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Qatar to invest an 
extra $5bn in Spain

Fluctuating oil prices requires 
measures to enhance economy 8 Venezuelan becomes 

oldest living man at 11213 Butler brings heat as Miami 
sink Boston in series opener163

Curbs on meats, oils leaving 
Kuwait; wheat supply stable 

World Bank to provide additional $12bn to address global food crisis
KUWAIT: The General  Administrat ion of 
Customs sent orders to all border posts to ban 
sedans carrying frozen chicken, vegetable oils 
and meats from leaving Kuwait, as food prices 
soar around the world. Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and international economic sanctions on 
Moscow have disrupted supplies of wheat and 
other food supplies from both countries and 
pushed up fuel and diesel prices, especially in 
developing nations. And India over the weekend 
banned wheat exports, which sent prices of the 
grain soaring. 

The Center of Government Communications 
said Kuwait’s strategic supply of wheat is stable 
as the country’s imports are sourced from other 
countries. The imported wheat is of high quality, 
clean and suitable for storage in Kuwait’s hot 
weather conditions, it  added in a statement 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, the World Bank on Wednesday 
announced an additional $12 billion in funding for 
projects to address the global food security cri-
sis, bringing the total to $30 billion. Amid the 
growing shortages exacerbated by the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, a key grain producer, the 
new funding will finance projects over the next 15 
months to boost food and fertilizer production, 
facilitate greater trade and support vulnerable 

households and producers, the World Bank said. 
“Food price increases are having devastating 

effects on the poorest and most vulnerable,” 
World Bank President David Malpass said in a 
statement. “It is critical that countries make clear 
statements now of future output increases in 
response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.” The 
bank previously announced $18.7 billion in fund-
ing for projects to be implemented over the next 
15 months in Africa and the Middle East, Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia, and South Asia. 

“Countries should make concerted efforts to 
increase the supply of energy and fertilizer, help 
farmers increase plantings and crop yields, and 
remove policies that block exports and imports, 
divert food to biofuel, or encourage unnecessary 
storage,” Malpass said. Washington welcomed the 
decision, which is part of a joint action plan by 
multilateral lenders and regional development 
banks to address the food crisis. 

“The Russian war against Ukraine is the latest 
global shock that is exacerbating the sharp 
increase in both acute and chronic food insecurity 
in recent years driven by conflict, climate change 
and economic downturns, such as those associated 
with the COVID-19 pandemic,” the Treasury 
Department said, applauding the institutions for 
working swiftly to address the issues. — Agencies

KUWAIT: Workers pack pita bread from a conveyer belt at a factory in this June 24, 2019 file pho-
to.— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

BRUSSELS: Finland and Sweden on 
Wednesday handed in their bids to 
join NATO, after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine up-ended decades of military 
non-alignment. The applications were 
warmly received by most allies. But 
Turkey raised objections, and ambas-
sadors meeting in Brussels failed to 
reach consensus on starting formal 
membership negotiations. 

NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg had promised the process 

would be “swift and smooth”, but 
Turkey will have to be mollified before 
the ratification can take place. “The 
applications you have made today are 
an historic step. Allies will now con-
sider the next steps on your path to 
NATO,” Stoltenberg said, after 
receiving the bids from the Finnish 
and Swedish ambassadors. 

But resistance raised by NATO 
member Turkey threatens to block 
them, with Ankara accusing the 
Nordic countries of acting as safe 
havens for opposition Kurdish groups. 
In Ankara, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said: “We asked them 
to extradite 30 terrorists but they 
refused to do so. You will not send 
back the terrorists to us, and then ask 
our support for your NATO member-
ship?” — AFP (See Page 5) 

BRUSSELS: NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg poses with applica-
tion documents presented by the Finnish and Swedish ambassadors to 
NATO during a ceremony to mark Sweden’s and Finland’s application for 
membership on May 18, 2022. — AFP 

Finland and 
Sweden apply 
to join NATO

BEIRUT: Hezbollah’s opponents might rejoice 
at their loss of majority in parliament but 
Lebanon’s packed political calendar now sets 
the stage for protracted deadlocks at best or 
violence at worst. Sunday’s polls passed without 
any major incident, in itself an achievement in a 
country which has a history of political violence 
and is suffering its worst crisis since the 1975-
1990 civil war. 

