
KYIV, Ukraine: Russian forces pursued their bom-
bardment of frontline Ukrainian cities Sunday, seek-
ing to gain military momentum as Kyiv’s diplomatic
counter-offensive targeted the world’s business and
political elite gathering in Davos. Shelling and missile
strikes hit Kharkiv in the north, and Mykolaiv and
Zaporizhzhia in the south, while eight civilians were
killed on the eastern front in the Donbas, Ukrainian
officials said.

Three months after launching their invasion,
Moscow’s forces are focused on securing and
expanding their gains in the Donbas region and on
Ukraine’s southern coast. Kyiv, meanwhile, is rallying
international support and receiving Western
weapons supplies, even if EU powers are struggling
to agree on expanding sanctions to Russia’s huge
energy exports.

Poland’s President Andrzej Duda was to address
the Ukrainian parliament and meet President
Volodymyr Zelensky later Sunday, a day ahead of the
Ukrainian leader’s Davos videoconference. “He will in
particular pay homage to those who, in defending
Ukraine, are fighting to defend Europe,” Duda’s
adviser Jakub Kumoch told the news agency PAP.

The World Economic Forum brings together the
world’s business and political elite in the Swiss
mountain resort of Davos, and this year’s gathering
will put Ukraine’s crisis at centre stage.

Davos snubs Moscow 
Zelensky is due to hold a videoconference with

delegates Monday evening to mark the opening of
Ukraine House Davos, a forum for Kyiv and its inter-
national backers. In March, Davos organisers cut ties
with Russian firms and officials, and announced that
anyone under international sanctions would not be
welcome at the event.

Western nations have rallied behind Ukraine’s
defence of its territories, led by the United States-
which just approved a $40-billion war chest for
Kyiv-and neighbours like Poland. But some European
countries that are dependent on Russian oil supplies,
such as Hungary, are resisting calls for an embargo
on crude-and major EU economic powers like
Germany remain huge gas importers.

The European Union is also reticent on Kyiv’s
ambitions to join the bloc. France’s President

Emmanuel Macron has suggested creating a
“European political community” as a kind of
antechamber to full membership. Zelensky dismissed
this idea. “We don’t need such compromises,” he said
Saturday during a joint news conference with visiting
Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa.

“Because, believe me, it will not be compromise
with Ukraine in Europe, it will be another compro-
mise between Europe and Russia.” France’s Europe
Minister insisted Sunday that “Ukraine is Europe”,
without addressing a potential EU bid, adding that
the immediate goal is “to avoid any Russian victory”.

But, while rejecting any concessions to Russia-
and fighting to regain territory lost since Moscow

began its offensive in late February-Kyiv knows that
talks will come. “There are things that can only be
reached at the negotiating table,” Zelensky told
Ukrainians Saturday.

The war, he said, “will be bloody, there will be
fighting, but it will only definitively end through
diplomacy”. After just over 12 weeks of fierce fight-
ing, Ukrainian forces have halted Russian attempts to
seize Kyiv and the northern city of Kharkiv, but they
are under intense pressure in the eastern Donbas
region.Moscow’s army has flattened and seized the
Black Sea port of Mariupol and subjected Ukrainian
troops and towns in the east to relentless ground and
artillery attacks. “There is no work, no food, no
water,” said Angela Kopytsa, a 52-year-old with
bleached hair, breaking into tears as she spoke to
AFP reporters on a Russian-organised tour of
Mariupol.

Incessant fighting 
Kopytsa said both her home and life had been

destroyed during the fighting in the port and that
“children at maternity wards were dying of hunger”.
The once-bustling Azov Sea port city has lived with-
out electricity since early March and has now been
reduced to a wasteland, the carcasses of charred
buildings stand amid the lush greenery of tree-lined
streets and parks.

The incessant fighting of the previous weeks has
died down, and the Russian army and its separatist
allies now patrol the streets. Elena Ilyina, who used to
teach at a university in Mariupol, sobbed as she told
AFP about her life, saying her apartment has been
destroyed and she now lives with her daughter. “I
have nothing left,” the 55-year-old said. “I’d like to
live in my apartment, in peace, go to work and talk to
my children.” —  AFP
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Shelling and missile strikes hit Kharkiv in the north
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KHARKIV, Ukraine: People carry their belongings as they walk past a damaged building in Kharkiv on May 21, 2022, amid Russian invasion of Ukraine. — AFP

Biden in Japan with 
no response on 
outreach to N Korea
TOKYO: President Joe Biden arrived Sunday in
Japan for the second leg of an Asia trip underlining
US commitment to the region but overshadowed by
concern that North Korea will test a nuclear
weapon after ignoring Washington’s attempt at
outreach. Biden, making his first trip to Asia as
president, flew from South Korea into Yokota Air
Base outside Tokyo, where he will meet with
Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and emperor
on Monday, as well as unveiling a US-led multilat-
eral trade initiative.

