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No Kuwaiti victims
in Buffalo mass
shooting: Consulate
KUWAIT: No Kuwaitis were amongst the casual-
ties of the Buffalo mass shooting, said a Kuwaiti
diplomatic source late Saturday. The Kuwaiti
Consulate in New York affirmed in a press state-
ment that no Kuwaitis were amongst the 13 casu-
alties of the Buffalo mass shooting. It urged
Kuwaitis to avoid the place of the incident and
obey the local authorities’ instructions. The state-
ment called on Kuwaiti citizens to contact the
Consulate in New York on +19172426688 in case
of emergency. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The ongoing political turmoil in Kuwait,
highlighted by repeated standoffs between the leg-
islative and executive authorities, is causing the
public to lose confidence in reform and state insti-
tutions, which poses critical impediments to nation-
al security, Al-Shall report reads.

“By May 12, 2022, 514 days have passed since
the last elected National Assembly. During this
time, three governments formed and resigned, with
the latest resignation on April 5, 2022. The total
number of working days for three governments
was 383 days, of which 131 days for handling
urgent matters. In other words, there was one day
dedicated to urgent matters for every 2.9 working
days, for working with supposedly assuming full
powers. In fact, the other days were lost in
attempts to resolve disputes. This is a chronic phe-
nomenon which, we can almost ascertain, does not
occur in normal conditions for any country in the
world or at a time when the world and the region
are troubled. Analysts, instead, have assimilated
these conditions to the era before the turmoil of
the 1980s or the era that preceded the first and
second world wars,” Al-Shall said in its weekly
report released Sunday.

“We believe three possible reasons explain the
continued phenomena that is contrary to logic. The
first is the lack of awareness of the detrimental
effects the governance vacuum has on the coun-
try’s stability and future. The second reason is ced-
ing to the inability to form a different and capable
government, resulting in being indifferent about the
existence or absence of a government. The last rea-
son is the costly bet on buying time, perhaps after
a long idle summer comes a miracle that resolves
this administrative dilemma. If any of the mentioned
possible reasons is actually true, hopefully not,
more wasted time will result in the inability of any
future administration to achieve any desired
reforms. The ‘right’ stance in such conditions is a
‘worst case scenario’ rather than an optimistic out-
look,” the report adds.

Loss of confidence
“The most critical impediments to national

security, that are unfortunately currently crystal-
lizing, are the loss of confidence in reform, fear of
the future, the erosion of the state’s institutions
authority including its three constitutional pow-
ers, the spread of corruption and the impunity of
senior corrupt officials, all of which are definitely
not in the interest of anyone regardless of the dif-

ferent political orientations,” the report warns.
“Economically and more dangerously, the admin-
istrative failures and wasted time will be compen-

sated by populist parliamentary and governmen-
tal decisions, those that will deepen the structural
imbalances of the economy, undermine the econ-

omy’s strength, widen the financial deficit, erode
job opportunities for four hundred thousand
incoming labor force and increase the demo-
graphic gap quantitatively and qualitatively with
an overwhelming increase in marginalized expa-
triate workers.”

“When the global geopolitical conditions stabi-
lize and oil prices begin to fall, all the issues Kuwait
has suffered from in the few years following the
autumn of 2014 will resurface. With the depleted
liquidity of its public reserves, Kuwait will resort to
the international borrowing market. All of this can
only be managed by a prudent administration, and
can only be remedied by a speedy government for-
mation. Kuwait would have been in a much better
situation had such a wise decision been taken in
December 2020. Despite the delay and its huge
costs, this decision has not yet lost all its effective-
ness,” the report concludes.

Political turmoil leads to loss of
confidence in reform: Al-Shall

Speedy government formation needed to handle post oil price fall period 

Time wasted 
in attempts 

to resolve 
disputes

Celebrating 15
years of Gulf
Journal of Oncology
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Secretariat General of the Gulf
Federation for Cancer Control celebrated the
15th anniversary of the publication of the Gulf
Journal of Oncology during a press conference
held in the presence of several members of the
association, during which research published
on cancer in these 15 years was reviewed.

Secretary General  of  the Associat ion,
Founder and Editor-in-Chief of the Journal Dr
Khalid Al-Saleh said the number of published
papers has reached 478 from 35 countries
around the world. He said the journal has
received recognition as a reference journal in
the American national register PubMed and
Medline since Jan 2009, and it is now a refer-

ence for scientific research related to cancer in
the Middle East.

Saleh said the journal is the main source to
encourage researchers in GCC countries,
which publishes their outstanding papers that
receive approval. He said 50 papers are pub-
lished every year, adding it receives more than
150 papers annually from countries around the
world. He said 50 percent of the papers are
approved, while the waiting time for publica-
tion is six months to a year. The association
publishes three issues annually. 

Dr Saleh said this journal is published on the
Gulf Federation for Cancer Control webpage
www.gffcc.org. Researchers can submit their
papers online on www.gffcc.org/journal. Dr
Saleh thanked Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences for its support,
besides the National Campaign for Cancer
Awareness (CAN), for their technical support
for the journal and all societies in the GCC, and
members of the association for their continued
support for this journal, which is an important
source of scientific publications.

Two dead, two
injured in 6.5
Ring Road crash
KUWAIT: Two people died, and two others were
injured when their vehicle crashed into a light post
on 6.5 Ring Road on Saturday. Firemen rushed to
the scene in response to an emergency call, and
they removed the bodies and injured people from
the car. An investigation was opened to reveal the
cause of the accident, Kuwait Fire Force said.

Separately, firemen rescued two people after
their inflatable boat sunk in Kuwait Bay. The two
held on to a buoy until fire boats arrived and saved
them, Kuwait Fire Force said, adding that they were
suffering from exhaustion.

KUWAIT: The vehicle involved in the fatal accident.

Paramedics examine the two people rescued from
the waters.

KUWAIT: Customs officers seized nearly 730 kilo-
grams of drugs that were on their way to be smug-
gled into Kuwait, the Interior Ministry announced
on Saturday. 

Officers were able to stop a boat that was mak-

ing its way into the territorial waters towards
Kubbar Island. They found 600 kilograms of
hashish on the boat, the ministry said. 

Meanwhile, customs officers arrested three
people who tried to smuggle 130 kilograms of

shabu found on their boat that was stopped on its
way to Kuwait. The suspects and contrabands
were referred to the relevant authorities for fur-
ther action, the Interior Ministry said in a press
statement.

Customs officers foil attempts to 
smuggle 730 kg drugs into Kuwait

KUWAIT: This handout photo released by the Interior Ministry shows 600 of
hashish caught before being smuggled into Kuwait.

This handout photo released by the Interior Ministry shows three persons arrest-
ed on charges of attempting to smuggle 130 kilograms of shabu into Kuwait.