Iran-backed Hezbollah is a major political and 
military force, described by its supporters a bul-
wark against enemy the Zionist entity and by its 
detractors as a state within a state whose con-
tinued existence prevents any kind of democrat-
ic change in Lebanon. Hezbollah and its allies 
lost the clear majority they had in the outgoing 
parliament, despite a flurry of televised address-
es by the Shiite group’s leader Hassan Nasrallah 
in the week running up to the vote. 

The biggest winners were the Christian 
Lebanese Forces party and new faces born of a 
2019 secular protest movement, all of whom 
have a clear stance against Hezbollah. “Old 
guard parties will seek to assert their political 
dominance in the face of the reformists who 
have entered parliament for the first time,” said 
analyst Lina Khatib, head of the Middle East 
and North Africa Program at Chatham House. 

As of May 22, after the current assembly’s 
mandate expires, the new lawmakers will have 
15 days to pick a speaker, a position Nabih Berri 
has held since 1992 and is not intent on leaving 
despite reaching the age of 84. By convention, 
Lebanon’s prime minister position is reserved 
for a Sunni Muslim, the presidency goes to a 
Maronite Christian and the post of speaker to a 
Shiite Muslim. 

Berri is a deeply polarizing figure but all 
Shiite seats in parliament were won by 
Hezbollah and the veteran speaker’s own Amal 
party, which rules out the emergence of a con-
sensual candidacy.  
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Lebanon faces 
tense times 
after elections

WASHINGTON: School closures during the pandemic 
have set back children’s learning in many G20 countries 
and could have a long-lasting negative impact on GDP 
in advanced economies, the IMF said Tuesday. Recent 
assessments of schoolchildren show that widespread 
virtual learning during the COVID-19 pandemic result-
ed in lower academic levels in India, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Brazil and the United States, where 
many institutions were closed for more than a year. 

“If these learning losses aren’t addressed, affected 
students could experience a lifetime of depressed earn-
ings,” the Washington-based crisis lender said in a 
report. IMF economists observed that current students 
will make up nearly 40 percent of the working-age 
population in G20 economies for decades to come. 

“While much is still unknown, our simulations show 
that, once all such students are in the labor market, 
gross domestic product for advanced G20 economies 
could be as much as three percent lower in the long 
run,” the report warned. Poorest households suffered 
the worst learning losses, and their  prospects stand to 
be “particularly diminished, further widening income 
inequality,” the IMF said. If learning loss from the pan-
demic goes unaddressed, it could result in lifetime 
income losses of 1.5 to 10 percent for residents of G20 
nations, the IMF estimates.  — AFP  

School closures 
inflict toll: IMF

DUBAI: The world’s tallest build-
ing disappeared behind a grey 
layer of dust on Wednesday as 
sandstorms that have swept the 
Middle East hit the United Arab 
Emirates, prompting weather and 
traffic warnings. The 828-metre 
Burj Khalifa, which towers over 
Dubai and is usually visible 
across the busy financial hub, 
retreated behind a curtain of air-
borne dirt that shrouded much of 
the country. 

The UAE is just the latest 
country in the path of sandstorms 
that have smothered Iraq, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Iran and others in 
recent days, closing airports and 
schools and sending thousands to 
hospital with breathing problems. 
Capital city Abu Dhabi’s air qual-
ity index (AQI) soared into the 

“hazardous” zone overnight, 
according to waqi.info and the 
Plume pollution app. 

The Middle East’s sandstorms 
are becoming more frequent and 
intense, a trend associated with 
overgrazing and deforestation, 
overuse of river water and more 

dams. Experts say the phenome-
non could worsen as climate 
change warps regional weather 
patterns and drives desertifica-
tion. Emirati authorities issued a 
nationwide warning urging resi-
dents to remain vigilant. 
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Burj Khalifa 
engulfed by 
sandstorm

DUBAI: This picture taken on May 18, 2022 shows a view of the haze 
obscuring the skyline with a mosque in the foreground during a heavy 
sandstorm. — AFP 


