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HANOI: Myanmar’s eSports athletes must battle
not only online opponents but also a creaky
national infrastructure in their bid to make it in
the ferociously competitive world of gaming. A
relative newcomer to the fast-growing electronic
sports scene, Myanmar sees eSports as a way of
connecting to the outside world, a top gaming
official from the country told AFP at the SEA
Games in the Vietnamese capital Hanoi. ESports
are a popular choice among many Asian youths
seeking the promise of fame and fortune on the
digital battleground.

But Myanmar’s budding gaming stars face chal-
lenges that are unthinkable for many of their rivals.
Power outages and internet connection problems
are routine obstacles in the developing country
where the civilian government of Aung San Suu
Kyi was toppled by the army in February 2021.
“Blackouts are a challenging factor,” Myanmar
Esports Federation vice president Kaung Myat San
said, adding that gamers who do not have back-up
generators “will find it difficult”.

Myanmar is plagued by a frail energy grid that
particularly stumbles during the hot summer
months when electricity use is high, forcing locals
to buy costly generators for their power needs.
Another barrier is the country’s internet, which
although “getting better” is still slower than other
countries, said Kaung. Gamers can suffer “high
ping”-a lag between the player inputting a com-
mand and the server responding to it-which can be
fatal in a sport where fractions of seconds are the
difference between online life and death.

“High ping is an issue for some games, especial-
ly to enter international events that are hosted

online,” he said, adding that was however “only a
small percent”. He declined to comment if his
country’s political troubles were a factor on local
eSports performance. Underlining the fears people
have of being seen to criticize the ruling junta, one
eSports player at the SEA Games declined to give
his name in describing how they sometimes have
to hop from one location to another in the middle
of the day when the power cuts out. He said that
they usually get about 18 hours of electricity a day.

‘Catch up to the world’ 
ESports made its debut at the biennial SEA

Games in 2019 and was also set to feature at the
Asian Games in China later this year, before those
Games were postponed because of COVID. Talk
has bubbled away for years about eSports one day
making the Olympics. International gaming com-
petitions meanwhile can draw vast online and in-
person audiences and prize pools in the tens of
millions of dollars. The obstacles teams from
Myanmar face has not stopped some making their
mark in eSports.

The Burmese Ghouls, a professional team, took
second place at the Mobile Legends M2 World
Championship in January 2021. At the SEA Games
in Hanoi, a row of Myanmar eSports players furi-
ously tapped at their phones against Singapore in
a Friday group-stage match of League of Legends:
Wild Rift. After a 15-minute battle, the Myanmar
group bowed out from the brightly lit stage with
their second loss of the day after being beaten
earlier to Vietnam.

The athletes declined to speak to the media,
shying away from queries. Kaung said despite the

defeat, the country’s 29-strong eSports squad
still stand a chance at winning medals in two oth-
er mobile gaming events in Hanoi. He is confident
about Myanmar’s long-term gaming prospects,
but the players need help. “For our players to

overcome these problems, they have to join pro-
fessional eSports organizations which can sup-
port them. Sponsoring them can grow their
careers,” he said. “Through eSports we can catch
up to the world.” —AFP
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HANOI: The FIFA Online 4 esports team of Thailand (left) competes against Singapore in a football esport
game during the 31st Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games) in Hanoi on May 14, 2022.  —AFP

Asian pole vault 
king Obiena sets 
SEA Games record
HANOI: Asia’s top pole vaulter Ernest John
Obiena set his sights on the World Athletics
Championships in July after retaining his SEA
Games title by easily clearing a Games-record
5.46m on Saturday. The 26-year-old Filipino,
ranked the sixth-best men’s pole vaulter in the
world, eclipsed his own previous Southeast Asian
Games record 5.45m he set in winning gold in
2019. But in hazy conditions at My Dinh National
Stadium in the Vietnamese capital Hanoi, Obiena
fell short of bettering his Asian-record 5.93m.

“I wanted to beat the Asian record. You never
know how many chances I get, I wanted, I really
wanted it today,” he told reporters afterwards,
having failed three times at 5.94m. But he was
nevertheless feeling “positive” about the World

Championships in Oregon in two months’ time.
“The first battle is I need to make sure I get in
there. (First) I get selected to compete and the
next one is perform well,” said Obiena, who was
joint 11th at last summer’s Tokyo Olympics.
“That’s why I’m here. I’m preparing.”

2027 SEA Games
Meanwhile, Malaysia will host the 2027 SEA

Games and Singapore the 2029 edition, the two
countries said on Thursday, hours ahead of the
opening ceremony of the COVID-delayed 2021
showpiece in  Vietnam. Olympic Counci l  of
Malaysia president Norza Zakaria said in a
statement that a meeting at a Hanoi hotel saw
the SEA Games Federation “unanimously” award
his country the event for the seventh time.

