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NEW YORK: Thousands of activists chanting, banging 
drums and wielding placards flooded streets across 
the United States on Saturday in a national day of 
action calling for safe and legal access to abortion. The 
mass demonstrations were a response to a leaked draft 
opinion showing the Supreme Court’s conservative 
majority is poised to overturn Roe v. Wade, a landmark 
1973 ruling guaranteeing abortion access nationwide. 

“Nobody has the right to make a decision on some-
body else’s body,” said Hanna Williamson, 20, who 
drove three hours to join several thousand protesters 
in Washington. 

Thousands more people assembled in a central 
square in Brooklyn, New York, to carry a giant pink 
banner that read: “Our Bodies. Our Futures. Our 
Abortions.” The protestors, who included Democratic 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and other 
influential Democrats, were of all genders and ages and 
many wore green, a symbolic color of abortion rights 
activism. “We’re gonna keep fighting until we win,” 
Schumer told AFP. “America is on our side.” 

Allison Easter, 58, called the turnout “encouraging.” 
“There’s so many young people, so many mothers 
wheeling their babies, so many people with their hus-
bands or boyfriends, so many men-so many different 
kinds of people support this cause,” she told AFP. 

She said that the political push to restrict or ban 
abortion was “about power and control.” “There are a lot 
of people who have very traditional values, and are 
frightened by women who can make choices about their 
own body,” Easter said, as a crush of demonstrators 
flooded into lower Manhattan. “I know there are people 
who think it’s about religion, but if you look at the things 
they’ve done in the name of religion, it doesn’t bear true.” 

 
‘Contrary to our founding’  

Thousands of people also rallied in Texas and 

Kentucky, with smaller events elsewhere in the country. 
“These are a group of people in this country who are 
working to dismantle 60 years of civil rights and civil 
liberties of the United States of America,” Linda 
Sarsour, a prominent political activist, told AFP in New 
York. “We respect everybody’s right to hold whatever 
religious belief or whatever opinion they have on an 
issue like abortion,” she continued. 

“What we want you to know is that you can do 
you-and allow people to still have access to safe, 
affordable, women’s reproductive rights.” 

The leak of the draft opinion ignited fury over the 
potential rollback of abortion rights ahead of 
November’s key midterm elections, when control of 
both congressional chambers is at stake. 

Democrats have pushed to codify abortion rights 
into federal law, a bid to pin down Republicans on the 
divisive issue ahead of the polls. 

The House-passed Women’s Health Protection Act 
would assure health care professionals have the right 
to provide abortions and that patients have the right to 
receive them. 

But Republicans and one Democrat in the US 
Senate tanked the effort to advance the measure earli-
er this week. Nanette Rosenbaum, 64, told AFP she 
demonstrated in New York as an adolescent: “I never 
expected that 50 years later I’d be back on the streets 
again.” Calling the Supreme Court “too politicized and 
much too partisan,” Rosenbaum said that “in a country 
like America, who fought for individual rights,” restrict-
ing legal abortion access “seems contrary to our 
founding.” “I feel as strongly now as I did when I was a 
teenager, and I hope-I fervently hope-that we’ll make 
a difference.” 

 
‘Women want choices’  

A new Politico/Morning Consult poll has 53 percent 

of voters saying Roe should not be overturned, up three 
percentage points since last week, while 58 percent said 
it was important to vote for a candidate who supports 
abortion access. Republican-controlled states have taken 
steps to restrict abortion rights in recent months, and 
overturning Roe v. Wade would grant them greater lati-
tude to restrict or ban the procedure. 

The right to access abortion has long triggered 
activism, but the Supreme Court leak has spurred an 
uptick in demonstrations, including outside the homes of 
justices. The largely peaceful protests have drawn 

Republican criticism over privacy rights of court mem-
bers, but activists have responded by pointing to years 
of often violent protests outside abortion clinics and at 
the homes of doctors providing the medical procedure. 

