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Auctioneer Victoire Gineste chairs the auction of a recently rediscovered drawing by
Michelangelo, the artist’s first known nude, that was adjudicated for 23 million euros ($24.2 mil-
lion) at the Christie’s auction house in Paris on Wednesday. — AFP 

Photo shows some of the parrot it shelters perched on a
tree.

The owner of the facility Akram Yehia (center) shows visitors some of the protected birds in the capital Khartoum. The owner of the facility Akram Yehia with some of the protected birds in the capital
Khartoum.

A visitor poses for pictures with some of the protected birds in the capital Khartoum.

Some of the parrot it shelters perched on a tree in the Sudanese capital.

Arecently rediscovered Michelangelo
sketch, the artistʼs first nude, sold
at auction Wednesday for 23 mil-

lion euros ($24.2 million) at Christieʼs
Paris, a record for the Italian master. 

The late 15th-century sketch in pen
and brown ink representing a naked man

with two other background figures recent-
ly resurfaced in a private French collec-
tion and outstripped the previous record
for the Renaissance artist of 9.5 million
euros for “The Risen Christ” at Christieʼs
London in 2000. — AFP 

Second endangered
cheetah cub 
dies in Iran

The second of three Asiatic cheetah
cubs born in captivity in Iran has
died in a blow to conservation

efforts for the critically endangered sub-
species, state media reported
Wednesday. “The cause of death of the
cub is being investigated and the result
will be announced after the post mortem,”
environment department official Hassan
Akbari told state news agency IRNA. The
announcement came just two weeks after
a first cub from the litter died.

The cause of death was established
as congenital malformation of the left
lung, an environment department state-
ment said. The cubs were born in the
Touran Wildlife Refuge by caesarean
section on May 1, in what the department
said was the first birth of an Asiatic chee-
tah in captivity. The worldʼs fastest land
animal, capable of speeds of up to 120
kilometers (75 miles) per hour, cheetahs
once stalked habitats from the eastern
borders of India to the Atlantic coast of

Senegal. They are still found in parts of
southern Africa, but have practically dis-
appeared from North Africa and Asia.

The Asiatic subspecies-Acinonyx juba-
tus venaticus-is critically endangered,
according to the International Union for
Conservation of Nature. Iran is the last
country in the world where the Asiatic
cheetah can be found in the wild.
Authorities launched a United Nations-
supported protection program in 2001. In
January, deputy environment minister
Hassan Akbari said only a dozen individ-
uals were left in the wild-down from an
estimated 100 in 2010. Their situation “is
extremely critical”, Akbari said, adding
that animals had been lost to drought,
hunters and car accidents.— AFP 

Ablack bulletproof vest bearing a
Ukrainian military crest, a tourni-
quet and two felt-tip pens make

up street artist Gamlet Zinkivskyis
unpretentious work equipment. The 35-
year-old Ukrainian has remained in his
hometown of Kharkiv, Ukraineʼs second-
biggest city, to paint its walls even amid
the destruction of Russiaʼs invasion.

Recognized internationally with exhi-
bitions and paintings from Lima to
London, Gamlet has put aside his globe-
trotting success and now uses his talent
to support the home front during the war.
“If I move I can have my career some-
where abroad. But it will only be comfort.
In Ukraine, I have the feeling that Iʼm
building the country,” he said.

“All the city is my house, all the city
(is) my gallery,” the bald artist added,
with four silver rings glinting on his left
hand. He writes the words “hellish hospi-
tality” on the latest addition to his
Kharkiv portfolio, a combination of
Molotov cocktails and a petrol can drawn
in a city centre scarred by Russian
artillery fire.

ʻYou have to paintʼ 
At the start of the war, Gamlet spent a

night in a Kharkiv metro station and 10
days at his parentsʼ house before mov-
ing with relatives to Ivano-Frankivsk in
relatively untouched western Ukraine.
He spent two months there raising funds
for humanitarian aid and Ukraineʼs army,
saying he sold a painting for two night
vision devices. Then came a telephone
call from the commander of the Khartia
Battalion, whose insignia he proudly
sports on his vest. Every painting is
signed with its name.

“Youʼre staying in Ivano-Frankivsk for
too long. We need you here (in Kharkiv)
— you have to paint,” the commander
told him. Gamlet believes working in the
street, where he can paint when and
where he wants, is more important for
public morale than getting exposure in
galleries. “I see people smiling and hap-
py because they see a destroyed build-
ing which they loved but smile when
they see painting,” he explained. Gamlet
also sees his work as increasing access
to art, which he prioritizes above simply
earning money from selling pictures.

