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KUWAIT: Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub (left) speaks
with Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem at the
Embassy of Palestine on Sunday. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

A large portrait of fallen journalist Shireen Abu Akleh and a
Palestinian flag are draped over the Embassy of Palestine’s building. Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub talks to reporters.

Saad Al-Saeedi, Al Jazeera Bureau Chief in Kuwait, writes a message
of condolence for Shireen Abu Akleh.

Canada’s Ambassador to Kuwait Aliya Mawani writes in the con-
dolence book.

Ukrainian Ambassador to Kuwait Oleksandr Balanutsa writes a mes-
sage of condolence.

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Embassy of Palestine opened a con-
dolence book on Sunday to pay tribute to martyred
Palestinian journalist Shireen Abu Akleh. In a press
statement, Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami
Tahboub strongly condemned the assassination of
Abu Akleh. He noted Abu Akleh was not only a jour-
nalist - she was a dear friend and an icon, praising
Kuwait’s effort in condemning the crime of her killing.

“Kuwait was one of the first countries to con-
demn the crime committed
by the (Zionist) occupa-
tion.  We appreciate the
continuous support
through its media cover-
age and the great stances
adopted by Kuwaiti fig-
ures,” Tahboub said. “We
can only pray for Abu
Akleh. I believe God loves
her more than anyone on
this earth because her
death united Muslims and
Christians and this showed how Jerusalem is united
for all religions. Even her coffin terrified an entire
army with weapons,” the ambassador added.

UN Secretary General’s Representative and
Resident Coordinator to Kuwait Tareq Al-Sheikh
affirmed what the UN Secretary-General said in his
statement on respecting international conventions
and human rights, especially in giving full freedom to
journalists to work without any harassment or intim-
idation of being targeted.

Sheikh called for a transparent investigation into

this incident. “We would like to emphasize respect
for the press and their right for safe coverage, which
is an important requirement for all. We hope to
stress the need to respect the resolutions issued by
the United Nations General Assembly and Security
Council on the Palestinian cause,” he added.

Lack of respect
Meanwhile, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq

Al-Ghanem said: “On behalf of the members of the
Kuwaiti National Assembly and the Kuwaiti people

to our brothers in Palestine
on the death of journalist
Abu Akleh - this is evidence
of the occupying Zionist
regime’s lack of respect of
any laws. This matter is not
surprising and will continue
as long as there is no seri-
ous action toward the
Zionists in order to confront
these immoral and inhuman
acts.” He affirmed Kuwait’s
support for Palestinians and

their steadfastness in this struggle against the brutal
Zionist occupation of Palestinian lands.

Saad Al-Saeedi, Al Jazeera Bureau Chief in
Kuwait, said: “Today’s condolences are for all the
press. The martyr revealed the face of the Zionists
and their falsehoods and lies regarding their claims
of respect for the press and freedom of speech. They
shot her twice. When they aimed a bullet at her, and
when they targeted her soulless body while she was
in her coffin. This is the body that was able to defeat
the heavily armed force.”

Saeedi vowed that Al Jazeera network will pursue
this case legally. “There are UN resolutions con-
demning this act. There are ongoing investigations,
and it is too early to talk about these results, but
certainly, the Palestinian Authority and Al Jazeera
will pursue those who committed this ugly crime,” he
said. Father Pigol Anba-Bishoy of the Coptic
Orthodox Church in Kuwait condemned the heinous
crime. “We do not believe in violence. God created
us for life and not for death,” he said. 

“I offer my deepest condolences on the killing of
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh. She was a light and a
role model for so many and our thoughts and
prayers are with her family and the Palestinian peo-
ple at this difficult time. Canada calls for a thorough
investigation into this tragic incident,” Canada’s
Ambassador to Kuwait Aliya Mawani said. “Scenes
from the funeral procession are very distressing.

Mourners should have been permitted to grieve in
dignity. Journalists risk their lives every day to
uncover truths and help us better understand our
world. We must ensure their rights are upheld glob-
ally and that they are free and safe to do their
important work,” she added.

“Extremely sad and deplorable news for the family,
the international community and the freedom of the
press. On Nakba day, I convey my heartfelt condolences
to and sympathy to the family of Shireen Abu Akleh, her
colleagues, friends and loved ones, even more after see-
ing the ugly use of force and the disrespectful behavior
of members of the (Zionist) security forces against par-
ticipants of the mourning procession,” German
Ambassador to Kuwait Stefan Mobs said. 

Abu Akleh was executed by Zionist occupation
forces on Wednesday while she was covering a raid
in Jenin refugee camp.

Palestine envoy eulogizes fallen reporter: Abu
Akleh’s death united Muslims and Christians

Crime exposes Zionist regime’s lack of respect to law: Speaker Ghanem

Ambassador
thanks Kuwait
for its support

French Ambassador to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher writes
in the condolence book.

Head of Armenian church in Kuwait Bedros Manuelian
writes a message of condolence.

India declares
one day of
mourning 
KUWAIT: Government of India has
declared one day national mourning
on May 14, 2022 as a mark of respect
to Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the President of the UAE and
Ruler of Abu Dhabi who passed away
on Friday. The country’s national flag
was flown at half-mast on the day of
mourning throughout India on all
buildings where the national flag is
flown regularly and there was no offi-
cial entertainment on the day, accord-
ing to a press release issued by the
Ministry of External Affairs.

President of India Ram Nath
Kovind and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi have expressed condolences at
the demise of Sheikh Khalifa. In their
messages, they noted that he was a
statesman and a visionary leader and
recalled his contribution to the
strengthening of India-UAE bilateral
relations and the welfare of the Indian
community in UAE.

“I am deeply saddened to know
about the passing away of HH Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed. He was a great
statesman and visionary leader under
whom India-UAE relations prospered.
The heartfelt condolences of the peo-
ple of India are with the people of UAE.
May his soul rest in peace,” the prime
minister tweeted on Friday.

“We deeply mourn the passing away

of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE.
He will be remembered as a leader who
modernized and empowered the United
Arab Emirates. This laid the foundation
of the transformation of the India-UAE
relationship,” India’s External Affairs
Minister Dr S Jaishankar tweeted on
Friday. India’s national flag was flown at
half-mast on Saturday at the Embassy
of India, Kuwait as a mark of respect to
the departed leader.

ABU DHABI: Kuwaiti  National Assembly
Speaker  Marzouq Al-Ghanem and h is
accompanying delegation on Sunday offered
condolences  to  UAE Pres ident  She ikh
Mohamed b in  Zayed Al  Nahyan and Al
Nahyan family members over the passing of
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. The
Kuwaiti speaker’s accompanying delegation
compr ised Par l iament  Deputy  Speaker
Ahmad Al-Shohumi and a number of MPs,
Al-Dustoor news network reported. 

Ghanem and his delegation arrived in Abu
Dhabi earlier in the day. They were wel-
comed by UAE Federal National Council’s
Speaker  Saqr  Ghabash and Kuwai t i
Ambassador to the UAE Salah Al-Buaijan
and embassy staff.  —KUNA

Speaker Ghanem offers condolences to UAE President

ABU DHABI: Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem offers
condolences to UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

—National Assembly photos

Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem arrives to offer condolences on the passing of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

KUWAIT: The Indian flag flying at
half-mast at the Indian embassy.