Singapore ’s  Olympic  Counci l  sa id  on
Facebook that the city-state will hold the bien-
nial Games for a fifth time. “We are pleased to
host the prestigious regional sporting event in
Singapore again,” council president Tan Chuan-
Jin said in the social  media post . The 2021
Games in the Vietnamese capital Hanoi were

delayed six months because of COVID and are
set to officially open later Thursday. The 2023
SEA Games are  scheduled to  be he ld  in
Cambodia and 2025 will be in the Thai capital
Bangkok. —AFP

After epic run and 
Masters win, No.1 
Scheffler seeks title
TULSA: Top-ranked Masters champion Scottie
Scheffler enters next week’s PGA Championship on a
run major rivals are calling “dangerous” and “border-
line Tigeresque” even as the 25-year-old American
downplays his feats. The year’s second major tourna-
ment tees off Thursday at Southern Hills with Scheffler
trying to become the first man to get halfway to a cal-
endar-year Grand Slam since fellow Texan Jordan
Spieth in 2015.

“It’s nice to be on a good run,” said Scheffler. “I
really just try to stay in the moment. Goals, expecta-
tions, nothing like that changes for me. I just like being
out here playing golf.” Scheffler began an astonishing
two-month run by winning his first US PGA title in
February at the Phoenix Open, then captured his sec-
ond in March at Bay Hill in the Arnold Palmer
Invitational.

After a disappointing share of 55th at The Players
Championship, Scheffler won the WGC Match Play
Championship and followed that with his first major
title, taking the green jacket and the top ranking with
his victory at Augusta National. “He’s setting the bar
pretty high right now and obviously he’s the guy to

chase for all of us,” said US PGA Tour veteran Will
Zalatoris. “What he’s doing is borderline Tigeresque.
It’s pretty cool to see.”

Tiger Woods, the 15-time major winner who
returned last month at the Masters from severe leg
injuries in a February 2021 car crash, will play at
Southern Hi l ls , where he won the 2007 PGA
Championship. He tested his stamina for walking the
course in a practice round last month. But Phil
Mickelson, who last year won the PGA at age 50 to
become the oldest major winner in golf history, will
not defend his crown, the PGA of America
announced Friday.

The US left-hander has not played since his contro-
versial comments in support of the Saudi-backed LIV
Golf series were revealed in February. He apologized
for the remarks and said he needed a break from golf.
He has missed two majors in a year for the first time
since 1993. Mickelson was sure to face questions
about his future on the US PGA Tour, which refused to
grant members releases to compete in the LIV Golf
opener next month in London.

Scheffler played a practice round earlier this month
at Southern Hills. “It’s a really good test,” Scheffler said.
“It looked pretty similar to what it did before. A lot of
sight lines off the tee were still very familiar to me.
“Definitely cleared out a lot of trees, but other than that
most of the green complexes are pretty similar.” Spieth
was the most recent winner of the first two majors in a
season at the 2015 Masters and US Open. Before that it
was Woods in 2002 with the same combination.

A schedule change has the PGA after the Masters
now, a double only three players have managed-Sam
Snead in 1949, Jack Burke Jr. in 1956 and Jack
Nicklaus in 1963 and 1975. Tokyo Olympic champion
Xander Schauffele warns that Scheffler could join his
fellow Americans. “He’s very playful, practices really
hard. You’re always going to see Scottie out there
chipping or putting pretty late in the day,”
Schauffele said. “I’m not surprised he has been win-
ning so much and playing great. I imagine him being
very comfortable, which is a dangerous place for the
world number one.” —AFP

TEXAS: Scottie Scheffler plays a shot on the 12th hole
during the second round of the AT&T Byron Nelson at TPC
Craig Ranch on May 13, 2022 in McKinney, Texas.  —AFP

Munoz shares lead 
with Skinns, Palmer 
at US PGA Tour 
LOS ANGELES: Sebastian Munoz followed up his first-
round 60 with a three-under par 69 on Friday to maintain
a share of the US PGA Tour Byron Nelson tournament
alongside rookie David Skinns and Ryan Palmer. US vet-
eran Palmer surged up the leaderboard with 10 birdies in
a 10-under par 62 while Skinns, a 40-year-old from
England who finally made it to the PGA Tour via the Korn
Ferry developmental circuit, had 10 birdies and a bogey
in his nine-under 63 at TPC Craig Ranch in McKinney,
Texas, north of Dallas. The trio were tied on 15-under par
129, one stroke in front of American Justin Lower who
signed for a 66.

