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JAKARTA: Indonesia will lift its ban on palm oil
exports next week, President Joko Widodo said
Thursday, relieving pressure on the global vegetable
oil market after prices spiked because of the suspen-
sion and the war in Ukraine.

The archipelago nation issued the ban last month to
secure supplies of the commodity, used in a range of
goods from chocolate spreads to cosmetics, in the face
of a domestic shortage. “Based on the supply... of
cooking oil and considering there are 17 million people
in the palm oil industry-farmers and other supporting
workers-I decided that cooking oil exports will reopen
on Monday, May 23,” Widodo told an online briefing.

“The government will still be monitoring everything
strictly to ensure the demand will be met with afford-
able prices,” he said. Authorities had rigorously
enforced the export ban, with the Indonesian navy
seizing a tanker carrying palm oil out of the country in
violation of the order earlier this month.  After the ban
came into force, Widodo said supplying the country’s
270 million people was the “highest priority” of his
government.ere are yo But Jakarta came under pres-
sure for further saddling prices that were already sky-
rocketing after Russia’s invasion of agricultural power-
house Ukraine.  Palm oil producers staged protests last
week in the centre of Jakarta and several towns in
Indonesia complaining that the prices for palm oil
fruits had dropped dramatically.

‘Return to normal’ 
The Indonesian leader said he was reversing the

suspension because the domestic supply and price of

cooking oil had improved since the ban came into
effect on April 28. Widodo said prices had fallen from
19,800 rupiah ($1.35) per liter to about 17,200 rupiah
($1.17) since the ban.

Domestic supplies of cooking oil also tripled after
the ban from 64,500 tons per month to 211,000 tons,
he said. Industry figures hailed the decision to resume
exports. Eddy Martono, secretary general of the
Indonesian Palm Oil Association (GAPKI), said the
organization “is very grateful to the government, espe-
cially to the president” for lifting the ban. “It is a fact
that the condition on the ground is very difficult
because the tanks have been all full. We hope with the
export reopening, the palm oil production can return
to normal.”

Oil Palm Farmers Association chairman Gulat
Manurung thanked Widodo and said oil palm farm-
ers would repay his decision by boosting domestic
supplies.

“We, oil palm farmers, pledge to help ensure that
domestic supplies of cooking oil will be available,” he
told AFP. Palm oil is the most widely used vegetable oil
in Indonesia and, despite being the world’s biggest
producer, the country has been facing a cooking oil
shortage for months because of poor regulation and
producers reluctant to sell at home. The shortages
have in some cases forced consumers to spend hours
in queues at distribution centers.

Indonesia produces about 60 percent of the world’s
palm oil, with one-third consumed by its domestic
market. India, China, the European Union and Pakistan
are among its major export customers. — AFP

Decision relieves pressure on global vegetable oil market

Indonesia to lift ban on palm 
oil exports from Monday

A worker loads freshly harvested palm fruits onto a truck
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EU publishes report
on the security 
of Open RAN
The EU member states, with the support of the
European Commission and ENISA, the EU Agency
for Cybersecurity, recently published a report on the
cybersecurity of Open RAN. This new type of 5G
network architecture explores alternative ways of
deploying the radio access part of 5G networks
based on open interfaces. 

Following up on the coordinated work already

done at EU level to strengthen the security of 5G net-
works with the EU Toolbox on 5G Cybersecurity,
Member States have analyzed the security implica-
tions of Open RAN. The report found that Open RAN
could bring potential security opportunities, provided
certain conditions are met. However, the Open RAN
concept still lacks maturity and cybersecurity
remains a significant challenge. Especially in the short
term, by increasing the complexity of networks, Open
RAN would exacerbate a number of security risks.
Those risks include a larger attack surface and more
entry points for malicious actors, an increased risk of
misconfiguration of networks and potential impacts
on other network functions due to resource sharing.
The report also notes that technical specifications,
such as those developed by the O-RAN Alliance, are
not sufficiently mature and secure by design. Open

RAN could lead to new or increased critical depend-
encies, for example in the area of components and
cloud.

Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-President for
a Europe Fit for the Digital Age, said: “Our common
priority and responsibility is to ensure the timely
deployment of 5G networks in Europe, while ensuring
they are secure. Open RAN architectures create new
opportunities in the marketplace, but this report
shows they also raise important security challenges,
especially in the short term. It will be important for all
participants to dedicate sufficient time and attention
to mitigate such challenges, so that the promises of
Open RAN can be realized.”

Thierry Breton, Commissioner for the Internal
Market, added: “With 5G network rollout across the
EU, and our economies’ growing reliance on digital

infrastructures, it is more important than ever to
ensure a high level of security of our communica-
tion networks (...) This report shows that there are a
number of opportunities with Open RAN but also
significant security challenges that remain unad-
dressed and cannot be underestimated. Under no
circumstances should the potential deployment in
Europe’s 5G networks of Open RAN lead to new
vulnerabilities.”

Overall, the report recommends a cautious
approach to moving towards this new architecture.
Any transition from and coexistence with existing,
reliable technologies should be done by allowing suf-
ficient time and resources to assess risks in advance,
implement appropriate mitigations and clearly define
responsibilities in case of failure or incident. 

—Published by European Commission


