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LONDON: Manchester City’s Brazilian striker Gabriel (left) is tackled by West Ham United’s English striker Jarrod Bowen (center) and West Ham United’s Argentinean midfielder Manuel Lanzini (right) during the English Premier League
football match between West Ham United and Manchester City on May 15, 2022.  —AFP

LONDON: Manchester City came from 2-0 down to
salvage a vital point in a 2-2 draw at West Ham to keep
the Premier League title in their hands as Tottenham
moved into the top four on Sunday. City travelled to the
London Stadium knowing they needed a maximum of
four points from their final two games of the season to
guarantee a fourth title in five years. However, the
Hammers took full advantage of City’s injury crisis at the
back as the pace and poise of Jarrod Bowen put
Liverpool right back in the title race.

Pep Guardiola was without Ruben Dias, John Stones
and Kyle Walker and a makeshift defence was easily cut
open on the counter-attack. Bowen burst onto Pablo
Fornals’ ball over the top to round Ederson and put City
behind in a league game for the first time since
February. City did not learn their lesson as Bowen broke
the offside trap once more in the final seconds of the
first half to fire low past Ederson.

The champions were rattled but responded to keep
the destiny of the title in their own hands. Jack Grealish
has failed to live up to his £100 million ($123 million)
price tag, but came up with his biggest City goal four
minutes into the second period to get the comeback
started. West Ham still had huge chances to restore their
two-goal lead as Bowen hit the side-netting from a nar-

row angle and Michail Antonio’s lob drifted wide with
just Ederson to beat.

City had fortune on their side to get level when
Vladimir Coufal turned Riyad Mahrez’s free-kick into
his own net. But Guardiola’s men missed the chance to
complete the comeback and move to the brink of the
title when Mahrez’s penalty was saved by Lukasz
Fabianski four minutes from time. City move four points
clear of Liverpool at the top of the table, but the
quadruple-chasing Reds have a game in hand away to
Southampton on Tuesday.

Spurs apply pressure 
At the Tottenham Hotspur stadium, Harry Kane’s

penalty moved Spurs into fourth with a nervy 1-0 win
over Burnley. Antonio Conte’s men move two points
ahead of north London rivals Arsenal, who travel to
Newcastle on Monday, in the battle for a place in next
season’s Champions League.

Tottenham still need a slip up from the Gunners to
return to the Champions League next season, but upped
the pressure on Mikel Arteta’s men. Defeat sees Burnley
drop into the relegation zone after Leeds snatched a
late 1-1 draw at home to Brighton. A brave Burnley per-
formance was undone by a stroke of misfortune deep

into first half stoppage time. Davinson Sanchez’s flick
brushed off the outstretched arm of Ashley Barnes.

There was barely an appeal inside the Tottenham
Hotspur stadium in real time, but the incident was
picked up by VAR and given after a review. Kane was
deadly as usual from the spot as the England captain
converted his 23rd consecutive successful penalty. Son
Heung-min’s bid to beat Mohamed Salah to the Premier
League Golden Boot was frustrated after the break by
two brilliant saves from Nick Pope. His heroics could
have salvaged his side a point when Barnes struck the
post from long range.

Leeds’ late leveller 
Burnley now need something from their final two

games to survive as Pascal Struijk’s late leveller at Elland
Road gave Leeds hope. Danny Welbeck put in-form
Brighton in front, but he then missed a glorious chance
to double Brighton’s lead and Struijk’s stoppage time
header earned a point. Dropped points for Leeds means
Everton can realistically guarantee survival if they beat
Brentford later on Sunday. Jamie Vardy and Harvey
Barnes each scored twice as Leicester thrashed
already-relegated Watford 5-1, while Aston Villa and
Crystal Palace played out a 1-1 draw. —AFP

‘Depressed’ Filipino 
bodybuilders out 
of SEA Games 
HANOI: Bodybuilders from the Philippines were
left heartbroken on Sunday after being barred
from competing at the ongoing SEA Games for
failing to fulfill anti-doping rules. The bodybuild-
ing team of eight men and one woman were set to
fly home from the Vietnamese capital Hanoi just as
they should have been competing for medals. An
official said the Philippines had not provided suf-
ficient evidence that the athletes had done doping
tests three weeks in advance.

Lorelei Rose Pedrano Deloria, who should
have been competing on Sunday in the mixed
pairs, said that she and her team-mates’ dreams
had been shattered and they were “depressed”
as a result. “We were super-excited about this
(the Games). It was an opportunity to represent
the country and bring honor to our country,” the
29-year-old told AFP at their hotel. “We weren’t
able to compete. We weren’t even able to step on
the stage.”