In Washington, protesters, many dressed in pink and 
wielding placards, marched near the Supreme Court on 
Saturday. “It’s very important to be here to take a stand 
and really say to the people who are making these deci-
sions that women want choices and they want freedom to 
have that choice,” said Viesha Floyd, 32. “The reason I’m 
here is for those women, the future generations.”  —AFP

‘Nobody has the right to make a decision on somebody else’s body’

‘My body my choice’: Thousands rally  
across US for abortion rights

WASHINGTON: Abortion rights demonstrators leave banners at a fence outside of the US Supreme Court in 
Washington, DC, May 14, 2022. Thousands of activists are participating in a national day of action calling for 
safe and legal access to abortion.  —AFP

William Ruto picks  
ex-Kenyatta aide  
as running mate 

 
NAIROBI, Kenya: Kenya’s Deputy President William Ruto 
on Sunday picked a former aide turned fierce critic of 
President Uhuru Kenyatta to be his running mate in the 
country’s high-stakes election in August. Rigathi 
Gachagua, who served as Kenyatta’s personal assistant 
between 2001 and 2006, was picked after a months-long, 
secretive process marked by intense lobbying that 
stretched late into the night on Saturday. 

“The consensus pointed to an individual who scored 
excellent points on every evaluative parameter... an astute 
debater with prodigious persuasive responsibility,” Ruto 
told a televised press briefing at his home in the capital 
Nairobi. Gachagua said he was “honoured by the respon-
sibility and faith” Ruto had placed in him, vowing to “deliv-
er Kenyans from economic oppression.” Prior to becoming 
a lawmaker in 2017, Gachagua served as an administrator 
in the authoritarian government of Daniel arap Moi and is 
regarded as an effective campaigner. 

But he has also faced corruption allegations and was 
charged last year with acquiring more than 7.3 billion 
Kenyan shillings ($62.8 million, 60.3 million euros) sus-
pected to be proceeds of crime. The case is ongoing. 

This year’s presidential contest is shaping up to be a 
two-horse race between Ruto and Raila Odinga, a for-
mer political prisoner and prime minister who has 
secured Kenyatta’s support. Ruto, 54, was initially 
anointed by Kenyatta as his successor but found himself 
marginalised after the 2018 pact between the president 

and former foe Odinga. 
Since then Ruto has positioned himself as a leader 

looking to upend the status quo and stand up for the “hus-
tlers” trying to survive in a country ruled by “dynasties”-a 
reference to the Kenyatta and Odinga families which have 
dominated politics for decades. 

The choice of a deputy president will play a key role in 
determining the winner of the August 9 poll, with tribal and 
community allegiances affecting the outcome of previous 
elections. The East African powerhouse has traditionally 
been ruled by presidents from the dominant Kikuyu tribe 
like Kenyatta or the Kalenjin tribe like Ruto. 

Gachagua-a Kikuyu-hails from the populous Mount 
Kenya region, which has produced three of the country’s 
four presidents since independence in 1963. With its 
diverse population and ethnic voting blocs, elections in 
Kenya have often been marred by violence. —AFP 

NAIROBI, Kenya: File photo shows Kenya’s Deputy 
President, William Ruto, delivers a speech during the 
memorial service for former Kenyan President Mwai 
Kibaki at the Nyayo National Stadium in Nairobi. —AFP

Scholz faces test  
as Germany’s most  
populous region votes 

 
DUSSELDORF: Germans are voting in a key regional poll 
on Sunday with Chancellor Olaf Scholz under pressure 
over his response to the war in Ukraine and his Social 
Democrats facing stiff competition from the conservatives. 
Voters have until 6:00 pm (1600 GMT) to cast their bal-
lots in North-Rhine Westphalia, a prosperous industrial 
hub and Germany’s most populous state with some 13 mil-
lion inhabitants or around a quarter of the population. 

The state is home to major cities Cologne, Bonn, 
Duesseldorf, Essen and Dortmund, and the result will be 
seen as a key indicator of the political mood in Germany. 
Latest polls show the conservative CDU ahead on around 
32 percent, with Scholz’s Social Democrats (SPD) on 
around 29 percent. 

North Rhine-Westphalia’s last election in 2017 was 
won by the CDU under Armin Laschet, who went on to 
replace Angela Merkel as the leader of the party but lost 
to Scholz in the race to become chancellor last year. 

