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Tom Cruise was set to jet into
Cannes on Wednesday with “Top
Gun: Maverick” as a Russian dissi-

dent in the main competition showcases
an alternative side to the worldʼs top film
festival. Cruise, last at Cannes 30 years
ago, is tipped to make a spectacular
entrance accompanied by a French Air
Force aerobatic display team dazzling
with a fly-past over the red carpet.

Critics have treated the sequel to his
superstar-making 1986 blockbuster to
giddy reviews, with hopes the film will
boost movie theatres still struggling to
recover from the pandemic. “In the history
of cinema... (Cruise) has one of the high-
est success rates,” festival director
Thierry Fremaux said this week. “This is
someone that we havenʼt seen on
streaming platforms, TV series, or doing
adverts... He is someone who is devoted
to cinema.”

Before that, in the main competition for
the top prize Palme dʼOr, Cannes was set
to welcome Russian dissident Kirill
Serebrennikov with a very different offer-
ing: “Tchaikovskyʼs Wife” about the leg-
endary composerʼs brief and tragic mar-
riage. The director was unable to attend
the festival for two previous nominations
due to a controversial court case that
barred him from leaving Russia. Now in
exile following Russiaʼs invasion of
Ukraine, his new film is unlikely to
improve his standing with the Kremlin giv-
en that it shines a light on the composerʼs

homosexuality-a story that remains taboo
for Russian conservatives.

ʻSpeak upʼ 
The war has already been a major

theme at the festival, with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky making a
surprise appearance via video at the
opening ceremony on Tuesday. “Will cin-
ema keep quiet, or will it speak up? If
there is a dictator, if there is a war for
freedom, once again, everything depends
on our unity. Can cinema stay outside of
this unity?” Zelensky said.

There will be a special screening of
“Mariupolis 2”, a documentary about the
conflict by Lithuanian director Mantas
Kvedaravicius, who was killed in Ukraine
last month-reportedly by Russian forces.
Ukraineʼs beleaguered filmmakers will get
a special day at the festival and one of its
most promising directors, Sergei
Loznitsa, will show “The Natural History
of Destruction”, about the bombing of
German cities in World War II.

The head of the jury charged with
selecting the winners this year, French
actor Vincent Lindon, said the invasion of
Ukraine had penetrated even the glam-
orous bubble that is Cannes, which was
founded in 1946, he noted as a response
to fascism. “The torments of the world,
which is bleeding, suffering, burning...
they rack my conscience,” he told the
opening ceremony.

According to analysis site The

Numbers, Cruiseʼs 39 films as lead
actor have pulled in just shy of $8.5 bil-
lion (8 billion euros) worldwide. “Top
Gun: Maverick” could add as much as
$390 million from the United States
alone, according to Box Office Pro.
Empire magazine praised its “slick visu-

als, crew camaraderie, thrilling aerial
action, a surprising emotional wallop
and, in Tom Cruise, a magnetic movie-
star performance as comforting as an
old leather jacket.”— AFP

In this file photo (from left) Gem, Noel Gallagher, Andy Bell and Liam Gallagher, members of the
British rock band “Oasis” pose for a photograph during a photocall in Hong Kong. — AFP 

Chethana Raj

US actor and producer Tom Cruise poses dur-
ing the red carpet ceremony of the film “Top
Gun: Maverick!”

112-year-old Venezuelan farmer Vicente
Perez gestures at his home in San Jose de
Bolivar, Tachira state, Venezuela, on January
24, 2022. — AFP

US actor Johnny Depp gestures while depart-
ing the courtroom at the Fairfax County
Circuit Courthouse in Fairfax, Virginia. — AFP 

(From left to right) US Actor Danny Ramirez, US actress Monica Barbaro, US actor Jon Hamm,
US actress Jennifer Connelly, US actor and producer Tom Cruise, US actor Miles Teller and US
filmmaker Joseph Kosinski pose during the red carpet ceremony of the film “Top Gun:
Maverick!” at the Cinepolis Parque Toreo, in Naucalpan de Juarez, Mexico state. — AFP photos

How Tom Cruise
survived the end
of the star era

Tom Cruise jets into Cannes on
Wednesday for the first time in 30
years to launch “Top Gun: Maverick”,

and much has changed in the film industry
since his last visit-except his continued box
office power. That kind of longevity is a rare
thing in Hollywood where superhero fran-
chises have become far more financially
important to studios than individual actors
and actresses.

When Cruise was last in Cannes for the
premiere of the ill-fated “Far and Away”
with his then-wife Nicole Kidman, he was
just one among many in the Hollywood
star system. It was 1992 and the likes of
Kevin Costner, Mel Gibson and Bruce
Willis ruled the roost-all names that have
since faded.

