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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti shooting team won four medals
- two gold, one silver, and one bronze - during the
the 3rd Gulf Games. The event at the Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex saw Talal Al-
Rashidi, Nasser Al-Meqled and Abdulrahman Al-
Faihan securing the gold medal of the teams’ trap
shooting. The UAE and Saudi Arabia came in sec-
ond and third respectively. 

In singles’ Trap Shooting, Kuwait’s Al-Meqled
struck gold against, winning the event with silver
and bronze going to his compatriots Al-Rashidi and
Al-Faihan. As for the 10m singles rifle shooting
event, Oman’s Salem Al-Nab’ee won gold, while the
UAE’s Ibrahim Khalil won silver and Omani Essam
Al-Bloushi won bronze. Oman won another gold
medal in the 25m rapid-fire pistol competition by
shooter Mu’ath AlBloushi. The silver and bronze
medals went to Bahrainis Abdulmajed Abdulkhaleq
and Abdullah Rahma respectively. The Gulf Games
will continue until May 31st. 

Also, the Kuwaiti women’s athletics team won
two gold and silver medals. Mudhawi Al-Shimmiri
and Nadiya Al-Haqqan won the gold medals in the

200 meters race and high jump competitions, secur-
ing more medals for Kuwait. Al-Shimmiri came first
in the 200 meters race with a time of 32.74 seconds.
The silver and bronze medals went to athletes from
Bahrain. In the high jump, Al-Haqqan clear 1.53
meters with Kuwaiti compatriot, Dalal Al-Faraj
snatching the silver medal. The bronze medal was
shared between athletes from Saudi Arabia and
Oman. The Gulf Games will continue until May 31st. 

Meanwhile, Bahrain remained on top of the
medal list of the Third Gulf Games after winning 23

medals (11 gold, 8 silver and 4 bronze) at the end of
the second day. Kuwait moved to second place with
24 medals (6 gold, 9 silver and 9 bronze). Qatar
grabbed the third place with 15 medals (6 gold, 6
silver and 3 bronze). Saudi Arabia took the fourth
position with 19 medals (5 gold, 5 silver and 9
bronze). Oman (fifth), with 12 medals: 4 gold, 3 silver
and 5 bronze while UAE secured 10 medals: 3 gold,
3 silver and 4 bronze.

Kuwait’s shooter Abdallah Al-Harby won the
bronze medal following a strong competition with

Oman’s Issam Alballushi who won gold while the sil-
ver went to Saudi Arabia’s Abdelaziz Alenezi. In the
10 meter air pistol event, Atallah Alenezi (from
Saudi Arabia) won gold while UAE’s Ahmad
Alameeri won silver as the bronze medal went to
Oman’s Sulaiman Al-Rahbi.

Third Gulf Games: Kuwait’s 
shooters grab four medals 

Bahrain remains on top of the medal table

GAZOO Racing 
wins 6 Hours of 
Spa-Francorchamps 
KUWAIT: The GAZOO Racing (GR) team earned
its first win of the 2022 FIA World Endurance
Championship (WEC) season after an eventful 6
Hours of Spa-Francorchamps. World Champions
Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi, and Jose Maria
Lopez, driving the No.7 Toyota GR010 Hybrid
Electric Hypercar, overcame a strong challenge
from Hypercar competitors, as well as adverse
weather, to win round two of the 2022 season, the
final event before the Le Mans 24 Hours. 

With the stunning performance at the 7.004 km
circuit in Stavelot, Belgium, the team celebrated its
sixth consecutive victory at Spa-Francorchamps
with seven wins out of eight races for Toyota
GR010 Hybrid Electric since the Hypercar was
introduced at Spa in 2021. The race had started full
of promise for the GR team that showcased its
unmatched capabilities throughout the stages. As
the race progressed, extreme weather conditions
led to several off-track incidents, interruptions, and
red flag periods. 

However, Mike and Kamui maintained steady
performance throughout the race amid the chal-
lenges.  Inside the last hour-and-a-half, Jose Maria
took the wheel of the No.7 Toyota GR010 Hybrid
Electric Hypercar for the final stint, which saw a
close battle among the three Hyper car contenders
amid weather-driven disruptions. But eventually,
Jose Maria managed to lead the race’s final stages,
especially as track conditions improved continuous-
ly and crossed the line after six hours to win by
27.473secs from the competitor car. 

Akio Toyoda, President and CEO of Toyota
Motor Corporation, commented: “Thank you to
Mike, Kamui, and JosÈ MarÌa for their first victory
of this season. I am pleased with the first victory of
the new Team Principal, Kamui, and thank you for
your hard work in your dual role. Heavy rain posed
a significant challenge, but we at Toyota truly
believe that the car must be safe to drive in any cir-
cumstance. 

