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Wydad reach CAF 
Champions League 
final despite draw 
JOHANNESBURG: Moroccan club Wydad
Casablanca qualif ied for a third CAF
Champions League f inal  in six seasons
despite being held 1-1 by Angolan visitors
Petro Luanda on Friday. Two-time African
champions Wydad triumphed 4-2 on aggre-
gate having won the first leg of the semi-final
3-1 in Luanda last Saturday. Wydad will con-
front title-holders Al Ahly from Egypt or
Entente Setif from Algeria in the May 30 final
with the Cairo club defending a 4-0 first-leg
lead in Algiers on Saturday.

The final is scheduled for Morocco, but
Ahly have asked the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) to overturn the Confederation of
African Football (CAF) decision, citing the
need for a neutral venue. Playing with confi-
dence and energy lacking in the first leg,
Petro went ahead on 21 minutes through
Gleison Moreira, one of three Brazilians in the
starting line-up. Amine Farhane levelled seven
minutes later at the Stade Mohammed V in the
Moroccan commercial capital, and while Petro
had more possession thereafter, they could
not score again.

The closest the Luanda outfit came to secur-
ing what would have been a deserved second-
leg victory was in added time at the end of the
second half when substitute Erico Castro struck
the woodwork. With so much at stake, tempers
became frayed as the second half progressed
with four players from Wydad and three from
Petro yellow carded. A member of the Angolan
technical team was also cautioned.

Red card 
Petro substitute Adriano Yano was shown a

red card by the South African referee after
the final whistle for dissent. After displaying
clinical efficiency to build a two-goal first-leg
advantage, Wydad were favoured to win
again in front of a huge, vocal, largely red-
clad home crowd.

Petro had to score at least three goals to
survive and, understandably, opted for a risky
but necessary attacking approach. It was hard
to believe Wydad were the hosts in the early
exchanges as Petro constantly pushed for-
ward, forcing the Moroccans to back pedal
continuously. The boldness of the visiting
team paid off when Gleison moved in the right
flank and unleashed a shot from just outside
the box that took a sl ight deflection off
Farhane as it flew into the corner.

Farhane atoned soon after as he raced
across the six-yard box and nodded a Reda
Jaadi corner between goalkeeper Wellington
Lima and To Carneiro for the equalizer. Yano
proved an inspired second-half substitution
by Portuguese coach Alexandre Santos, going
close twice to putting his team ahead again.
Petro have been the surprise side of the 2022
Champions League — reaching the semi-
finals for the first time since 2001 after scrap-
ing past a Cameroonian club on away goals in
the first qualifying round. —AFP

LONDON: Manchester City can put one hand on
the Premier League trophy on Sunday should they
beat West Ham to extend their three-point lead over
Liverpool at the top of the table. The Reds are in FA
Cup action as they face Chelsea at Wembley at
Saturday, offering City the chance to stretch their
advantage to six points and further boost a seven-
goal lead on goal difference.

City have been in scintillating form since a 2-2
draw with Liverpool last month left the title race on
a knife edge. Pep Guardiola’s men have struck 22
goals in five games since to close in on a fourth title
in five seasons. Another convincing win at the
London Stadium and the title will be realistically
won given City’s better goal difference. “Everybody
knows with winning at West Ham and it will be
almost, almost done, with the goal difference,” said
Guardiola on Friday. “It’s absolutely a final.”

However, there are concerns for Guardiola in
cobbling together a defense. Ruben Dias, John
Stones and Kyle Walker have been ruled out for the
season, while Aymeric Laporte, Fernandinho and
Nathan Ake are fitness doubts. West Ham are also in
need of the points in their bid to pip Manchester
United to Europa League football next season.
David Moyes’ men trail sixth-placed United by three
points but have a game in hand over the Red Devils.

Spurs turn the screw 
The battle to join City, Liverpool and almost cer-

tainly Chelsea in next season’s Champions League is
alive after Tottenham thrashed north London rivals
Arsenal 3-0 on Thursday. Spurs are now just one
point behind the Gunners and can leapfrog them
with victory over Burnley on Sunday lunchtime.
Arsenal are not in action until Monday when they
travel to Newcastle. “It was important to win, of
course. We play before them on Sunday, they play
Monday night, so I feel like if we can win that, we

obviously put a bit more pressure on them,” said
Spurs striker Harry Kane.

“I think I’d rather be going first than second, of
course. But we still need to go out there and win.
Otherwise it makes their job a lot easier.” Arsenal
boss Mikel Arteta was furious with the officiating at
the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium as his side conced-
ed a penalty and had Rob Holding sent off before
half-time. But there is little time for Arteta to lick his
wounds if Arsenal are to avoid missing out on
Champions League football for a sixth consecutive
season.

Battle at the bottom
The result between Spurs and Burnley also has

huge ramifications at the bottom of the table. Leeds
sit in the bottom three due to their much-inferior
goal difference compared to Burnley with both
sides two points behind Everton. Should Leeds fail
to halt a losing run at home to in-form Brighton,
they could be virtually relegated this weekend. “Our
preparation as such is that we feel like we have to
win the match,” said Leeds boss Jesse Marsch, who
has been unable to kickstart a faltering season since
the sacking of Marcelo Bielsa in February. Everton’s
form at Goodison Park has been the key to edging
towards survival. The Toffees have taken 10 points
from the last 12 available at home, including victo-
ries over Manchester United and Chelsea.