“Cruise is unusual as someone who
has managed to retain that commercial
weight even as the studios have become
dominated by superhero franchise films,”
said Paul McDonald, professor of media
industries at Kingʼs College London. “And
itʼs particularly remarkable given that heʼs
going to be 60 this year.” According to
analysis site The Numbers, Cruiseʼs 39
films as lead actor have pulled in just shy
of $8.5 billion (8 billion euros) worldwide.

“Top Gun: Maverick” could add as
much as $390 million from the US alone,
according to Box Office Pro. And with
gushing reviews from critics, it looks set
to cement his status as, in the words of
IndieWire, “the last Hollywood movie
star of his kind-short as ever but still
larger-than-life in an age where most
famous actors are only as big as their
action figures.”

Career wobble 
Cruiseʼs continued success looked far

from certain in the early 2000s when his
ties to the controversial Church of
Scientology-and the infamous time he
leapt around on Oprah Winfreyʼs couch
professing his love for Katie Holmes-
threatened to derail his career. The

Hollywood machine was also changing,
with stars like Cruise becoming less impor-
tant than superhero brands.

“Batman is a great example of the shift
that happened around 2000 when fran-
chise films took over. For half the film or
more heʼs covered with a mask-people
donʼt hugely care whoʼs in there, whether
itʼs Robert Pattinson or Ben Affleck or
anyone else,” said McDonald. Cruise
managed to recover and thrive by pre-
senting himself as something like a real-
life superhero.

“Part of the mystique is that he does his
own stunts-flies jets, jumps off buildings-itʼs
hard not to watch him without thinking: is
there anything this guy canʼt do?” said Paul
Dergarabedian, of media analysts
Comscore.

ʻDevoted to cinemasʼ 
With two more installments of the

hugely successful “Mission: Impossible”
coming in 2023 and 2024 — possibly fol-
lowed by a long-rumored film to be shot in
space-there is little sign of Cruise fading
into obscurity. “Theatre owners have an
intense love for Tom Cruise because his
whole life is devoted to the cinema experi-
ence. His movies are conceived and exe-
cuted with the big screen in mind,” said
Dergarabedian. Cruise has become an
ambassador for cinemas-even sneaking
into a screening of Christopher Nolanʼs
“Tenet” at the height of the pandemic in
summer 2020 in a bid to boost sales.

“Iʼve produced 30 to 40 movies,” he
told Empire magazine recently. “I am
responsible for thousands, if not tens of
thousands, of jobs.” That devotion has put
him at odds with his own studio partners:
Cruise reportedly sued Paramount last
year for only giving the next “Mission:
Impossible” a 45-day window in cinemas
before streaming, according to The
Hollywood Reporter-a dispute that
remains unresolved.

But it goes down very well in Cannes-
which is part-run by theatre owners and
has banned streamers from competing at
the festival. “This is someone that we
havenʼt seen on streaming platforms, TV
series, or doing adverts,” said festival
director Thierry Fremaux. “He is someone
who is devoted to cinema. To see Tom
Cruise, you have to see a feature film in a
cinema theatre.”— AFP

Depp lawyers wrap
up cross-examination
of Amber Heard

Lawyers for Johnny Depp wrapped up
their grilling of his ex-wife Amber
Heard on Tuesday after seeking to

portray her as the aggressor in their volatile
relationship. Under cross-examination, the
36-year-old Heard rejected the accusations
that she was the one who instigated vio-
lence between the couple, who were mar-
ried from 2015 to 2017.

“I never assaulted Mr Depp or anyone
else that I had been romantically linked to,”
Heard told the jury on Day 17 of the
defamation case filed against her by her
former husband.The 58-year-old “Pirates of
the Caribbean” star filed suit against Heard
over an op-ed she wrote for The
Washington Post in December 2018 in
which she described herself as a “public
figure representing domestic abuse.”

Heard, who had a starring role in
“Aquaman,” did not name Depp in the op-
ed, but he sued her for implying he was a
domestic abuser and is seeking $50 million
in damages. The Texas-born Heard coun-
tersued, asking for $100 million and claim-
ing she suffered “rampant physical vio-
lence and abuse” at his hands.

Depp, during his four days on the wit-
ness stand, denied ever striking Heard
and claimed that she was the one who
was frequently violent. “Is it your testimony
under oath that you never struck Mr. Depp
as the initial aggressor?” Deppʼs lawyer
Camille Vasquez asked Heard during
cross-examination.

“I tried to defend myself when I could,”
Heard said. “But it was after years of not
defending myself. “There are many times I
had to use my body to defend myself, and
that included swinging wherever I could if it
meant I could get away, absolutely,” Heard
said. “If it meant the difference between a
sore face and a broken nose.” In one audio
recording played for the jury, Heard
acknowledged starting a physical fight with
Depp on one occasion but insisted that she
did not “punch” him. “Youʼre fine. I did not
hurt you,” she said in the recording. “You
are such a baby.”