The CDU in North Rhine-Westphalia is now led by 
moderate Hendrik Wuest, 46, who cast his vote on Sunday 
morning with his wife and baby daughter in his hometown 
of Rhede. The SPD, which was dominant in the region in the 
1980s and 1990s, appears to be struggling to seize back 
power despite Scholz’s personal involvement in the election 
campaign. In fact, SPD candidate Thomas Kutschaty, 53, 
may be suffering from his association with Scholz, who has 
faced growing criticism in recent weeks over what critics 
have described as a lacklustre response to Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine. The Social Democrats were roundly beaten in 
another regional election last week, in the small northern 
state of Schleswig-Holstein. In North Rhine-Westphalia, 
the Green party-polling on around 17 percent-could end 
up being the kingmaker, joining forces with either the CDU 
or the SPD to form the regional government. 

At the federal level, Scholz’s party formed a govern-
ment with the Greens and the liberal FDP after winning 
last September’s general election. The Greens have been 
perceived as stronger than the SPD in their response to 
the war in Ukraine, with Vice-Chancellor Robert Habeck 
and Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock now Germany’s 
most popular politicians. 

To add to the SPD’s woes, Defence Minister Christine 
Lambrecht is currently caught up in a storm of criticism for 
allowing her son to accompany her on a government heli-
copter on their way to a family vacation. —AFP 

ESSEN, Germany: Top candidate of the social democratic 
SPD party for regional elections in North Rhine-
Westphalia Thomas Kutschaty and his wife Christina 
arrive at a polling station in Essen, western Germany, 
during regional elections in the federal state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia on May 15, 2022. —AFP
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Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Sunday 

calling for a “credible” investigation into Abu 
Akleh’s death as he offered condolences to her fam-
ily. Late South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 
foundation said Zionist police “attacking pallbear-
ers” was “chillingly reminiscent of the brutality” 
seen at the funerals of anti-apartheid activists. 

Zionist commentators joined the chorus lambast-
ing the raid as Abu Akleh’s coffin emerged a 
Jerusalem hospital. In leading Zionist daily Yediot 
Ahronot, Oded Shalom said the footage “document-
ed a shocking display of unbridled brutality and 
violence”. “The Jerusalem District Police decided to 
come down like a ton of bricks on anyone who 
dared to hold a Palestinian flag,” Shalom wrote. “As 
if holding up a flag - a mere piece of cloth, for God’s 
sake - at a funeral procession for an hour or two 
could have had any impact whatsoever” on Zionist 
claims to control over Jerusalem, he added. 

Zionist police regularly crack down on people 
holding Palestinian flags. Thousands of Palestinians 
streamed through central Ramallah for the main 
Nakba rally, with crowds also turning out in 

 Gaza City, in the Zionist -blocked strip. At a stu-
dent Nakba event at Tel Aviv University (TAU), 
police said three Arabs were arrested “for attacking 
demonstrators and police officers”. The arrests fol-
lowed a confrontation with Im Tirtzu, a rightwing 
Zionist movement holding a counter rally. 

Arab TAU student Aline Nasra said that demon-
strators were assaulted by police as they moved to 
protect one of their members from Im Tirtzu threats. 
The rightwing Zionists taunted the Arab students, 
including with calls that the Zionist entity is only for 
“Jewish people”, Nasra said. 

Al Jazeera on Sunday posthumously aired a 
piece produced by Abu Akleh on the Nakba, which 
marks the Zionist entity’s 1948 declaration of inde-
pendence. A highly respected reporter, she was 
killed while wearing a helmet and a bulletproof vest 

marked “Press”. The Zionist army said an interim 
investigation could not determine who fired the fatal 
bullet, noting that stray Palestinian gunfire or Zionist 
sniper fire aimed at militants were both possible 
causes. 