On Tuesday, he reinforces the theme of American
leadership in the Asia-Pacific by joining the leaders
of Australia, India and Japan for a summit of the
Quad group. The trip, which comes as rival China is
experiencing significant economic disruption due to
COVID outbreaks, has been touted by Washington
as a display of US determination to maintain its
commercial and military edge across the region.

But hanging over every step of Biden’s tour is
fear that unpredictable North Korea will test a
nuclear-capable missile or a bomb. Speculation
that this might even happen while Biden was just
across the border in Seoul did not materialise.
However, US National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan told reporters that the threat remains.

Echoing Biden’s earlier statement that the United
States is “prepared for anything North Korea does”,
Sullivan said the dictatorship has a choice. “If North
Korea acts, we’ll be prepared to respond. If North

Korea doesn’t act, North Korea has the opportunity,
as we’ve said repeatedly, to come to the table.”

Pyongyang has so far declined to answer US
appeals for dialogue, officials say, even ignoring
offers of help to combat a sudden mass outbreak of
COVID-19, according to Biden. And while in Seoul,
Biden confirmed he was prepared to meet with Kim
Jong Un if the leader-for-life is “sincere”, but
Sullivan said that remains far off. “We’re not even
at step one yet,” he said. Symbolising the apparent
one-way conversation, Biden said the only message
he has right now for Kim would consist of a single
word: “Hello. Period,” he said. 

Biden spent two days with South Korea’s new
President Yoon Suk-yeol, with beefing up the mili-
tary defence against North Korea high on the
agenda. They issued a statement on Saturday say-
ing that “considering the evolving threat” from
Pyongyang, they were looking at expanding the
“scope and scale” of joint US-South Korean mili-
tary exercises.

Joint exercises had been scaled back due to
COVID and for Biden and Yoon’s predecessors,
Donald Trump and Moon Jae-in, to embark on a
round of high-profile but ultimately unsuccessful
diplomacy with North Korea.  —  AFP

PYEONGTAEK, REPUBLIC OF KOREA: US President Joe Biden (C) poses for a photo as he departs for Japan from Osan Air
Base in Pyeongtaek on May 22, 2022. — AFP

Albanese vows to 
repair Australia’s 
image overseas
SYDNEY: Incoming prime minister Anthony
Albanese vowed to end Australia’s reputation as
a climate laggard and reset relations with the
rest of the world Sunday, as he raced to form a
government in time for a key Tokyo summit.
Fresh from an electoral victory that ended a
decade of conservative rule, Albanese signalled
an era of fairer, greener and less pugilistic poli-
tics for Australia.

“I want to change the country,” the 59-year-
old centre-left leader said. “I want to change the
way that politics operates in this country.” It is
still unclear whether Albanese’s Labor Party will
win enough parliamentary seats to form an out-
right majority, or whether he will have to turn to
independents or smaller parties for support.

But “Albo” and key ministers are expected to
be sworn in on Monday to be able to attend a
summit with Japanese, Indian and US leaders-
the so-called Quad. Albanese said the summit
was “an absolute priority” for Australia and an
opportunity “to send a message to the world”.

He said partners overseas can expect whole-
sale changes “particularly with regard to climate
change and our engagement with the world on
those issues”. In recent years, images of smoul-
dering eucalypt forests, smog-enveloped cities
and blanched-out coral reefs have made
Australia a poster child for climate-fuelled
destruction. Under conservative leadership, the
country-already one of the world’s largest gas
and coal exporters-has also become synony-
mous with playing the spoiler at international
climate talks. Albanese has vowed to adopt
more ambitious emissions reduction targets and
make the sun-kissed continent-nation a renew-
able energy superpower.

After the summit and bilateral meetings with
Quad leaders on Tuesday, Albanese said he
would return to Australia on Wednesday.
“Then we’ll get down to business,” he said. US
President Joe Biden called Albanese to con-
gratulate him. “President Biden expressed
deep appreciation for... (Albanese’s) early
commitment to the alliance, reflected in his
decision to travel almost immediately to Tokyo
to attend the Quad Summit,” the White House
said in a statement. —AFP

SYDNEY: Leader of the Australian Labor Party
Anthony Albanese (C) meets with Labor candidate
for Reid, Sally Sitou (R) and supporters after win-
ning the general election at Marrickville Library
and Pavilion in Sydney on May 22, 2022. —AFP


