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KUWAIT: A dense dust storm is forecast to hit 
Kuwait on Monday, raging from the west and rolling 
toward inner regions in the country, amid very low 
visibility, forecast at less than 1,000 meters. Kuwait 
Meteorological Department said in a statement on 
Sunday that northwesterly winds of 60 km/h will 
cause high waves at sea. The dust is expected to 
prevail throughout the night until the early hours of 
Tuesday. The department urged the people of 
Kuwait to follow the weather forecast on its website 
www.met.gov.kw or its smart app KuwaitMet. 

Meanwhile, May has become the month with the 
highest number of sandstorms recorded in 30 days 
in 25 years, the Kuwait Meteorological Department 
said. In a statement to KUNA on Sunday, head of 
the department Dr Hassan Al-Dashti said June was 
at the forefront for sandstorms during the past half 
century, but there has been a change in the pattern 
of climatic phenomena in recent years, which made 
May take the lead in dusty conditions instead of 
June.  

Dashti added that due to the desert climate of 
Kuwait, dust storms increase at the end of spring 
and during the summer. Kuwait witnessed, as of 
May 16, a sandstorm from the west and northwest 
of the country, accompanied by 35 km/h and 50 
km/h winds, which reduced horizontal visibility to 

less than 300 meters, suspended air, maritime navi-
gation and affected allergy and asthma patients.  

He noted that the storm originated in the Deir 
Ezzur region in eastern Syria. It was the most 
intense storm in recent years, as it rolled and 
expanded eastward towards Iraq and northern 
Saudi Arabia, into western and northwestern 
Kuwait. Dashti said a decline in rainfall helped in 
raising dust in Kuwait, as the 2021/2022 season 
witnessed the lowest rainfall in 19 seasons dur-
ing the last quarter century, recording only 87.8 
mm, while the general average for the season is 
113 mm. — KUNA  

Kuwait braces for yet another 
dust storm, with low visibility 

May records highest number of sandstorms in 25 years

KUWAIT: People wait at a bus stop amid a heavy sand-
storm on May 16, 2022. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Gulf Games open in spectacular fashion

KUWAIT: Entertainers perform during the opening ceremony of the 3rd Gulf Games on May 22, 2022. HH the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, ministers, sports officials and guests attended the cere-
mony. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 16)

KABUL: Women television presenters 
on Afghanistan’s leading news channels 
on Sunday vowed to speak up for their 
rights after being forced by Taleban 
authorities to cover their faces on air. 
Since seizing power last year, the 
Taleban have imposed a slew of 
restrictions on civil society, especially 
on women and girls to comply with the 

group’s austere brand of Islam. 
This month Afghanistan’s supreme 

leader Hibatullah Akhundzada issued 
a diktat for women to cover up fully in 
public, including their faces, ideally 
with the traditional burqa. The feared 
Ministry for Promotion of Virtue and 
Prevention of Vice ordered women 
television presenters to follow suit. 
After defying the order a day earlier, 
presenters on Sunday wore full hijabs 
and veils that left only their eyes on 
view across leading channels includ-
ing TOLOnews, Ariana Television, 
Shamshad TV and 1TV. 
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KABUL: A female presenter for Tolo News, Thamina 
Usmani, covers her face during a live broadcast at 
Tolo TV station on May 22, 2022. — AFP 

Afghan women 
presenters cover 
faces on air

BEIRUT: Jose Charo, head of the Beirut office of the Swiss-
based company Passport Legacy, shows the website of 
his company at his office on April 12, 2022. — AFP 

SFAX: People watch sea turtles find their way to the 
sea after being released on May 21, 2022. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Fearing visa hassles could 
cost him his job in Dubai while an 
economic collapse had dashed any 
homecoming options, Lebanese exec-
utive Jad splurged around $135,000 
on a new citizenship for himself and 
his wife. Within a month of making the 
payment last year, the 43-year-old 
businessman received a small package 

in his mailbox. Inside were two navy 
blue passports from the Caribbean 
island nation of Saint Kitts and Nevis 
- his ticket to visa-free access to 
more than 150 countries, including in 
Europe. 

This was a major upgrade from the 
Lebanese passport, which is ranked 
among the worst in the world and has 
become nearly impossible to renew 
because the cash-strapped state is 
running out of stocks. “Three years 
ago, I would not have imagined I 
would buy a passport,” said Jad, who 
had previously grappled with lengthy  

Continued on Page 6 

Crisis forces rich 
Lebanese to buy 
‘island passports’

SFAX, Tunisia: Three rescued log-
gerhead turtles were released into the 
Mediterranean off Tunisia on Sunday, 
one with a tracking beacon glued to 
its shell to help researchers better 
protect the threatened species. The 
main risks to sea turtles in Tunisia are 
linked to fisheries, since they become 
entangled in nets - including the three 
that were released into the wild. 

The migratory species, which can 
live to as old as 45, are listed as “vul-
nerable” in the Red List of threatened 
species of the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The 
turtles’ release was watched by a 
crowd of some 50 people, many of 
them children, carried out by a spe-
cialized care center in Tunisia’s east-
ern port of Sfax. 

Some 35 turtles have been cared 
for at the center in the past year as 
part of the Mediterranean-wide Life 
Med Turtle project. Environmental 
activists helped carry the heavy tur-
tles down the beach, before the ani-
mals crawled the final distance  

Continued on Page 6 

Turtles freed in 
Tunisia with 
tracking monitor


