
Domestic labor
union rejects
ministry imposed fee
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait Union of Domestic Labor Offices
opposed a decision by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry to set the recruitment cost of domestic
workers. In a press statement, the Union of
Domestic Labor Offices disagreed with ministerial
resolution no. 33 for 2021 regarding amending the
prices of recruitment of domestic workers, saying
such a decision must be taken by forming a commit-

tee from the ministry, Public Authority of Manpower
and representatives from the union in order to reach
a fair and well-studied decision in line with the
requirements and conditions of the recruitment
mechanism.

The statement said the board of directors of the
Union of Domestic Labor Offices has enough expe-
rience to study such decisions according to eco-
nomic and social conditions, whether for Kuwaiti
citizens or the offices. It added the cost of recruiting
domestic workers also includes fees from the work-
ers’ countries, and coordination and cooperation
with labor-exporting countries, which have their
own laws and procedures that must be followed.

“Kuwait is considered the cheapest country in
the region in terms of the recruiting cost for domes-
tic workers, compared to its neighbors in the Gulf.
The prices set by the ministry of commerce are use-

less and do not meet the demands of labor by the
Kuwaiti society. So the question is, who will pay the
difference in prices,” the statement asked.

According to the statement, the Union of
Domestic Labor Offices conducted a detailed study
on the mechanism and cost of recruitment, and it
was submitted to the ministry of commerce to be
taken into consideration, but there was no response.
“During the joint meeting in February 2021 with the
ministry of commerce, Public Authority of
Manpower and the union, we rejected the fee
imposed by the ministry, explaining the reasons for
the KD 990 pre-pandemic rate and the KD 890
rate imposed by the ministry including the plane
ticket,” the union wrote.

The Union of Domestic Labor Offices called and
appealed to Minister of Commerce and Industry
Fahad Al-Shuraian to set a date to meet and explain

all recruitment costs for domestic workers to take
the appropriate decision in light of the new infor-
mation that will be provided.
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By Majd Othman

KUWAIT: The Association of Youth for Jerusalem
held a seminar on Saturday at the Kuwait Society
of Lawyers titled “The Near Victory”. The seminar
discussed violations by the Zionist occupation and
the assassination of Palestinian journalist Shireen
Abu Akleh. Participants, including academics, intel-
lectuals, and media representatives, condemned the
Zionists, calling for international action to defend
the Palestinian people.

“The assassination of Abu Akleh is a premedi-
tated murder. It was a terror act committed by the
Zionist government,” Kuwait Society of Lawyers
Vice President for Professional Partnerships Affairs
Meshaal Al-Khanna said. Khanna affirmed there is
nothing called “Israel” - it will always be Palestine,
an independent Islamic country, calling for a seri-
ous stand by the international community to defend
the Palestinian people. 

“The recent normalization by Arab and Gulf
countries caused an increase in savagery and
Zionist empowerment towards Palestine,” Islamic
scholar and preacher Mohammad Al-Awadhi said.
He described the late journalist Abu Akleh as “a
faithful icon of the Palestinian cause and a dagger
in the backs of the Zionists and their followers”.
“Her death was a fuel that ignites the anger of the
Palestinians to fight for their cause and make more
sacrifices,” Awadhi added.

Professor of Jurisprudence and Shariah Politics
Norah Al-Otaibi affirmed that people can free
Palestine by liberating their minds. “We have to
understand that we are in a battle, and awareness is
the weapon.” Turkish journalist and writer Hamza
Tekin assured the media is the only weapon for
people to support the Palestinian cause. “The
media is the first power that affects the decisions of
politicians and all powers,” pointing out “the word
is a weapon that supports the Palestinian cause and
exposes the Zionist occupation.”

Tekin warned of “manipulative media platforms’

attempts to highlight that the so-called Israel is an
entity that has the right of the land of Palestine.” He
noted that Arab media mislead the world by using
some inaccurate terms to describe the Palestinian
cause, calling on the media to unify its speech
toward the cause away from internal Palestinian
divisions. 