The Filipino bodybuilders said they first learnt
of the problem when they arrived in Hanoi on
Wednesday, with the team desperately trying to
find a way to save their Games. But Chetan
Pathare, a technical delegate for the event, told
AFP: “The doping certificate, the clearance cer-
tificate, is a must. It clearly mentioned (in an event
handbook), and (was) not complied by the
Philippines. 

“And that is the only reason they were not
allowed,” he said, adding that Vietnam sports offi-
cials had “well informed” all national Olympic
committees involved in the Games of the rules.
Despite the setback the bodybuilders are deter-
mined to have a crack at the next SEA Games, in
2023 in Cambodia. “Our preparation for next
year’s SEA Games... will start when we arrive back
in the Philippines,” said Jesse Virata Bermudo.

Swim controversy
In another development, Olympic swimming hero

Joseph Schooling had a first gold of this year’s
Southeast Asian Games dramatically snatched away
when Singapore’s sprint relay team were disquali-
fied. Schooling, Quah Zheng Wen, Jonathan Tan and
Mikkel Lee came home well clear of their regional
rivals in the 4x100m freestyle relay at the SEA
Games in Hanoi on Saturday night and celebrated
winning gold.

But while conducting a post-race interview the
quartet’s elation turned to agony when were
informed they had been disqualified - because one
of their swimmers had left his blocks early at a
changeover — before being ushered away.
Schooling, 26, stunned Michael Phelps to win the
2016 Olympic 100m butterfly title and has won 27

SEA Games golds, along with three Asian Games
golds. The disqualification ends Singapore’s winning
streak in SEA Games 4x100m freestyle relays dat-
ing back to 2001.

Malaysia finished second but were also disquali-
fied for the same offence which left hosts Vietnam
to take the gold with silver for Indonesia and
bronze going to Thailand. Malaysian swimming
coach Chris Martin said official timing showed one
of their swimmers had left the blocks at a
changeover 0.12 seconds before the incoming
swimmer had touched the wall, in comments report-
ed by state news agency Bernama. Vietnamese
swim coach Phan Quang Minh Quan told state out-
let VnExpress: “This is something very difficult and
sensitive in sport, but the digital machine detected
the violations, not human, so it’s fair.” —AFP

City’s comeback keeps title in their hands; Spurs book top four

Man City salvage a vital point

Flamboyant Australia 
cricketer Symonds 
dies in car crash
SYDNEY: Australian cricket was reeling Sunday
after swashbuckling former all-rounder Andrew
Symonds was killed in a car crash-another tragic
blow after the recent deaths of fellow greats Shane
Warne and Rod Marsh. The 46-year-old, who
played 26 Tests and 198 one-day internationals
from 1998 to 2009, was involved in a single-car
accident outside Townsville in Queensland state on
Saturday night.

Police said emergency services attempted to
revive him, but he died from his injuries after the
car left the road and rolled. Pictures published by
the Brisbane Courier-Mail showed a vehicle on its
roof and skid marks on the road. “We are still in
shock-I’m just thinking of the two kids,” his tearful
wife Laura told the newspaper, referring to their
young children. “He was the most laid-back per-
son. Nothing stressed him out.”

Cricket Australia chairman Lachlan Henderson
said the sport had lost “another of its very best”.
“Andrew was a generational talent who was instru-
mental in Australia’s success at World Cups and as
part of Queensland’s rich cricket history,” he
added. “He was a cult figure to many who was
treasured by his fans and friends.” Symonds’ fatal
crash comes just months after the deaths of fellow
Australian greats Warne and Marsh, who both died
unexpectedly from heart attacks.

“Unfortunately I’ve been here too often this
year under these circumstances. I actually can’t
quite believe it, to be honest,” former Australia
captain Mark Taylor told Channel Nine. “Another
tragic day for cricket.” The larger-than-life
Symonds was hugely popular, not only for his
hard-hitting approach to the game but also for his
easy-going personality. He was widely considered
one of the most skilled all-rounders Australian
cricket has seen, bowling both off-spin and medi-
um pace, while playing many match-winning hands
with his explosive middle-order batting.

Symonds was also a top-rate fielder and was a
key part of Australia’s back-to-back 50-over World
Cup triumphs in 2003 and 2007. Domestically, he
played for Queensland for 17 seasons, while appear-
ing for Gloucestershire, Kent, Lancashire and
Surrey in the English County Championship and for
Deccan Chargers and Mumbai Indians in the Indian
Premier League. —AFP

HANOI: Singapore’s Terry Tay Wei An competes during the floor exercises final of gymnastics event in the
31st Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games) at Quan Ngura Sports Complex in Hanoi on May 15, 2022. —AFP

MUMBAI: An art student gives final touches to a
painting of late Australian cricketer Andrew Symonds
as a tribute in his memory in Mumbai on May 15,
2022.  —AFP


