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JADAA CAMP, Iraq: Awatef Massud is longing to 
reunite with her Iraqi family after years spent in 
Syria, but first she must do time in a vetting camp to 
ensure she has no links to jihadists. The 35-year-old 
mother of five fled to neighbouring Syria in 2014 to 
escape violence at home after the Islamic State 
group swept across swathes of Syria and Iraq. 

For four months now, since her return to Iraq, she 
has been living in the Jadaa camp, a compound near 
the northern city of Mosul presented by the authori-
ties as a “rehabilitation” centre for those coming 
back from Syria. All the returnees were transferred 
from Al-Hol camp in northeastern Syria, which hous-
es displaced families but also relatives of IS jihadists, 
including foreign nationals. Massud is adamant that 
her husband was killed by IS. But she admits that her 
in-laws “were once part of the (jihadist) group”. “We 
left (Iraq) because of the terrorism. They (IS) made 
us leave our houses, they forced those who 
refused to join them to leave,” she said. 

Massud spent three years in Al-Hol with her five 
children. Two of them are now with her in Jadaa, 
where they attend a public school, while the other 
three stayed behind with her in-laws at Al-Hol. “I 
am waiting for their return so that I can reunite with 
my family” in the western Anbar region, she said. 
More than 450 families live in Jadaa, a sprawling 
camp lined with blue tarp tents, where visitors must 
present an official permit to security guards before 
they are allowed in. The camp is located south of 
Mosul, once an IS bastion before the group was 
defeated in 2017. 

‘Shame’  
Some of the women questioned by AFP acknowl-

edged links to IS, through their husbands or a rela-
tive, but others denied having had anything to do 
with the jihadist group. As they await processing, 
the families try to keep a semblance of a normal life 
with the help of activities sponsored by UN agen-
cies and NGOs. 

Some women learn to sew while teenage girls 
attend classes about puberty. Younger boys and 

girls mingle in a small playground. Camp adminis-
trator Khaled Abdel Karim told AFP that only “a 
very limited” number of families at Jadaa had been 
influenced by IS ideology. 

“This camp was not set up to detain or isolate the 
families, it is a transit stop,” said Abdel Karim. 
Experts, he said, help families overcome the “shame 
linked to IS”, while others assist them with preparing 
the documents they need to get through the vetting 

process and resume life outside the compound. 
“Through our daily contacts, we see that our 

activities are not being rejected,” the official told 
AFP. “When it comes to the mixing between men 
and women, or the type of clothes they wear, there is 
nothing to signal extremist thinking,” he added. 

Until they are allowed to go back home, Jadaa 
residents receive family visits four times a month. 
But before they can return to their hometowns, tribal 
elders must hold council and give their approval. 

“Families with perceived affiliation to (IS)... often 
find their return blocked by security actors, experi-
ence community rejection and stigmatisation, and 
are at high risk of revenge attacks and violence,” a 
World Bank report released in January said. “At the 
same time, it is common for people living in the area 
of return to fear that the return of families they 
believe supported or continue to support (IS)... will 
destabilise their communities and create new risks 
for security and social relations,” it added. — AFP 

For Iraqis back from Syria, life  
on hold in ‘rehabilitation’ camp 

‘This camp was not set up to detain or isolate the families, it is a transit stop’ 

AL-JADAA, Iraq: A woman walks near her tent at the Jadaa rehabilitation camp for the displaced near the northern Iraqi 
city of Mosul. About 30,000 Iraqis, including 20,000 children, are still in northeastern Syria, in camps where refugees and 
displaced live alongside families connected to the Islamic State (IS) group.—AFP 

Iraq trial of Briton,  
German for antiquity  
theft adjourned 

 
BAGHDAD, Iraq: An Iraqi court on Sunday 
adjourned for two weeks the trial of a Briton and a 
German man accused of trying to smuggle antiqui-
ties after a defence lawyer called for more investi-
gations. James Fitton, 66, a retired British geologist, 
and Volker Waldmann, 60, a Berlin psychologist, 
have been in custody since they were arrested on 
March 20 at Baghdad airport as they wound up 
their holiday. 

According to statements from customs officers 
and witnesses, Fitton’s baggage contained 10 stone 
fragments, pieces of pottery or ceramics. Waldmann 
allegedly had two pieces, but denied they were his. 
The two men did not know each other before they 
travelled to Iraq on an organised tour, and both say 
they had no intention of breaking the law. 

The trial was adjourned until June 6 to allow time 
for further investigations, at the request of 
Waldmann’s defence lawyer, Furat Kuba. During ini-
tial investigations, “certain important aspects were 
not examined”, Kuba said, citing the report of an 
expert committee that said the fragments found 
with the men were antiquities. 

“We don’t have any more details: what site do 
these pieces come from? What era, what civilisation 
do they date back to?” Kuba asked, adding there 
were also outstanding questions relating to the site 
where the fragments were collected. 