Four points from home games against Brentford
and Crystal Palace on Thursday would stave off the
financial disaster of dropping into the
Championship. “We’re not done, we’re not over the
line,” said Everton boss Frank Lampard. “The
minute you switch off or you stop doing the good
things you were doing this game can punish you, so
we have to make sure we approach the games with
the exact same attitude and try to pick up the
results that we need.” —AFP

Tottenham turn the screw on Arsenal

City eyes on Premier League 
prize as Leeds face the drop

WOLVERHAMPTON: Manchester City’s Belgian midfielder Kevin De Bruyne (left) fights for the ball with
Wolverhampton Wanderers’ English defender Conor Coady during the English Premier League football match
at the Molineux stadium in Wolverhampton.—AFP

Officials amend 
third Gulf Games 
schedule
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The
Higher organizing
committee of the
Third Gulf Games
has amended the
schedule after the
postponement of its
launch for three days
due to the death of
United Arab Emirates
president Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. The games
will be launched in
four events instead of
one as were previ-
ously scheduled. The
committee decided
to join the first days of competitions prior to the
opening ceremony on May 22nd to avoid exten-
sion of the games dragging beyond 31st May as
participating teams are committed to other conti-
nental events.

Shooting is ready
The games will start on Monday (9:00 am) with

men and women athletics, men’s basketball, Futsal
and shooting tournaments. The technical meeting of
the participating shooting teams will be held on
Monday. The shooting equipments will also be
inspected. President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Engineer Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi said
Kuwait team are ready for the event and shooters
have been in a training camp for days in preparation
for the competitions.

Al-Otaibi  sa id the technical  department
selected 28 shooters to compete in the events.
Engineer Duaij Al-Otaibi thanked President of
Kuwait Olympic Committee Sheikh Fahad Al-
Nasser Al-Sabah, committee members, Director
General of Public Authority for Sport Dr Humoud
Fulaiteh and all those who supported the Kuwait
National team.

Futsal team 
Meanwhile, the Minister of National Assembly

Affairs, State minister for Youth Affairs Mohammad
Al-Rajhi, Information and Culture Minister Dr
Hamad Rouh Al- Deen, President of Kuwait Olympic
Committee Sheikh Fahad Al-Nasser and Deputy
Directo General of PAS Dr Saqer Al-Mulla visited
the Futsal team during their training. The visit was
highly appreciated by the team officials and players.
Manager of the Futsal team Hussein Habeeb

thanked the officials for their visit adding that it
boosted the team’s moral.

The off icials inspected Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdallah complex facilities during their visit to
check all preparations ahead of the competitions
on Monday. Chairman of Athletics Federation
Sayyar Al-Enezi lauded the visit of Ministers
Mohammad Al-Rajhi and Hamad Rouh Al Deen to
Ahamad Al-Rashdan Field and Track in Keifan
area. He said the technical committee headed by
federation member Bader Al-Rushoud approved
the amendments on the competitions schedule in

order to have the men and women competitions to
be at the same time for three days. He said the
men’s competitions will be in two sections - morn-
ings from 9:00am and from 7:00 to 9:00 pm;
4:00pm-6:00 pm for women.

Bu Shallakh happy 
Member of UAE Football Association Amal Bu

Shallakh said she is happy to see the women’s par-
ticipation for the first time in the Gulf Games. Bu
Shallakh commended the efforts of KOC member
Fatima Hayat in developing women’s football. 

Engineer Duaij Al-Otaibi

EPL Table

Man City 36 28 5 3 94 22 89
Liverpool 36 26 8 2 89 24 86
Chelsea 36 20 10 6 73 31 70
Arsenal 36 21 3 12 56 45 66
Tottenham 36 20 5 11 63 40 65
Man Utd 37 16 10 11 57 56 58
West Ham 36 16 7 13 57 46 55
Wolves 36 15 5 16 36 39 50
Brighton 36 11 14 11 38 42 47
Leicester 35 12 9 14 52 56 45
Crystal Palace 35 10 14 11 46 42 44
Aston Villa 35 13 4 18 48 49 43

Brentford 36 12 7 17 44 52 43
Newcastle 36 11 10 15 40 61 43
Southampton 36 9 13 14 41 61 40
Everton 35 10 6 19 37 56 36
Burnley 35 7 13 15 32 49 34
Leeds 36 8 10 18 39 77 34
Watford 36 6 5 25 32 70 23 - relegated
Norwich 36 5 6 25 22 78 21 - relegated
Note: Top four qualify for Champions League; Europa League
and Europa Conference League places to be decided; bottom
three relegated

English Premier League table before Sunday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Lyon edge Wasps 
to reach European 
Challenge Cup final
LYON:  French side Lyon reached their first
European final clinging on to edge English
Premiership club Wasps 20-18 in a Challenge Cup
semi-final on Saturday. Wasps scrum-half Dan
Robson put the first points on the board after 23

minutes at the Stade Gerland when he took off
down the blind side to touch down. Veteran New
Zealander Jimmy Gopperth, who is leaving Wasps
to join Leicester next season, missed the conver-
sion but popped over a penalty to give the English
side an 8-0 lead.

Lyon fly-half Leo Berdeu pulled back a penalty
for the home side before half-time and eight minutes
after the break put Lyon into the lead. Berdeu took
a quick throw in his own half, New Zealand centre
Charlie Ngatai made the break in midfield and from
the ensuing ruck, Berdeu darted through the gap to
score. He added the conversion but Gopperth

knocked over a penalty to restore the Wasps lead. 
It was short-lived, however, as replacement

hooker Yanis Charcosset scored Lyon’s second try.
Berdeu converted and then added a penalty to make
the score 20-11. Wasps had a Dan Frost try disal-
lowed for a knock-on but kept pressing the Lyon
line and were rewarded with six minutes remaining
when Gopperth bundled over from a line-out. The
38-year-old converted his try to reduce the gap to
two points but Lyon clung on to book their place in
the final where they will await the winner of
Saturday’s late game between fellow French club
Toulon and English side Saracens. —AFP

Kuwait Basketball 
referee Munira Al-Hashash 


