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Heat battle past Celtics to 
take series crucial 2-1 lead

Adebayo delivers a 31-point masterpiece
BOSTON: Bam Adebayo delivered a 31-point mas-
terpiece as the Miami Heat dug deep to defeat the
Boston Celtics 109-103 on the road and take a cru-
cial 2-1 lead in their Eastern Conference finals series
on Saturday. After an injury forced Miami talisman
Jimmy Butler out of the game at half-time, Adebayo
stepped up with a superb all-round display to hold
off a ferocious Boston fightback at the Celtics’ TD
Garden. Adebayo, who had averaged just eight
points a game in the first two fixtures of the best-of-
seven series, finished with 10 rebounds, six assists
and four steals in addition to his 31-point haul.

That helped Miami close out a thrilling battle
which had seen the Celtics claw their way back from
a whopping 26-point first-half deficit to get within
one point with just under three minutes remaining.
“Those last couple of games, my team depended on
me and I didn’t show up,” Adebayo said afterwards.
“I took it upon myself to lock in and get the win.”
Miami coach Erik Spoelstra praised Adebayo’s
readiness to fill the void created by Butler’s second-
half absence.

“He did his version of what Jimmy does in doing
what is needed in the game,” Spoelstra said of
Adebayo. “He was assertive in key moments. And it
wasn’t just the scoring-he did so many things in
terms of getting us organized, facilitating, defending
against a team that presents a lot of challenges. He’s a
winning player. “He really is the heart and soul of our
group... When Jimmy was out in the second half, he
stabilized us because it got a bit gnarly out there.”

Costly turnovers 
Boston, who had routed the Heat to level the

series in Miami on Thursday, were left counting the
cost of 23 turnovers that led to 33 opposition points.
“We didn’t match them from the start,” Celtics
coach Ime Udoka said. “It looked like we were kind
of wilting to the pressure, and complaining to the
refs. “It took us out of the game from the start.
Disappointing to come out that flat in a conference
final game. When you turn the ball over 23 times
and gift them 33 points, you dig yourself a hole.” 

Boston’s Jaylen Brown produced a magnificent
scoring performance with 40 points, but Miami’s P.J.
Tucker successfully bottled up Celtics star Jayson
Tatum to deprive the home team of a crucial offen-
sive weapon. Tatum finished with just 10 points from
3-of-14 shooting.

Although the game went down to the wire, it
looked early on as if the Celtics were headed for a
painful drubbing as the Heat roared into a 46-20
lead early in the second quarter. But with the
prospect of a blowout looming, the Celtics rallied,
going on a 10-0 run to close the half which trimmed
the Miami lead to 15 points. The return of Kyle
Lowry at point guard also changed the offensive
balance for Miami, giving Boston another headache
in addition to the resurgent Adebayo.

Until the late second-quarter rally, Boston had
struggled to cope with the movement of Miami’s
offense, and also were left ruing 11 first-half
turnovers. A chaotic start to the second half saw
Miami confirm that Butler was ruled out of the
remainder of the game with right knee inflammation.
Soon afterwards Boston suffered what looked like a
cruel blow when Smart twisted his right ankle in a
collision with Lowry and hobbled to the locker room.

Incredibly, Smart returned to the fray to deafen-
ing roars and promptly drained a three-pointer to
get Boston back to within 10 points of Miami.
Boston kept chipping away at the lead and moved
within nine of Miami at one stage, but the Heat
weathered the storm and took a 15-point lead into

the fourth quarter. Again Boston edged back with
Brown’s three-pointer making it a one-point game.
But a huge Max Strus three-pointer and an
Adebayo bucket pulled Miami back clear as the
Heat hung on for the win. Game four of the series
takes place in Boston on Monday. — AFP

BOSTON: Bam Adebayo #13 of the Miami Heat dunks the ball against the Boston Celtics during Game 3 of the 2022 NBA
Playoffs Eastern Conference Finals on May 21, 2022. —AFP

Al-Tomooh Sports
Club organizes
health forum 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Al-Tomooh Sports Club organized a
health awareness forum for members of the special
Olympics and their parents under the theme “if my
health interests you.” Several renowned medical
personnel and top dignitaries attended the forum.
Professor Khalid Al-Sabeeh, Dr Abdulwahab
Mohammad, Dr Mohammad Al-Saqqa, the National
Director of Special Olympics, Chairwoman of
Tomooh Club Rihab Buresli and board members
also attended the event.

Health related subjects were discussed. Official
spokeswoman of the international special Olympics
in MENA region Mariam Theyab gave a lecture that
was highly appreciated. Rihab Buresli lauded the

participation of the elite group of doctors and the
attendance of the special Olympics members and
their families. She said this health forum is part of
integrated programs being executed by the special
Olympics which includes sports, training, prepare
leaders, and health care.

The excellent results and the positive returns of
the programs for players and their families gave us
more confidence and motive to continue. Dr Khalid
Al-Sabeeh lauded the initiative of Tomooh Club to
extend links of cooperation and attracting medical
centers to provide health care for this dear group.

Mbappe in position 
of power at PSG after 
agreeing to new deal
PARIS: Kylian Mbappe’s decision to stay at Paris
Saint-Germain confirms the Qatar-backed club’s
position of power within European football but
also means the superstar striker is likely to wield
huge influence as they rebuild for another assault
on the Champions League. The 23-year-old had
for so long seemed certain to sign for Real
Madrid before being persuaded to commit to a
new three-year deal at PSG, the club he joined in
2017 from Monaco.