“Is it fenced and protected?” Kuba asked. “Are 
there signs indicating that these are ancient pieces 
that it is forbidden to collect?” Kuba said he wanted 
the tour guide or an Iraqi official who had been 

present at the site to give evidence in court as to 
whether the tourists had received instructions pro-
hibiting them from picking up fragments. 

Their trial comes with the war-ravaged country, 
whose tourism infrastructure is almost non-existent, 
timidly opening to visitors. Iraq has also been trying 
to recover antiquities that were looted over a period 
of decades from the country whose civilisation 
dates back thousands of years. 

The judge told the accused they were charged 
under a 2002 law which provides for sentences up 
to the death penalty for those guilty of “intentional-
ly taking or trying to take out of Iraq an antiquity”. 

Fitton, at the start of the trial, when asked why he 
tried to take the artefacts out of Iraq, cited his 
“hobby”, saying he was interested in “geology and 
ancient history and archeology,” and was not aware 
that taking the fragments was illegal. Waldmann has 
denied the pieces allegedly found in his luggage 
were his, but they belonged to Fitton. —AFP

BAGHDAD, Iraq: James Fitton, 66, a retired British geol-
ogist (L) and Volker Waldmann, 60, a Berlin psycholo-
gist, are dressed in the yellow uniform of detainees as 
they arrive at a courthouse in the Iraqi capital Baghdad 
on May 22, 2022. —AFP

Court ruling leaves  
migrants in limbo at  
Mexican-US border 

 
REYNOSA, Mexico: Asylum seekers in the dusty, 
violence-plagued Mexican border city of Reynosa 
were back to playing an uncertain waiting game 
Saturday, their dreams of entering the United States 
frustrated anew by a health rule imposed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“They say they’re going to open the border 
today. Do you think that’s true?” asked Michelle, a 
26-year-old Haitian who had come to the pedestri-
an bridge crossing the Rio Grande hoping for good 
news. She was left disappointed, however. 

A federal judge ruled Friday that the rule known 
as Title 42 — meant to stem the spread of COVID, 
it can effectively prevent anyone without a visa 
from entering the United States, even to claim asy-
lum — must remain in effect. 

Using social media, migrants in Reynosa have 
followed the legal showdown between the White 
House, which wants to lift the rule, and Republican 
governors of more than 20 states, who argue that 
relaxing it would spur a huge and inadequately con-
trolled influx of migrants. 

On Friday, Judge Robert Summerhays issued an 
injunction siding with those Republican-led states 
in support of the rule, first imposed under President 
Donald Trump. “The Plaintiff States contend that the 
Termination Order will result in a surge of border 
crossings, and that this surge will result in an 
increase in illegal immigrants residing in the states,” 
the ruling said. 

“The court finds that the plaintiff states have satis-
fied each of the requirements for a preliminary injunc-

tion.” The White House said it would abide by the rul-
ing, but that the Department of Justice would appeal. 
“The authority to set public health policy nationally 
should rest with the Centers for Disease Control, not 
with a single district court,” a statement said. 

Reynosa, across the border from the Texan city 
of McAllen, lies in one of Mexico’s most violent 
regions and has been shaken by turf wars between 
rival drug cartels in recent years. Last year the 
medical aid group Doctors Without Borders (MSF) 
warned that migrants deported to Reynosa under 
Title 42 were at risk of kidnapping and violence. 

Those stranded in the Mexican city face a host of 
additional concerns, including housing, healthcare, 
food and their children’s well-being. 

Lifting Title 42 would have a sting in the tail. 
Migrants deported to Mexico under its terms can 
now try to enter the United States as many times as 
they want. But if deported to their home country, 
they would face another long and potentially dan-
gerous journey back to the border. — AFP 

REYNOSA, Mexico: Haitian migrants remain outside a 
shelter in Reynosa, Tamaulipas state, Mexico, in the 
border with McAllen, Texas state, US, on May 19, 
2022. — AFP
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“Today, they have imposed a mask on us, but we 

will continue our struggle using our voice,” Sonia 
Niazi, a presenter for TOLOnews, told AFP after 
presenting a bulletin. “I will never ever cry because 
of this order, but I will be the voice for other Afghan 
girls.” The diktat was an attempt to push women 
journalists to quit their jobs, Niazi said. “It is like 
stripping off your identity,” she added. “Despite this 
we want to raise our voice... We will come to work 
until the Islamic Emirate removes us from public 
space or forces us to sit at home.” 

Lima Spesaly, a presenter with news network 
1TV, said it was difficult working under the Taleban 
government but she was ready for a fight. “We will 
continue our struggle until our last breath,” Spesaly 
told AFP, minutes before going on air. TOLOnews 

director Khpolwak Sapai said the channel had been 
compelled to make its women presenters follow the 
order. “I was called on the telephone yesterday and 
was told in strict words to do it. So, it is not by 
choice but by force,” Sapai said. 