“Street art, itʼs the story for people

who have never been to (an) exhibition
or who donʼt visit museums, but they
know my work in the street.” Gamlet
hopes that his works, painted on wood
covering the windows and exteriors of
damaged buildings, will be given to a
future war museum or sold for a good
cause.

Only one of the eight paintings he
completed in the eastern city of Izyum
survived battles with Russian forces in
recent weeks, he added, while other
works were lost in Berdyansk and
Mariupol. But he says he does not see
his art as a weapon against Russia.
“What Iʼm doing helps real fighters with
weapons to uphold this country. This
country, apart from people and cities,
has artists, musicians, and culture they
love. This inspires them (soldiers) to
fight and defend.”

Brushes with the law 
This is the second time that Gamlet

has stayed in Kharkiv for political rea-
sons. He was ready to move to Paris in
2013 before the pro-Western Maidan
revolution toppled Ukraineʼs pro-Russian
leader Viktor Yanukovych in 2014. That
proved to be a watershed moment. “In
2014 I started painting with a new pow-

erful spirit. I understood I was
Ukrainian,” he said. Gamlet started
painting Kharkivʼs walls when he was 17
— and his artistic activities earned him
many brushes with the law.

He said he would spend as much
money on “corruption” to leave police
custody as he did on paint. After yet

another arrest, Gamlet decided to chal-
lenge the officers. “I told them, ʻWhat are
you doing? Donʼt you have other things
to do? Crimea was annexed and you
found (a) terrorist like me.ʼ Then they
stopped bothering,” he recalled. Since
then, he says he rejected an offer from
the city to become its official painter in
order to remain independent.

Gamlet studied art at university and
art school for eight years. But he decid-
ed to do away with colors 12 years ago,
preferring the minimalism of black and
white in his work. “I donʼt want to paint
beautiful paintings, but great ideas,” he
explained. “In the world everything is
smeared and itʼs hard to understand if
itʼs good or bad. In painting I can make it
black and white.”— AFP

Ukrainian street artist Gamlet Zinkivskyi smokes a cigarette while painting on a wooden board
on a street in Kharkiv amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.—AFP

Sudan sanctuary
offers haven 
for exotic birds

Tucked away east of Sudanʼs capital
Khartoum, a sanctuary of lush
green vegetation has been a haven

for dozens of exotic birds from far and
wide. “I have a passion for birds,” said
Akram Yehia, owner of the Marshall
Nature Reserve which covers 400 square
meters (4,300 square feet). “I wanted to
create an ideal environment that simu-
lates their natural habitat.” Yehia, 45, set
up the huge caged aviary in his houseʼs
front yard four years ago, and has hand-
crafted dozens of birdhouses. He created

a habitat of trees, adding a garden pond
and mist nozzles for cooling off against
Sudanʼs scorching heat.

Over 100 birds of 13 different species
currently inhabit the reserve. Ring-
necked parakeet, rosella birds, as well as
Meyers and red-rumped parrots flit
across branches and compete over bird-
houses in the reserve. “I have trained and
tamed them over the years so they wonʼt
attack each another,” he said. Yehia says
his favorite is an African grey parrot who
answers to the name “Kuku” and has a
knack for mimicking human sounds and
movements as well.

Sudanese and foreign visitors are
allowed to drop in for two to three hours a
day only. “Itʼs only limited time so we
donʼt disturb their habitat,” said Yehia.
Business, however, has been impacted
since an October military coup that has
triggered regular mass protests met by a
violent crackdown. Visits often get called

off on protest days as streets are
blocked, making it hard to move around
the capital. “The tear gas fired during the
protests is very dangerous for the birds,”
Yehia said. “I know people living closer to
large protest sites and whoʼve lost all the
birds they own.”

Yehia has also been grappling with
increasing expenses in Sudan, where the
local currency has plummeted against the
dollar, and food and fuel prices have
soared. “I want to expand the reserve but
itʼs very expensive now,” he said. To visi-
tors, the reserve is a welcome break from
the hustle and bustle of Khartoum. “I nev-
er knew that such a place exists in
Khartoum,” said Anna Shcherbakova, a
visitor from Ukraine. A local visitor,
Hossameddine Sidahmed, said he hopes
the reserve expands and grows “even
more beautiful”. — AFP

An undated handout photo obtained from Khartoum’s Marshall Nature Reserve for
exotic birds, shows a visitor posing for pictures with some of the protected birds
in the capital Khartoum. — AFP photos


