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News in brief

Kuwait hosts int’l meeting 
on foreign terrorist fighters

Kuwait has made joint efforts to combat terrorism financing
By Faten Omar 

 
KUWAIT: The Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTF) 
Working Group held a meeting on Tuesday in 
Kuwait to discuss and share insights on FTFs and 
the legal and administrative challenges, with a focus 
on issues around their prosecution and accountabil-
ity. Hamad Al-Mashaan, Kuwaiti assistant foreign 
minister for international cooperation and develop-
ment, stressed the country’s support for internation-
al efforts in reaching peace and combating terrorist 
groups during the opening ceremony. 

The meeting is important to achieve peace in con-
flict areas by blocking all sources of terrorist threats, 
he said, adding that it aims to follow up on the joint 
and strategic efforts in confronting the damage result-
ing from FTFs, in addition to finding a clear mecha-
nism for their return and integration into society. 

Kuwait has made joint efforts with the international 
community in combating terrorism financing, in com-
pliance with its effective role against the extremist 
Islamic State (IS) group, Mashaan noted, along with 
its pioneering role in facilitating the transfer of 186 
members of fighters’ families in conflict areas and 
ensuring their access to their countries. The one-day 
meeting will also discuss all main challenges for the  
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KUWAIT: Delegations attend a meeting of the Foreign Terrorist Fighters Working Group, which is part of the 
Global Coalition against Daesh, on May 24, 2022. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Turkish FM visits West Bank 
 
RAMALLAH: Turkey’s top diplomat announced 
Tuesday a raft of new agreements to bolster the 
struggling Palestinian economy, during the first 
high-level Turkish visit to the Zionist-occupied 
West Bank in 15 years. During Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu’s trip to Ramallah, Turkey 
signed nine new pacts with the embattled 
Palestinian Authority, ranging from agriculture 
to education and trade. — AFP 

Two killed in Abu Dhabi blast 
 
ABU DHABI: Two people were killed and 120 
injured in a gas cylinder explosion in a restau-
rant in Abu Dhabi, police said. Initial reports 
“showed that 64 people sustained minor injuries, 
56 others were moderately wounded, and two 
people died”, police tweeted. The blast on 
Monday set off a fire that damaged the facades 
of six buildings and a number of stores before 
being brought under control. — AFP

Malaysia curbs chicken exports 
 
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s move to cut 
exports of chickens to control soaring prices 
and combat domestic shortages ruffled feathers 
Tuesday, with neighboring Singapore warning 
of supply disruptions. Prime Minister Ismail 
Sabri Yaakob announced late Monday that the 
export of up to 3.6 million chickens a month 
would be halted from June 1 “until prices and 
supply stabilize”. — AFP

Two pilots killed in Iran jet crash 
 
TEHRAN: Two Iranian air force pilots were 
killed Tuesday when their F-7 training aircraft 
crashed in Isfahan province south of Tehran, the 
state broadcaster reported. “The aircraft’s two 
pilots were killed in the accident which took 
place this morning in Anarak district,” the 
broadcaster’s website said. The fighter jet was 
on a training mission when it crashed. —  AFP

TOKYO: (From left) Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, US President 
Joe Biden, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi wave to the media prior to the Quad meeting at Kishida’s 
office on May 24, 2022. — AFP  

BEIRUT: In this file photo taken on Oct 20, 2019, young Lebanese demonstrators wave 
national flags as they take part in a rally in the capital’s downtown district. — AFP 

TOKYO: Leaders of Japan, India, 
Australia and the United States 
warned Tuesday against attempts to 
“change the status quo by force” as 
concerns grow about whether China 
could invade self-ruled Taiwan. A joint 
statement by the so-called Quad bloc 
avoided any direct mention of China’s 
growing military power in the region, 
but left little doubt about where its 
concerns lie. 

The carefully worded document 

also made reference to the conflict in 
Ukraine, but without offering any joint 
position on the Russian invasion, 
which India has pointedly declined to 
condemn. The Quad’s other members 
have been less coy about their view 
that a strong response to Russia’s war 
is needed, one that would deter other 
countries, including China. 

“As Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is 
shaking the fundamental principles 
of the international order... (we) con-
firmed that unilateral attempts to 
change the status quo by force will 
never be tolerated anywhere, partic-
ularly in the Indo-Pacific region,” 
Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida said, using another term for 
the Asia-Pacific. 

Continued on Page 6 

Quad nations 
warn against 
‘change by force’

BEIJING: A leak of thousands of photos and official 
documents from China’s Xinjiang has shed new light 
on the violent methods used to enforce mass intern-

ment in the region, researchers said Tuesday. The 
files, obtained by academic Adrian Zenz, were pub-
lished as UN human rights chief Michelle Bachelet 
begins a long-awaited and controversial trip to 
Xinjiang.  

Activists say Chinese authorities have detained 
more than one million Uyghurs and other mostly 
Muslim minorities in a network of detention centers 
and prisons in the region, which Beijing has 
defended as training centers. But the trove of 
police photographs and internal documents - sent 

to Zenz by an anonymous source who hacked into 
official databases in Xinjiang - add to evidence that 
the mass internments were far from voluntary, with 
leaked documents showing top leaders in Beijing 
calling for a forceful crackdown. 

The files include a 2017 internal speech by Chen 
Quanguo, a former Communist Party secretary in 
Xinjiang, in which he allegedly orders guards to 
shoot to kill anyone who tries to escape, and calls 
for officials in the region to “exercise firm control 
over religious believers”. — AFP (See Page 5) 

Xinjiang leak sheds 
new light on China’s 
‘reeducation’ camps

BEIRUT: Lebanese law student 
Charbel Chaaya spent the election 
campaign distributing flyers in Beirut 
and trying to convince his parents to 
vote for independents to shake the 
grip of established parties. The 21-
year-old activist is one of many young 
voters who went against their parents’ 
political views, and helped propel at 
least 13 independents to parliament 
last week for the first time in decades. 

“My parents think I’m too idealis-
tic, that this country will never 
change,” he said, adding that his 
father voted for a traditional Christian 
party, the Lebanese Forces. “There is 
a generational gap,” Chaaya said. 
“Our generation knows that sectarian 
and traditional politics simply don’t 
work anymore.” Chaaya is part of a 
new generation seeking a progressive 
approach to politics, blaming estab-
lished parties dating from Lebanon’s 
1975-1990 civil war for an economic 
meltdown that has pushed thousands 
to flee the country. 

This has widened a generational 
gap between young people voting for 
change and an older generation often  
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Young voters 
shake grip of 
Lebanon parties

MoI bans unlicensed rally 
 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry on Tuesday 
rejected a request by opposition groups and 
activists to stage a rally outside the National 
Assembly on Wednesday to protest against the 
state of political paralysis in the country 
because a new Cabinet has not been formed and 
the Assembly has stopped holding sessions. The 
interior ministry said the groups cannot stage 
the rally without a license from the ministry and 
warned them against violating the law and the 
constitution. — B Izzak

UAE announces monkeypox case 
 
DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates became the 
first Gulf country to announce a case of monkey-
pox on Tuesday, insisting it was “fully prepared” 
to handle any outbreak. The appearance of the 
virus in a number of countries has caused alarm 
after the coronavirus pandemic. The case was 
found in a 29-year-old woman arriving from West 
Africa, who is receiving medical treatment, the 
Ministry of Health and Prevention said.  — AFP 