The Palestinian public prosecution said an initial 
probe proved Zionist troops were to blame. Abu 
Akleh’s posthumously aired piece retraced the fate 
of the Palestinian people since 1948, with a particu-
lar focus on refugees and the displaced. More than 
700,000 Palestinians fled or were forced from their 
homes during the conflict that surrounded the 
Zionist entity’s creation. — AFP 

Palestinians mourn 
Nakba amid...
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In alternately angry and mournful tones, speakers 

denounced the latest eruption of racist violence and 
the ready availability of high-power guns in what 
has become a sadly familiar scene across America. 

Hochul, herself a Buffalo native, described the 
crime as a “military-style execution” - she said the 
shooter carried an AR-15 assault weapon - and said 
racist messaging was “spreading like wildfire”. 
Hochul called on officials of both political parties to 
“make sure these people crawl back into their holes 
and stay there”. Speaking on ABC, she described 
social media as “instruments of this evil,” saying they 
allowed racist themes to “spread like a virus.” 

The attack evoked memories of some of the worst 

racist attacks in recent US history, including the 
2015 killing by a young white man of nine worship-
pers in a black church in South Carolina, and the 
2019 attack by a white man in Texas that claimed 23 
lives, most of them Hispanic. Attorney General James, 
who is Black, described Saturday’s attack as 
“domestic terrorism, plain and simple” and said the 
shooter would be prosecuted “to the fullest extent of 
the law”. 

The gunman shot four people in the store’s park-
ing lot, three of them fatally, before going inside. 
Among those killed inside the store was a retired 
police officer working as an armed security guard. 
He was able to fire several shots at the assailant 
before being shot, police said. When police arrived, 
the shooter put the gun to his neck, but was talked 
down and surrendered. The victims were ordinary 
shoppers and store workers. One, according to a 
Twitter post, was a 77-year-old “mother, grandma & 
missionary” who “loved singing, dancing & being 
with family” and who for 25 years had run a weekly 
pantry to feed the poor. — AFP 

US mourns 10 
victims of racist...
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minister for “provocative” statements. Turkey’s 

objections, directed in particular at Stockholm, focus 
on what it considers to be the countries’ leniency 
towards the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), which is 
on the EU’s list of terrorist organizations. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken nonetheless 
insisted he was “very confident that we will reach con-
sensus” on the two countries’ NATO bids. Niinisto said 
he was “prepared to have a new discussion with 
President Erdogan about the problems he has raised”. 
Finland’s parliament will convene to debate the mem-
bership proposal on Monday. “We hope the parliament 
will confirm the decision to apply for NATO member-
ship during the coming days. It will be based on a 
strong mandate”, premier Marin said. 

A vast majority of Finnish MPs back the decision 
after Marin’s Social Democratic Party on Saturday said 
it was in favor of joining. “Hopefully, we can send our 
applications next week together with Sweden,” Marin 
had said on Saturday. The two Nordic countries broke 

their strict neutralities after the end of the Cold War by 
joining the EU and becoming partners to NATO in the 
1990s, solidifying their affiliation with the West. 

But the concept of full NATO membership was a 
non-starter in the countries until the war in Ukraine 
saw public and political support for joining the alliance 
soar. Finland, which shares a 1,300-km border with 
Russia, has been leading the charge, while Sweden 
appears anxious at being the only non-NATO country 
around the Baltic Sea. Finland is also Sweden’s closest 
defense cooperation partner. 

Many Swedish politicians have said their support is 
conditional on Finland joining. On Saturday, the Finnish 
head of state phoned his Russian counterpart 
President Vladimir Putin to inform him of his country’s 
desire to join NATO, in a conversation described as 
“direct and straightforward”. Moscow has repeatedly 
warned both countries of consequences if they join the 
alliance.  Putin warned Niinisto that joining “would be 
a mistake since there is no threat to Finland’s security”, 
according to a Kremlin statement. Niinisto said Sunday 
that while Helsinki is prepared for a Russian response, 
“little by little, I’m beginning to think that we’re not 
going to face actual military operations”. “After the 
phone call with Putin, I think so even more.” — AFP 

Finland announces...

KARACHI: Supporters of Palestine Foundation 
Pakistan display placards of slain journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh during a demonstration to mark Nakba 
day on May 15, 2022. — AFP 