Women presenters were previously only 
required to wear a headscarf. Male journalists and 
employees at TOLOnews on Sunday wore face 
masks at the channel’s offices in Kabul in solidarity 
with the women presenters. Other female employ-
ees continued to work with their faces visible. 
Later in the evening, male presenters on both 
TOLOnews and 1TV went on air wearing black 
masks as a protest to the Taliban’s order against 
women presenters. 

Ministry spokesman Mohammad Akif Sadeq 
Mohajir said authorities appreciated that broad-
casters had observed the dress code. “We are hap-
py with the media channels that they implemented 
this responsibility in a good manner,” he told AFP. 
Mohajir said authorities were not against women 
presenters. “We have no intention of removing them 
from the public scene or sidelining them, or strip-
ping them of their right to work,” he said. — AFP 

Afghan women 
presenters cover...
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visa procedures for business trips. “But now 

because of the situation in Lebanon - and because we 
can afford it - we finally did it,” he said, asking for his 
full name to be withheld for privacy reasons. 

A Saint Kitts passport ranks 25th in the world while 
Lebanon languishes at 103rd on the Henley passport 
index for freedom of travel. With a population of under 
55,000, it started selling citizenships a year after gain-
ing independence in 1983. Citizenship by investment 
schemes have become a booming business internation-
ally, attracting the well-to-do from volatile countries 
like Iraq, Yemen and Syria. 

Some EU member states, including Bulgaria, Cyprus 

and Malta, have also operated “golden passport” 
schemes, but they have run into opposition from the 
European Commission over the back door they offer to 
EU citizenship. Wealthy Lebanese, mostly living in Gulf 
or African nations, are now among those hunting for 
passports that offer easier travel and a safety net from 
the economic crisis at home. 

Commonwealth Caribbean nations are particularly 
attractive because of their long-standing schemes 
offering citizenship within months in exchange for a 
lump sum. Applicants are not even required to visit. 
When Jad first went to Paris as a Kittitian, officers at 
passport control told him: “You come from a nice coun-
try.” “But actually I have never been there,” he said. 

Jad’s Lebanese friends in the Gulf were also shop-
ping for “island passports” or investing in real estate in 
Greece and Portugal to obtain residency as part of so-
called “golden visa” schemes, he said. “This is not just a 
trend. It’s a solution.” Lebanese expatriates in Gulf 
Arab states have long borne the brunt of political bick-
ering and rifts between their capitals. — AFP 

Crisis forces rich 
Lebanese to buy...
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towards the sea. All of them were tagged, but 

one of them also had a phone-sized tracking bea-
con glued to its hard shell, which will track its 
progress as it moves across the sea. 

“This beacon, given to us by the University of 
Primorska in Slovenia, will allow us to follow this 
turtle in its movements,” said Imed Jribi, a science 
professor from the University of Sfax and a coor-
dinator of  the Life Med Turt le project . 
“Identifying wintering, grazing and migration 
routes plays an important role in protecting this 
endangered species,” Jribi said. As well as log-
gerhead turtles, two other turtle species are 

found in the Mediterranean, the green and 
leatherback turtle. — AFP 

Turtles freed in 
Tunisia with...

DOHA: Controlling hundreds of thousands of foot-
ball fans in Qatar’s capital will be the biggest secu-
rity challenge of World Cup 2022, FIFA told police 
chiefs from competing nations on Sunday. Unlike 
previous World Cups, where only two teams and 
their supporters would generally converge on one 
city at any given time, all the games will take place 
in and around Doha. 

The most geographically compact World Cup 
therefore represents the tournament’s biggest 
“challenge”, FIFA security director Helmut Spahn 
told a security conference for the tournament in 
Doha. Qatar has predicted that 1.4 million people 
will visit during the 28 day tournament, that starts 
November 21, with “approximately 350,000” 

attendees in Doha “at the same time”, Spahn not-
ed, speaking on the sidelines of the conference. 
“You have to manage that,” he said. “But we can 
create history and I am pretty sure that we will 
manage it.” 

Major General Abdulaziz Al-Ansari, head of 
Qatar’s World Cup security operation, also 
acknowledged that the numbers were the main 
concern. “But we are very much confident that 
we have reviewed this over and over again,” 
Ansari said. “Of course there are going to be 
challenges, but the challenge is going to be part 
of the enjoyment.” The Gulf state’s police are 
preparing an intricate system of road closures 
and extra public transport to move rival groups 
of football fans around. 

The gas-rich nation has spent billions of dollars 
on seven new stadiums and refurbishing an eighth 
for the World Cup. The longest distance between 
any of the two stadiums is about 70 km. Ansari said 
police delegations from competing nations would 
inspect the World Cup stadiums and review trans-
port in Doha over the next two days. — AFP 

World Cup police 
brace for huge 
crowds in Doha

SFAX: A scientist installs an electronic tag on the shell 
of a sea turtle before releasing it into the sea on May 
21, 2022. — AFP 