The race gave us yet another opportunity to gain

invaluable insights into making ever-better cars that
drivers can drive with confidence. I’m looking for-
ward to seeing everyone in the team work closely
together to support our two GR010 Hybrid Electric
vehicles to deliver an exciting race at Le Mans.
Thank you to all the fans for your support for us this
time as well.” 

Over the years, Toyota has been participating in
many different forms of motorsports, including
Formula One, the World Endurance Championship
(WEC), and the Nurburgring 24 Hours endurance
race. Toyota’s participation in these events was
overseen by separate entities within the company
until April 2015, when Toyota established GR, to
consolidate all of its motorsport’s activities under
one in-house brand. 

Representing Toyota’s belief that ‘the roads build
the people, and the people build the cars,’ GR high-
lights the role of motorsports as a fundamental pil-
lar of Toyota’s commitment to making ‘ever-better’
cars. Harnessing years of experience gained under
the extreme conditions of various motorsports
events, GR aims to forge new technologies and
solutions that bring the freedom, adventure, and joy
of driving to everyone. The GR team will challenge
for a fifth consecutive victory at the Le Mans 24
Hours, the highlight of the WEC season set to take
place from 11-12 June. 

‘Historic’ equal pay 
deal for US men and 
women soccer teams
WASHINGTON: The US men’s and women’s nation-
al soccer teams will receive equal pay under a “his-
toric” agreement announced by the US Soccer
Federation on Wednesday, following years of pressure
from female players. The move makes the federation
the first in the world to equalize World Cup prize
money awarded to its men’s and women’s teams.

“This is a truly historic moment. These agreements
have changed the game forever here in the United
States and have the potential to change the game
around the world,” said US Soccer president Cindy
Parlow Cone. The terms of Wednesday’s landmark
agreement include “identical compensation for all
competitions, including the FIFA World Cup, and the
introduction of the same commercial revenue sharing
mechanism for both teams,” USSF said.

The deal stipulates that players from both teams
“pool and share” the otherwise unequal prize money
paid by FIFA for participation in their respective
World Cups. For non-World Cup tournaments, play-
ers from “both teams will earn an equal amount of the
total prize money paid when both teams participate in
the same competition.”

In February, the US national women’s team won a
$24 million payout and a promise of equal pay in a
najor settlement with US Soccer, that was contingent
on the new collective bargaining agreement. The

question of World Cup prize money had formed a
prominent part of the lawsuit, which was filed in 2019
and accused the federation of “stubbornly refusing”
to pay its men and women’s players equally.

“The accomplishments in this CBA (collective bar-
gaining agreement) are a testament to the incredible
efforts of WNT players on and off the field,” said US
women’s captain Becky Sauerbrunn, who is also her
team’s players association president. She added that
she hoped the agreement “will similarly serve as the
foundation for continued growth of women’s soccer
both in the United States and abroad.” 

‘Achieved it’ 
The agreement, which runs through 2028, also

aims to improve “player health and safety, data priva-
cy and the need to balance responsibilities to both
club and country,” USSF said. Women’s star Megan
Rapinoe, who has forged a reputation as an unflinch-
ing advocate for social justice causes including equal
pay and conditions for her and team-mates, said in
February that the settlement marked a moment in
which “US Soccer changed for the better.” Center-
back Walker Zimmerman, a member of the men’s team
players association, welcomed Wednesday’s deal say-
ing that “we hope this will awaken others to the need
for this type of change.”

“They said equal pay for men and women was not
possible, but that did not stop us and we went ahead and
achieved it,” he added. The United States women have
won four Women’s World Cup titles and four Olympic
gold medals. They are chasing an unprecedented third
consecutive Women’s World Cup crown after hoisting
trophies in 2015 at Canada and 2019 in France. They last
won Olympic gold in London in 2012. — AFP

Olympic champ 
Jacobs wins on 
return to 100 m
SAVONA: Lamont Marcel Jacobs made a winning
return to the 100 metres at a meeting in Savona on
Wednesday, cruising to victory in his first race over
the distance since claiming double gold at the
Tokyo Olympics. Jacobs crossed the line in a wind-

assisted time of 9.99 seconds in the heats in front of
a small crowd at the low-key meeting on the Italian
Riviera. The 27-year-old will contest the final later
on Wednesday.

Italian Jacobs was due to go head to head in
Nairobi last weekend with Fred Kerley for the first
time since his shock win at last year’s Tokyo Games.
However he had to pull out of the event with intestinal
problems meaning he made his comeback at a rustic
event under glorious sunshine in Italy. In March Jacobs
stormed to victory to take the world indoor 60m gold
in Belgrade, chasing down the American world 100m
champion Christian Coleman in the final. —AFP