Regarding the best ways for individuals to face
misleading Zionist information on social media,
Tekin told Kuwait Times: “The best way to face
their misleading information is by not interacting
with their published content, even if they disagree.

We have to cut off communications. Every person
should try all ways to share the occupation’s crimes
through social media platforms to emphasize that
this entity is a criminal one and not a peacemaker,
as they promote it.”

According to Kuwaiti law, the Zionist entity is a
hostile country and it’s illegal to make agreements
or deals with related institutes or citizens or work
for their benefit. At the beginning of the event,
Kuwaiti children performed a touching scene
about the assassination of Abu Akleh, and they
were feted.

Association of Youth for Jerusalem
holds seminar in support of Palestine

Speakers call Abu Akleh’s killing ‘premeditated murder’ and ‘terror act’

KUWAIT: (From left) Norah Al-Otaibi, Ahmad Al-Khanna, Mohammad Al-Awadhi, Hamza Tekin, and Ahmad Al-
Kendari attend the seminar. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Young Kuwaiti kids hold portraits of fallen Palestinian
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh.

Commerce Ministry:
Frozen chicken prices
fixed in subsidies’ centers
By Yousuf Mohammad

KUWAIT: While several importers and producers of
food indicated that they may raise prices of their
products, a source at the Commerce and Industry
Ministry said there is no intention to raise prices of
subsidized commodities that are dispensed with
ration cards issued for citizens and some expatriates.

The source told Kuwait Times that steps by com-
panies to raise prices are expected, especially after
the war in Ukraine and the shortages of food stuff
and the rise in shipping costs, in addition to the
international rise of oil prices which negatively
affects fuel prices used to run factories.

The source said that those benefitting from sub-
sidized stuff will get all products available at the

subsidies’ centers of Cooperative Societies without
any rise in prices, adding that the commerce min-
istry is committed to supply basic goods of rice,
sugar, lentils, oil, chicken and baby formula. He said
subsidies include other stuff such as dates, corn
flakes, cream cheese, fish and shrimps that are being
sold for lesser price than the market through dis-
counts from the supplier.

Regarding the shortage of chicken at the subsi-
dies’ centers, and rumors about signing a contract
with Egypt to import frozen chicken from there, he
said frozen chicken is available in all supermarkets
and co-ops in addition to commerce ministry subsi-
dies centers and denied the import from Egypt
because health authorities are banning the import of
some food stuff from Egypt.

Prices of subsidized goods vary between KD 5-7
for a carton of chicken while it is sold in supermar-
kets for KD 8. Baby formula is sold for 900 fils per
can while it’s sold for KD 2 outside. Oil is sold for
KD 1.100, and rice is sold for KD 6 per 50 kilos and
for KD 15 unsubsidized.

Kuwait to host
anti-terrorism
int’l meeting
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for
International Cooperation and Development Hamad
Al-Mashaan said on Sunday that Kuwait was
preparing to host an international meeting on May
24 to fight terrorism. In a statement to the press,
Mashaan said that this came as part of Kuwait’s

efforts in fighting terrorism, which was embodied in
the participation of Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh
Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah in the ministerial meet-
ing of the global coalition to defeat the so-called
Islamic State (IS), which was held in Marrakech,
Morocco on May 11. He added that Kuwait has par-
ticipated in several meetings internationally or
locally to fight off (IS). In that context, he affirmed
the necessity of discussing new ways to rehabilitate
fighters in combat areas after fair trials to blend
them in society. He also stressed on the importance
of finding solutions for the upcoming phase by
cooperating, brainstorming and exchanging infor-
mation between member countries.  —KUNA

Kuwait marine force conducts 
live-ammunition exercise Tue, Wed

KUWAIT: The marine force will carry out Tuesday
and Wednesday a live-ammunition exercise from
7:00 am until 7:00 pm, the Kuwaiti army announced

on Sunday. The army advised citizens and residents
to steer clear of the specified area of exercise, east
of Kuwaiti shores.  —KUNA


