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Iraq’s prized rice crop 
threatened by drought
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election since crisis 8 Ukraine folk rappers boost war 

morale with Eurovision triumph12 City keep title fate in their 
hands despite penalty miss165

News in brief

World leaders offer condolences  
 
ABU DHABI: The UAE’s new president, Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, held talks 
Sunday with French counterpart Emmanuel 
Macron as world leaders streamed into the Gulf 
state to pay tribute to his late predecessor. 
Presidents and monarchs from Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Oman and Tunisia and Sudan’s de facto 
ruler were among the leaders to offer their con-
dolences on Saturday. — AFP (See Page 5)

Aussie cricketer Symonds dies 
 
S Y D N E Y : 
Australian cricket 
was reeling Sunday 
after swashbuckling 
former all-rounder 
Andrew Symonds 
was killed in a car 
crash - another 
tragic blow after 
the recent deaths 
of fellow greats 
Shane Warne and Rod Marsh. The 46-year-old, 
who played 26 Tests and 198 one-day interna-
tionals from 1998 to 2009, was involved in a sin-
gle-car accident outside Townsville in 
Queensland state on Saturday night. — AFP 
(See Page 16)

Palestinians mourn Nakba 
amid funeral raid outrage

Demos held as tensions remain high over killing of Al Jazeera journalist
JERUSALEM: Palestinians rallied Sunday to mark 
the “Nakba”, or catastrophe, 74 years after the 
Zionist entity’s creation, with condemnation spreading 
over a police raid on the funeral of a slain journalist. 
The annual demonstrations across the occupied West 
Bank, annexed east Jerusalem and inside the Zionist 
entity came with tensions high over the killing of 51-
year-old Al Jazeera reporter Shireen Abu Akleh. 

The Palestinian-American was shot dead 
Wednesday during a Zionist raid in Jenin, a West 
Bank flashpoint. A Palestinian militant wounded in 
clashes there, Daoud Al-Zubaidi, died from his 
injuries in a Zionist hospital Sunday. Zionist police 
have vowed to investigate the chaos that marred the 
day of Abu Akleh’s funeral, after television footage 
seen worldwide showed pallbearers struggling to 
stop the casket from toppling to the ground as 
baton-wielding police descended upon them, grab-
bing Palestinian flags. 

The scenes Friday sparked international con-
demnation, including from the United States, United 
Nations and the European Union, with US  
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RAMALLAH: Palestinians wave national flags and carry giant mock keys (as many Palestinians kept the 
keys to their homes when they were forced into exile in 1948), as they march in a rally marking the 74th 
anniversary of the “Nakba” or “catastrophe”, in this occupied West Bank town on May 15, 2022. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: French President Emmanuel Macron 
offers condolences to newly-elected president of 
the UAE Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan 
at Al Mushrif Palace on May 15, 2022. — AFP  

Kawkabani is the star of an animated series 
launched ahead of the World Cup in Qatar. 

Alien eases Qatar culture shock 
 
DOHA: A cartoon series on an alien who crash-
lands in World Cup host Qatar aims to ease a 
culture clash between more than a million for-
eign football fans and the conservative state’s 
residents. Like the arriving fans, Kawkabani, 
star of the series launched by Qatar’s first ani-
mation studio, has to learn Arabic pronuncia-
tion, how to drink coffee - and to discover that 
Qataris prepare way too much food for their 
guests. ‚— AFP (See Page 11) 

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem writes a message 
of condolence for slain Al Jazeera reporter Shireen Abu Akleh at the 
Palestinian Embassy on May 15, 2022. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

BUFFALO, New York: Buffalo police are at the scene of a mass shooting at a 
supermarket on May 14, 2022. — AFP 

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: The Embassy of Palestine 
opened a condolence book on Sunday 
to pay tribute to martyred Palestinian 
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh. In a press 
statement, Palestinian Ambassador to 
Kuwait Rami Tahboub strongly con-
demned the assassination of Abu 
Akleh. He noted Abu Akleh was not 
only a journalist - she was a dear friend 
and an icon, praising Kuwait’s condem-
nation of the crime of her killing. 

National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said: “On behalf 

of the members of the Kuwaiti 
National Assembly and the Kuwaiti 
people to our brothers in Palestine on 
the death of journalist Abu Akleh - this 
is evidence of the occupying Zionist 
regime’s lack of respect of any laws. 
This matter is not surprising and will 
continue as long as there is no serious 
action toward the Zionists to confront 
these moral and inhuman acts.”  

Saad Al-Saeedi, Al Jazeera Bureau 
Chief in Kuwait, said: “Today’s condo-
lences are for the entire press. The 
martyr revealed the face of the 
Zionists and their falsehoods and lies 
regarding their claims of respect for 
the press and freedom of speech. 
They shot her twice - first when they 
aimed a bullet at her, and then when 
they targeted her soulless body while 
she was in her coffin. This is the body 
that was able to defeat the heavily 
armed force.” (See Page 2) 

Officials pay 
tribute to 
Abu Akleh

NEW YORK: Shocked residents of 
Buffalo, New York gathered Sunday at 
vigils and church services to mourn 10 
people shot and killed by an alleged 
white supremacist teenager in an act 
one official described as “domestic 
terrorism, pure and simple”. The 
shooter, identified as 18-year-old 
Payton Gendron, was arrested at the 
scene, a grocery store in a heavily 
Black neighborhood after police 
rushed to respond to emergency calls. 

He had driven from his hometown 
of Conklin, more than 320 km away, 
police said. Gendron was arraigned 
late Saturday on a single count of 
first-degree murder and held without 
bail, the Erie County district attorney’s 
office said. The shooter was wearing 
body armor, carried an assault rifle 
and live-streamed the attack, police 
said, adding that of the 10 dead and 
three wounded, 11 were African 
Americans. 

Residents gathered outside the 
store for the vigil, while New York 
Governor Kathy Hochul, the state’s 
Attorney General Letitia James and 
Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown 
addressed a service at the city’s True 
Bethel Baptist Church.  
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US mourns 10 
victims of racist 
mass shooting

HELSINKI: The Finnish government officially 
announced its intention to join NATO on Sunday, as 
Sweden’s ruling party held a decisive meeting that 
could pave the way for a joint application. Less than 
three months after Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24, the move is a stunning reversal of 

Finland’s policy on military non-alignment dating 
back more than 75 years. 

Sweden, which has been militarily non-aligned 
for more than two centuries, is expected to follow 
suit with a similar announcement, possibly on 
Monday. “This is a historic day. A new era is open-
ing”, Finnish President Sauli Niinisto told reporters 
at a joint press conference with Prime Minister 
Sanna Marin on Sunday. NATO membership needs 
to be approved and ratified by all 30 members of 
the alliance. Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan has expressed last-minute objections, but 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said 
Sunday that Ankara was not opposed to the two 
countries’ bids. “Turkey made it clear that its inten-
tion is not to block membership,” Stoltenberg told 
reporters virtually after alliance foreign ministers met 
in Berlin. “I am confident we’ll be able to find common 
ground, consensus on how to move on membership 
issues,” Stoltenberg said, adding that he was in touch 
with Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu. 

Cavusoglu meanwhile lauded Finland’s conciliatory 
approach in their talks, but criticized Sweden’s foreign  
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