His new salary is set to be even more eye-water-
ing than before and accompanied by an astronomi-
cal signing-on fee: there were reports that Real’s
own offer included a signing-on fee of 150 million
euros ($154m). Yet PSG will also be determined to
do everything they can to provide Mbappe with a
team good enough to deliver finally the trophy he
wants the most, and that the Qataris have chased
without success since arriving in Paris in 2011.

This season’s defeat in the last 16 to Real Madrid
following a collapse in the second leg was just the
latest humiliation for PSG in the Champions
League, a series that most notably includes the 6-1
defeat to Barcelona in 2017. Five years ago they
reacted to that stinging loss by signing Neymar
from Barcelona as well as a teenage Mbappe. Now
they have exacted revenge on Madrid by denying
them Mbappe.

“I always said that Paris was my home. I hope I
can carry on doing what I love most-playing foot-
ball and winning trophies,” the player said after the
announcement of his new deal and before scoring a
hat-trick in PSG’s 5-0 win over Metz on Saturday
in their last game of the season. Hours after that
came the news that sporting director Leonardo-
heavily criticised by supporters-had been fired.
Reports in France on Sunday suggested PSG may
now look to replace Leonardo with Luis Campos,
the Portuguese recruitment guru who helped build
title-winning teams at Lille and Monaco and knows
Mbappe well.

Pochettino set to follow Leonardo 
Coach Mauricio Pochettino is also expected to

leave despite delivering the club’s French record-
equalling 10th league title. “I only found out a few
minutes before the official announcement,” admit-
ted the Argentine on Saturday when asked about
Mbappe’s new deal. Pochettino has struggled to
stamp his mark at PSG, although it is not clear who
they might look to as a successor-the possibility of
Zinedine Zidane appears unlikely. Then there is the
team itself. “It is a big step forward, but there is still
a lot of work to be done,” admitted captain

Marquinhos following Mbappe’s decision to sta.:
PSG’s recruitment of Lionel Messi has not

worked out as hoped, the former Barcelona man
managing just 11 goals in his first season in France.
Messi won his seventh Ballon d’Or last year but will
be 35 next month, while Neymar continues to
struggle with his form and fitness. Could PSG look
to offload both as they make Mbappe the undisput-
ed figurehead of their project? And if so who
would be willing and able to take Messi and
Neymar off their hands?

Too much influence? 
A sensible approach for PSG would surely be to

focus more of their efforts on bringing through the
best players emerging from the vast Paris region,
one of the most fertile breeding grounds for foot-
balling talent in the world. Too many academy
graduates have left PSG early in recent years. The
latest France squad features Mike Maignan, Adrien
Rabiot, Kingsley Coman, Moussa Diaby and
Christopher Nkunku, all former PSG players who
chose, or were encouraged, to depart.

Nkunku has just won the player of the year
award in the Bundesliga after scoring 35 goals for
RB Leipzig. But front and centre is Mbappe, the
World Cup winner from the northern Paris suburb
of Bondy who finished the season with 39 goals.
There is arguably no more thrilling sight in modern
football than Mbappe running at full speed at an
opposition defence. His pace is astonishing. He is a
voracious goal-scorer and the player expected to
dominate the sport for years to come.

And as Pochettino remarked: “Kylian really identi-
fies with this city.” The prospect of winning a first
Champions League with his hometown team will be
an enticing one for Mbappe, but giving one player
such power is a risk. “The danger is that PSG become
Mbappe FC,” said France 1998 World Cup winner
Bixente Lizarazu, speaking on television show
Telefoot. “They need to try not to have this rock-star
policy. They need to build a collective.” —AFP

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe

Golden boy Kohli
gets a shot at 
first IPL title
NEW DELHI: Faltering superstar Virat Kohli and
his IPL side Royal Challengers Bangalore have a
shot at winning their first title after a late blitz and a
bit of luck secured them a playoff spot. Bangalore,
led by Faf du Plessis after Kohli stepped down,
sneaked in as the fourth side to make the final four
after Delhi Capitals went down to wooden-spoon-
ers Mumbai Indians on Saturday.

With eight wins in 14 league matches, Bangalore
entered the play-offs for the third time in a row in
the Indian Premier League, and will play Lucknow
Super Giants in the eliminator on Wednesday. Kohli,
who bounced back from three golden ducks this
season with a match-winning 73 in his team’s last
league game, tweeted “Kolkata”-venue of the elimi-

nator-after Mumbai’s victory.
“It was unbelievable, the emotions in the chang-

ing room were unbelievable,” Kohli said after he and
the rest of the team watched the Mumbai-Delhi
game on TV.  “Thank you Mumbai, will remember
this for a long time,” he said. Du Plessis said, “The
last game we played we felt almost like we played
our best game of cricket of this campaign so far and
that’s how you want to enter those knockout stages.
“We needed someone to do us a favor in Mumbai
so we’re really thankful for that but obviously, now
the work starts again.”

It has been a topsy-turvy 15th edition of the
IPL, held in India for the first time in its entirety
since the pandemic but in just two cities-Mumbai
and Pune-and with limited spectators. Five-time
winners Mumbai-led by Kohli’s replacement as
India captain Rohit Sharma-had a shocker, ending
bottom of the table with 10 losses. Also keeping up
the rear were defending champions Chennai, led by
MS Dhoni, who finished ninth in a season of sur-
prises. Two new franchises-Gujarat and Lucknow-
finished first and third. — AFP


