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ROME: Iga Swiatek swept to victory at the Italian
Open on Sunday, beating Ons Jabeur 6-2, 6-2 to
claim her fifth tournament crown in a row. World
number one Swiatek dropped to her knees in tears
of joy after winning her 28th match in a row, and is
red-hot favourite for the French Open which starts
later this month.

The Pole has dropped just one set in her last 20
matches and made light work of Jabeur, ranked
seven in the world, in a largely one-side final in
Rome. Jabeur had come into Sunday’s final at a
roasting Foro Italico centre court on the back of
two thrilling comeback wins over Daria Kasatkina
and Maria Sakkari. Tunisia’s Jabeur had made his-
tory last week after becoming the first Arab or
African woman to win a WTA 1000 title but could
not extend a career-best 11-match winning streak
against her relentless opponent.

Swiatek never looked like giving up her serve
and after winning the first three games came close

to taking the fourth, failing to capitalise on two
break points before Jabeur eventually got a score
on the board. After her heroics in the quarter- and
semi-finals fans on the court were hoping for
another fightback but by the time she started to
show signs of life she was already too far behind.

Down in the second set Jabeur shanked a poor
shot wide at break point in game two, and Swiatek
then claimed the next two to move into an unassail-
able lead. Jabeur then fired up the crowd by win-
ning the next two and another unlikely comeback
bid looked to be on when she had three break
points in game seven. However Swiatek took the
game to deuce and saved another break point in a
superb rally before taking the game, breaking
Jabeur’s resolve and taking the title. 

Djokovic’s 1,000th career 
Meanwhile, world number one Novak Djokovic

took his place in the Italian Open final on Saturday

by claiming his 1,000th career win in straight sets
over Norway’s Casper Ruud 6-4, 6-3 in Rome.
Djokovic will face Monte Carlo Masters champion
Stefanos Tsitsipas in Sunday’s final, the Serb’s
fourth in as many years in the Italian capital and he
basked in the warm applause of a crowd for whom
he always enjoys playing.

“If I can pick the two places in the world where I
would want to celebrate the thousandth win it’s in
Serbia and here in Rome,” Djokovic said in Italian
after being given a cake in honor of the milestone.
“Let’s go for another thousand.” Djokovic is chas-
ing a sixth title at the Foro Italico ahead of Roland
Garros later this month and dealt with world num-
ber 10 Ruud on his way to a 12th final at one of his
favorite venues. The 34-year-old has already
secured a record-extending 370th week as world
number one thanks to his straight sets victory over
by Felix Auger-Aliassime on Friday.

And after racing into a rapid 4-0 lead in the

first set he never looked back, Ruud playing some
fun tennis and winning entertaining rallies but
never really offering the impression he could
overhaul Djokovic. The second set was as routine
as it gets, Djokovic breaking Ruud in game eight
and then dispatching his opponent at the first
opportunity two games later. “I thought I played
really, really well in the first four and last four
games of the match. Let’s hope I can take that
form into tomorrow’s final,” added Djokovic in a
courtside interview.

Djokovic’s clash with Tsitsipas will be a rematch
of their final at last year’s French Open, a five-set
thriller eventually won by the Serb. “He’s definitely
in form. These last few years he’s been one of the
top two, three clay court players.... I can expect a
big battle on the court but I’m ready for it.” Greek
world number five Tsitsipas is in the final after
beating Alexander Zverev 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 in an enter-
taining last four battle. — AFP 

Swiatek wins Italian Open 
to claim fifth straight title

Djokovic’s 1,000th career win sets up Roland Garros replay

Gulf Games kick off
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The third Gulf Games, hosted by Kuwait
will kick off today under the patronage of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. 1,700 athletes will compete in 16
games. The games were postponed for three days
due to the death of UAE President Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al-Nahyan.

Today’s events will include athletics for men and
women at Ahamad Al-Rashdan Track and Field in
Keifan area; Futsal and basketball at Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdallah complex in Sabah Al-Salem area in addi-
tion to shooting training at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex. The men’s athletics will
start by 9:00 am. At 4:00 pm, the women’s pole
vault, 100 m hurdles, shot put, long jump, javelin
throw and 10,000 meters running will begin. 

The men’s competition will resume by 7:00 pm
with the finals of the pole vault, 110 meters hurdles,
shot put, long jump, 10,000 meters running, 100
meters dash and 400 meters running. Assistant
Secretary and Head of the Teams committee at
Kuwait Athletics Association Dr Manea Al-Ajmi said
he expects tough competitions.

Futsal: Kuwait vs UAE
Kuwait Futsal men national team will start their

competition against UAE by 9:30 pm. This will be
followed by Bahrain and Saudi Arabia (4:30 pm).
The women’s team will play UAE at 7:00 pm while
Saudi Arabia will play Bahrain at 2:00pm. All match-
es will be played at Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah com-
plex in Sabah Al-Salem area. The basketball team
will face Qatar’s team at 7:00 pm, after which
Bahrain and UAE will face off. The basketball com-
petitions are played in a knockout league style and
the team with the most points will be declared the
winner. Member of Kuwait Basketball Association
and team Manager Dr Abdelrahman Al-Nashi said
preparations for the tournament were on two
stages. The team held training camps both in Kuwait
and abroad.

