about whether

I can be involved in events that manage
to trigger a cognitive revolution.”

ʻInto the metaverseʼ 
In one piece, Murakami painted thick

canvases and wooden structures the
blue and white patterns of fish, inspired
by Chinese porcelain vases dating back
to the Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368). Using
Snapchat and an augmented reality fil-
ter, visitors can be immersed in the exhi-
bition room via their phones, standing
among digital images of fish that swim
among the physically real works of art.

“Japanese culture originally came

from the Eurasian continent, and my
concept has been to go beyond from
there into the metaverse, shooting
through the history of art with a single
arrow,” Murakami said in the statement.
The metaverse is an immersive virtual
reality which is accessible with augment-
ed or virtual reality glasses, and is a
concept that has experienced a boost in
recent years.

Stuck at home during the coronavirus
pandemic, Murakami told AFP that “I
was watching the reality in my house, so
that was a very monumental moment.”
“For us it was getting super stressful

every day, we could not go outside,” he
said-but his kids could enjoy VR. “That
meant I had to change the mind, to fit in
with the next generation of my kids,” he
said. “This is my first answer-the show.”

Murakami is also set to open a spe-
cial exhibition at The Broad contempo-
rary art museum in Los Angeles, titled
“Takashi Murakami: Stepping on the Tail
of a Rainbow,” which will include immer-
sive environments and run from May 21
until September 25.— AFP

Celebrated Spanish mezzo-soprano
Teresa Berganza, who performed
in the worldʼs greatest concert halls

since the 1950s, has died at the age of
89, Spainʼs culture ministry announced.
“We are very sad to learn of the death of
Teresa Berganza,” the ministry tweeted,
saying Berganza had died on Friday.
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez hailed her
as “one of the greatest female voices in
the world”. “Her voice, her elegance, her
art will be with us forever,” Sanchez con-
tinued.

The Madrid-born singer specialized in

the works of Rossini and Mozart. She
was also famed for her appearances in
the leading role of Bizetʼs famous opera
“Carmen”. In a message released
posthumously by her family to the
Spanish media, Berganza said, “I donʼt
want a public announcement or a wake,
nothing. “I came into the world without
anyone knowing, I want it to be the same
when I leave it.”

Berganza made her operatic debut in
1957 as Dorabella in Mozartʼs “Cosi fan
tutte” in at the Aix-en-Provence Festival in
southern France. The following year she

made her first appearance in the United
States, singing in Dallas alongside Maria
Callas in Cherubiniʼs opera “Medea”. She
went on to sing in the worldʼs most
famous concert halls, from Vienna to
Milan, via Paris, London, New York and
Chicago. Berganza was the first woman
to be admitted to the Royal Academy of
Arts in Spain and was also awarded an
honorary doctorate by Madridʼs
Complutense University. In 2005 she was
awarded the Legion dʼHonneur, Franceʼs
highest honor. — AFP

A person stands in front of artist Takashi Murakami’s ‘108 Earthly Temptations, 2021-22’ during a press pre-
view for ‘An Arrow through History’ at Gagosian’s New York galleries. — AFP photos

A person stands in front of artist Takashi Murakami’s ‘Flowers’.

A person stands in front of artist Takashi Murakami’s ‘#1
Murakami Arhat, 2022’.

Artist Takashi Murakami stands in front of “Grass Carp,
2022” during a press preview for “An Arrow Through
History” at Gagosian’s New York galleries in New York City.

Gabriella Chu poses in front of artist Takashi Murakami’s ‘CLONE X ◊ TAKASHI MURAKAMI #2 Lonesome Cowboy, 2022 ‘.

In this file photo taken in February 1975,
Spanish mezzo-soprano Teresa Berganza pos-
es for a picture. Spanish opera singer Teresa
Berganza died at the age of 89, announced
Spanish media. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on October 24, 1996
Spanish Opera singer, Teresa Berganza smiles
during a press conference in Madrid.

A person stands in front of artist Takashi Murakami’s NFT project called Murakami Flowers.A person stands in front of artist Takashi Murakami’s
‘Murakami.Flower Pink & White’.

A person stands in front of artist Takashi Murakami’s ‘Avatar HIROPON
Style, 2022’.