Former Masters champion Charl Schwartzel of South
Africa was two back on 13-under 131. Munoz, who on
Thursday became the first player to post two rounds of
60 in the same PGA Tour season, said things were more
difficult from the get-go on Friday. “We had a lot more

in-between numbers, we struggled with the speed of the
greens on the front. It’s tough to back a 60, but I feel like
I did a good job of closing the round and going out with
a 69.” Munoz settled for bogey from a greenside bunker
at 11, then after a birdie at 13 he three-putted for bogey at
17. An 18-foot birdie putt at the first was the turning
point, said Munoz, who added birdies at five, six and
eight. Skinns, who has missed nine cuts in 14 starts this
season, powered up the leaderboard with five birdies in
five holes from the seventh through the 11th, a run capped
by his 21-foot birdie at 11. At 18 he got up and down from
a greenside bunker for a birdie, rolling in a 10-foot putt.

“It has been a bit of a struggle,” Skinns admitted of his
first US PGA Tour season. “I came off a really nice run on
the Korn Ferry Tour to finish and I felt good going into
the PGA Tour season. “Then when you find yourself not
getting in every tournament and you start to slip behind a
little in the points it’s tough to see yourself continue to fall
down the list. “You’ve eventually got to figure out a dif-
ferent game to play, you can’t keep looking at that other-
wise it will demoralize you a little bit.”

Palmer, a four-time PGA Tour winner, is a local
favorite, but he hasn’t received the same attention this
week as a couple of other North Texas natives-world
number one and Masters champion Scottie Scheffler and

former number one Jordan Spieth. But he gave local fans
something to look at, teeing off on 10 and stringing
together four straight birdies from the 12th through the
15th-a run that featured a 21-footer at 14. He added two
more birdies at 17 and 18 — where he stuck his approach
from the rough a foot from the pin. —AFP

TEXAS: David Skinns of England plays a shot from a
bunker on the 18th hole during the second round of
the AT&T Byron Nelson at TPC Craig Ranch on May 13,
2022. —AFP

Tiger continues 
comeback from 
severe injuries 
TULSA: Tiger Woods continues his comeback
from severe leg injuries at next week’s PGA
Championship after making a sensational
return at last month’s Masters with plenty of
curiosity over the state of his game. The 15-
time major champion practiced last month at
Southern Hills and excited fans hope he can
improve on his 47th-place finish at Augusta
National, where Woods called finishing 72
holes among his greatest career achievements.

“Some of the players who are close to me
have seen it and have seen some of the things
I’ve had to endure,” Woods said last month.
“It has been a tough road and one that I’m
very thankful to have had the opportunity to
be able to grind through. “I think it was a
positive and I’ve got some work to do and
looking forward to it.”

Woods, a former world number one now
ranked 804th, won the 2007 PGA
Championship at Southern Hills and returns to
the Tulsa, Oklahoma, layout 15 months after a
severe car crash that so badly damaged his
right leg that he feared it might have to be
amputated. “To go from that to here, we’re
excited about the prospects of the future,
about training, about getting into that gym and
doing some other stuff to get my leg stronger,”
Woods said after his final round at the Masters
last month. “We’ll get back after it.”

Woods, 46, fired a 63 in the second round
in 2007 at Southern Hills on his way to the
title and came back a few weeks ago to see
what changes a course renovation had
brought since walking a course for four days
has become a major stamina test. “It caused
quite a buzz even before he landed,” Southern
Hills golf director Cary Cozby told The Golf
Channel. “He left here looking like Elvis head-
ing off the stage.”

Southern Hills underwent a major renova-
tion in 2019 with bunkers reshaped and many
trees removed. “He remembered all of the golf
course, every club he hit it seemed,” Cozby
said. “He seemed to enjoy the changes.”
Augusta National offered one of the tougher
walks of any season but Southern Hills has
only a couple of major climbs, what should be
an easier test as Woods looks to the British
Open at St. Andrews in July.

“I have those days where I just don’t want
to do anything. It just hurts. It’s those days that
are tough,” Woods admitted at Augusta. “I just
have to work through it. In order to get better,
you just have to go out there and put in the
time.” Woods had battled through nagging
back and knee injuries to win the 2019 Masters
for his first major victory in 11 years, only to be
faced with his latest setback after a California
automobile accident in February 2021.

Players and spectators applauded Woods,
a 2022 World Golf Hall of Fame inductee, in
his comeback effort at the Masters. “We all
have to thank Tiger for where the game is,”
four-time major winner Rory McIlroy said.
“Tiger has left more of a mark on this game, I
think, than anyone else basically in history.
We should all  be very fortunate that we
played at a time that he was around because
we’ve all benefited from him.” —AFP

HANOI: Vietnam’s Nguyen Van Ly (center) kicks a shot
in the sepaktakraw match against Thailand during the
31st Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games) in Hanoi on
May 14, 2022.  —AFP


