
Acartoon series on an alien who crash-lands in
World Cup host Qatar aims to ease a culture
clash between more than a million foreign

football fans and the conservative state’s residents.
Like the arriving fans, Kawkabani, star of the series
launched by Qatar’s first animation studio, has to
learn Arabic pronunciation, how to drink coffee-and
to discover that Qataris prepare way too much food
for their guests. Creators Hossein Heydar and Amal
al-Shammari hope the series will help Qataris to be
more understanding of the 1.4 million football fanat-
ics expected to besiege them in November and
December.

Conservative Qataris prefer sipping on speciality
coffee and fruit juices while European football fans
are known for their beer fuelled good times in the
street. Kawkabani seeks “to explain to Qataris that
there must be acceptance of these cultures... and
help them (visitors) coexist or understand the
Qatari culture as well,” said Shammari, who wrote
the scripts. The first two 10-minute episodes of
“Kawkabani”-which means “The Planet Person” in
Arabic-have already been launched on YouTube by
their company, Nefaish Animation.

“As an animation studio, we looked at content in
the region, even in Qatar, and we felt there was a
lack of content that represents Qatari culture,” said
Shammari, Nefaish’s creative director. Arabic words
were sometimes garbled and costumes not always
quite right.

“We felt like we need a studio in Qatar that pays
attention to all these details and represents Qatari
culture in the right way,” he said. Tiny Qatar’s tri-
umph in securing the right to host the World Cup
gives it the opportunity to show off its customs and

idiosyncrasies. “When the Alien falls into Doha,
again he is an alien so he doesn’t know anything so
we are not expecting him to understand the Qatar
society and in the Qatar society we have,” said
Shammari, who wrote the script. “We want to
explain a lot of things and share our culture with the
visitors.” Nefaish only hired artists from the Middle

East with knowledge of Arabic culture, added
Heydar, in charge of animation. Besides Kawkabani,
the series has three main Qatari characters repre-
senting what the creators consider to be the main
strands of the 270,000-strong indigenous commu-
nity, which lives alongside more than 2.5 million for-
eign workers.

Coffee culture 
Faisal is a traditional bedouin, the community

that used to inhabit the desert. “You know they’re
more proud of their culture, and then they some-
times overreact,” said Shammari. But “they would
support you no matter what. They’ll always be
there for you.” Saad, another of the Qatari charac-
ters, is a more “modern” city dweller. “He is open
to different cultures, he’s open to people, he wants
to be a businessman,” said the writer. As for
Khalifa, he represents the growing mixed commu-
nity in Qatar. A vegan, his mother is British and
father Qatari.

Each of the five episodes in the first series-trans-
lated into English, French, Spanish, Hindi, Mandarin
Chinese and Japanese on YouTube-shows the Qatari
way of life, especially food and drink. Kawkabani
runs into trouble for not knowing the right-handed
gesture used to indicate having drunk too much cof-
fee. But the series also pokes fun at Qataris.

Kawkabani was part-financed by Qatar’s World
Cup organisers, the Supreme Committee for
Delivery and Legacy, as well as the Doha Film
Institute and telecoms giant Vodafone. While the
first programmes do not touch on controversial
issues such as rights of migrant workers and
women, Heydar insisted there had been complete
artistic freedom. “This is our show and the sponsors
were very supportive and they gave us all the free-
dom to create it the way we see it,” he said. The pair
already plan two more series alongside other proj-
ects to highlight Arab culture. “Our heritage is full
of stories, is full of characters, full of heroes and we
want to showcase them from Qatar or from the
Arabic region to the whole world,” he said. —AFP
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A handout picture released by Nefaish Animation studio shows creative director Amal Al-Shammari (left)
and managing director Hossein Heydar pose for a picture in the capital Doha.  —AFP

Cartoon alien aims to ease World
Cup culture shock in Qatar

Pop star Britney Spears said in
an Instagram post Saturday
that her surprise pregnancy,

which she announced last month,
had ended in miscarriage. “It is
with our deepest sadness we have
to announce that we have lost our
miracle baby early in the pregnan-
cy,” the 40-year-old singer wrote
in a joint-post with her partner
Sam Asghari.

Spears had announced the preg-
nancy in an Instagram post on April
11, saying “So I got a pregnancy
test ... and uhhhhh well ... I am hav-
ing a baby.” That news came five
months after a Los Angeles judge
dissolved a conservatorship long
overseen by Spears’s father-an
arrangement the singer said had
prevented her from having a con-
traceptive IUD removed despite
her desire for more kids.

In their post Saturday, Spears
and Asghari added that they “will
continue trying to expand our
beautiful family... We kindly ask for

privacy during this difficult
moment.” Spears had said in her
post announcing her pregnancy
that she would be lying low during
the pregnancy to avoid paparazzi,
and that she had previously suf-
fered from perinatal depression,
which she described as “absolutely
horrible.”

She is already mother to two
teen sons, Sean and Jayden, with
her ex-husband Kevin Federline.
Asghari and Spears met in 2016
when they co-starred in a music
video for her single “Slumber
Party.” After announcing their
engagement late last year, Spears
has since started referring to her
28-year-old partner as her “hus-
band.” At the time Spears
announced she was pregnant,
Asghari said in a separate
Instagram post that “fatherhood is
something i have always looked
forward to and i don’t take lightly.
It is the most important job i will
ever do.” —AFP

Britney Spears and partner 
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For Coffeeholics,
Baristas, and
Mixologists, the

“Le Paris Cafe” festival
on May 14-16 becomes a
sort of a holy ground to
exchange views on all
things coffee-related.
The festival, held on the
space of 3,700 square-
meters in the centqua-
tre-Paris, features an
assortment of events
ranging from a coffee
trading event to Latte art
workshops and demon-
strations. The event itself
is trying to bridge the
gap between the modern
coffee industry and the
classical espresso move-
ment in the French capi-
tal. —KUNA
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Brazilian director Breno Silveira,
an award-winning veteran of
the international film festival

circuit, died Saturday after suffering
a heart attack on the set of his latest
movie, his production company and
media reports said. The 58-year-old,
who directed contemporary classics
including “Two Sons of Francisco”
(2005) and “Gonzaga” (2012), was
“one of our greatest filmmakers, a
symbol of Brazilian culture and art,”
his production firm, Conspiracao
Filmes, said in a statement.

Brazilian media reports said he
had suffered a massive heart attack
on the set of his latest project, “Dona
Vitoria,” starring famed actress
Fernanda Montenegro. The movie,
based on the true story of an elderly
woman who started filming the drug
dealers on the street outside her
window and uncovered a major cor-

ruption scheme, was being shot in
the northeastern state of
Pernambuco.

Silveira studied cinema at the
Ecole Louis Lumiere in Paris. He
started his career as a director of
photography, gaining notice with
films such as “Me You Them” (2000),
which was screened at Cannes in the
Un Certain Regard category. He
made his directorial debut in 2005
with “Two Sons of Francisco,” which
broke box office records in Brazil.

It won four awards at Brazil’s
Grand Prizes of Cinema and was the
country’s entry for Best Foreign-
Language Film at the Oscars.
Silveira’s films had played at festivals
in Toronto, Havana and Monte-Carlo,
and he was also noted for his work in
television. He is survived by his wife
and two daughters, his production
company said. —AFP
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