Heard was also asked by Deppʼs
lawyers about a report that she allegedly
assaulted her then-girlfriend, Tasya van
Ree, at a Seattle airport in 2009. Heard
denied ever doing so and said the accusa-
tion was part of a “smear” campaign by
Deppʼs side. Heard was also asked why
she thought Depp, during the entire time
she was on the witness stand, refused to
look at her directly. “Because heʼs guilty,”
she said. “He knows heʼs lying.”

During her testimony, Heard said Depp
would become a physically and sexually
abusive “monster” when he was drinking.
She said filing for divorce against Depp in
May 2016 was “the hardest thing Iʼve ever
had to do.” —AFP

US actor and producer Tom Cruise gives the thumb up as he arrives for the red carpet ceremo-
ny of the film “Top Gun: Maverick!” at the Cinepolis Parque Toreo. — AFP 

Indian actress dies
after ‘botched’
liposuction

A21-year-old budding Indian actress
died after what her family says was
a botched liposuction procedure,

according to police on Wednesday.
Liposuction, a medical procedure to
remove fat, is very common and cheap in
India-but is still mostly unregulated outside
big hospitals. Chethana Raj, who acted in
several television series and films in her
native Karnataka, died Tuesday.

Her grandmother Narayanamma told
local media that the actress had asked for
150,000 rupees (around $1,900) for the
operation but the family refused. “We did
not encourage her to have the operation as
she was healthy and not fat,” the Times of
India quoted her as saying. Raj cobbled
together the money herself and went to a
clinic in the southern city of Bangalore with-
out telling her parents.

But she developed complications and
was rushed to hospital where she was pro-
nounced dead. Vinayak Patil, deputy com-
missioner of police, told AFP that officials
have registered a case of unnatural death
after the womanʼs father accused the clinic
of botching the procedure. “My daughter
died due to the negligence of the hospital,”
The News Minute website quoted her
father Govinda Raj as saying.—AFP

Venezuelan
becomes oldest
living man

A112-year-old Venezuelan farmer has
been officially recognized as the old-
est living man following the death of

a Spaniard who was the previous holder of
the title, Guinness World Records said
Tuesday. Juan Vicente Perez was con-
firmed as the oldest living man in February,
Guinness said in a statement on its web-
site. He “has exceptional health and mem-
ory. He remembers his childhood, mar-
riage, the name of his siblings, children and
grandchildren,” said Guinness.

“He loves to be surrounded by family
and friends as they tell stories and engage
in good conversation.” Perez was born on
May 27, 1909 in the western Tachira state,
where by the age of five he was already
helping his parents to harvest sugar cane
and coffee. As an adult, he worked as a
sheriff resolving land disputes in the town
where he lived.—AFP

Guitar that broke
up Oasis sells 
for $390,000

Noel Gallagherʼs Gibson guitar, which
was broken in 2009 at the same time
as the British group Oasis imploded,

sold for 385,500 euros at an auction in
Paris on Tuesday. Later repaired, the red
Gibsonʼs destruction at the French capitalʼs
Rock en Seine festival in 2009 was “a cult
moment” in music history, said Jonathan
Berg, a guitar expert and cofounder of the
Artpeges gallery that held the auction.

With a starting price at 150,000 euros
($160,000), the auctioneers said bids for
the guitar could have reached as high as
500,000 euros. A flagship of the 1990s
Britpop movement built around the notori-
ously fractious Gallagher brothers, Oasis
scored global success, selling 60 million
albums and birthing hits like “Wonderwall”
and “Donʼt Look Back In Anger”. The band
had been slated to play at Rock en Seine
in 2009 towards the end of their year-long
“Dig Out Your Soul” global tour-named for
their album of the same name.

But “things had been brewing for a
while between the two brothers,” Berg
said. “It exploded backstage, one of
Noelʼs guitars got broken and that led to
the group breaking up.”

An eager crowd waiting for the pair to
appear were stunned to get the message
that Oasis was history. The dramatic split
set off years of public barbs between the
brothers via the press and social media
that have gradually cooled off. Both have
continued making music since they parted
ways, but have repeatedly ruled out getting
Oasis back together.

The guitar, restored in 2011, was pre-
sented with its original case and a note
from its former owner, signed “Peace, love
and bananas”. Bidding started at 150,000
euros ($190,000), selling just above the
low estimate of 300,000 euros plus a fee of
85,500 euros. Arthur Perault, another co-
founder of Artpeges, said he was “pretty
happy” with the session.

Among the other top lots, a bondage
suit made entirely of leather and chains
worn by Martin Gore of the British group
Depeche Mode, matched the top-end esti-
mate, finding a buyer for 15,528 euros
including tax. A rare vinyl signed by both
Jimi Hendrix and beloved French rocker
Johnny Hallyday sold for more than 10,000
euros. —AFP