Successful camp for Volleyball
Kuwait’s volleyball team returned home from their

training camp in Serbia in preparation for the Gulf
Games. The volleyball games will start on May 20th.
Deputy Chairman of Kuwait Volleyball Association
Nayef Al-Khamili said he is happy with the players’
compliance with the daily training. 

Anti-doping efforts
Director General of Antidoping Committee Hanaa

Al-Butti said the Committee has intensified its
efforts by training specialized personnel on collect-
ing samples (according to international standards) to
carry out necessary tests. She said that the anti-
doping tests will be carried out on all competitions.

Klopp eyes final 
quadruple push 
LONDON: Jurgen Klopp urged Liverpool to give
one last push for the quadruple after they beat
Chelsea on penalties in the FA Cup final to keep
their history bid alive. Klopp’s side won 6-5 in the
shoot-out following an enthralling 0-0 draw after
extra-time at Wembley on Saturday. Kostas Tsimikas
scored the decisive penalty after Alisson Becker
saved Mason Mount’s effort, sparking wild celebra-
tions from Liverpool boss Klopp and his players.

Having already beaten Chelsea on penalties in
the League Cup final in February, Liverpool remain
in contention to become the first English team to
win all four major trophies in a single season. The
Reds face Real Madrid in the Champions League
final in Paris on May 28 and still have an outside
chance of catching Premier League leaders
Manchester City.

Liverpool are three points behind City with two
games left for both teams. City travel to West Ham
on Sunday before Liverpool return to action at
Southampton on Tuesday and Klopp wants his
squad to drag a final effort from their weary limbs in
what will be their 61st game of a marathon season.
“The quadruple, it’s outstanding that we can talk

about it, it’s crazy,” Klopp said. “But we play
Tuesday against Southampton and we have no clue
who can play. I think we will have to make a few
changes.

“It will be incredibly tough. The quadruple is on if
you like, but also off as well. City are three points
ahead and have a better goal difference. If they win
at West Ham it’s hard.” The quadruple chase might
have been dented after Mohamed Salah and Virgil
van Dijk were unable to finish the final due to
injuries. Klopp doesn’t expect them to be long-term
absentees, but is unsure if they will face
Southampton. “I think they will both be fine, for
Tuesday we will see. We will train on Sunday and if
they are available I will take it,” he said.

Liverpool’s first FA Cup triumph since 2006 was
especially meaningful for Klopp, who saluted his
players for matching Chelsea blow for blow after
such a gruelling campaign. “My team knows exactly
what I think of them. This is a trophy for the whole
club. It’s massive, it means the world,” Klopp said.
“You saw with the performance what it means to
the players. It’s massive. It’s game number 60 in a
very intense season and pulling out a performance
like this is absolutely incredible.”Klopp also
revealed that Liverpool’s penalty success was in
part due to their work with a company who spe-
cialise in neuro science. “The penalties are a lottery
but we did it again. —AFP 

Ahly stay on track 
for third straight 
CAF League title
JOHANNESBURG: Mohamed Sherif equalized in
added time for Al Ahly of Egypt as they drew 2-2 at
Entente Setif of Algeria on Saturday to stay on
course for an unprecedented third straight CAF
Champions League title. Ahmed Abdel Kader put
Ahly in front after only two minutes of the semi-final
second leg before goals either side of half-time
from Ahmed Kendouci and Riad Benayah edged
Setif ahead.

But two-time African champions Setif were denied
the consolation of a home victory in Algiers when
South African Percy Tau set up Sherif to equalise.
Ahly won the semi-final 6-2 on aggregate having
built a four-goal first-leg lead in Cairo last weekend,
and will face long-time rivals Wydad Casablanca of
Morocco in the May 30 final. The Confederation of
African Football (CAF) have scheduled the title
decider in the premier African club competition for
Morocco, saying they were the only bidders.

However, record 10-time champions Ahly want the
match staged at a neutral venue and have appealed
to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in
Switzerland to overturn the CAF decision. Ahly and
Wydad met in the 2017 final with the Moroccans
winning 2-1 on aggregate over two legs, before sin-

gle-match finals were introduced two seasons ago.
CAF say they will consider reverting to two-leg
Champions League finals, but are adamant that the
2022 title decider must go ahead in Morocco.

Hopeless task 
Tau scored twice and created the other two goals

in the first leg and his pass put Abdel Kader through
to fire past goalkeeper Sofiane Khedairia less than
two minutes after the kick-off. The goal left Setif
needing to score at least six to pull off the greatest
comeback in Champions League history. That was
never going to happen against opponents as formi-
dable as Ahly, who have won 23 titles across four
CAF competitions.

Instead, the Black Eagles sought the consolation
of a home victory over the Red Devils and drew level
as half-time approached. Kendouci turned in the box
and unleashed a hard, rising shot that flew into the
net past captain and goalkeeper Mohamed el
Shenawy off the underside of the crossbar. Benayah
notched his fifth goal in Africa this season to give
Setif the lead just past the hour mark, beating El
Shenawy with a shot from outside the box that flew
into the net off the surface.

Substitute Sherif then spoilt the pending victory
celebrations of Algerian supporters with his sixth goal-
one less than Champions League leading scorer Tiago
Azulao from Angolan club Petro Luanda. On Friday,
Petro exceeded expectations by holding Wydad to a 1-
1 draw in Casablanca in the other second leg, but the
Moroccans advanced 4-2 on aggregate to their third
final appearance in six seasons. —AFP


