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KUWAIT: Women’s participation in political life in
Kuwait in the last few years has been experiencing
a severe weakness at all levels, starting from their
poor participation in elections in the country, such
as those of the National Assembly, Municipal
Council or cooperative societies, to not holding any
political gatherings and seminars that discuss
women’s issues. 

This month for example, only one woman ran and
lost in the Municipal Council election, which is con-
sidered one of the most essential political platforms
for all sectors in the country, such as monitoring the
implementation of laws and regulations for general
health and education, and for the approval and
organizing of construction and urban projects. 

Declining political performance, frustration
among women and stereotyping are the reasons for
women’s absence from participating in political life
in Kuwait, according to former minister of social
affairs Ghadeer Aseeri. “Politicians who consider
themselves opponents of women’s rights are far
from knowing anything about the Kuwaiti constitu-
tion,” Aseeri told Kuwait Times.

She added that the education system in Kuwait,
directly or indirectly, calls to isolate women politi-
cally, referring to electoral lists and events at local
universities that are exclusively for men. “Fake
accounts on social media have succeeded to type-

cast in society’s mind a negative image about
women who participate in elections and wear spe-
cific types of clothes,” she said.

Meanwhile, “the parliament has neglected
women’s issues for a very long time, such as the
personal status law, divorce law, housing rights,” or
scrapping the law that requires women to obtain

approval from their male guardians to carry out
medical procedures, she added. As a result, Aseeri
said women are not participating in political life in
Kuwait, because of the “general feeling of frustra-
tion among them”.  

Quota law
Regarding solutions to empower women in polit-

ical life, Aseeri emphasized “passing a women’s
quota law is the only way to achieve our goal, and
we expect it to be approved soon”. “A quota is an
international system that was approved to give
members of a society equal rights. It’s a globally
successful system and used in more than 100 coun-
tries around the world,” she said.

On the other hand, Aseeri pointed out that the
absence of women from political life affects the lev-
el of education and increases violence against
women. Aseeri added the world notices women’s
absence in diplomatic representation or in leader-
ship positions at embassies, which shows inequality
in giving women their rights in Kuwait.

Women in Kuwait have been demanding in the
past years several basic rights, especially for
Kuwaiti women who have married men of a different

nationality, such as granting citizenship and perma-
nent residence for their children, housing rights for
divorced women, the right to obtain official docu-
ments and certificates for their children and scrap-
ping a law that approves marrying or divorcing a
woman without her knowledge.
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Kuwait calls for
greater role 
to boost 
competition
KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait’s
Competition Protection Agency (CPA)
welcomed the third Arab Competition
Forum as an important platform for pro-
motion of cooperation among the relevant
authorities in the Arab region. The Forum,
organized by the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWAS)
in Oman, is a step towards improvement of
economic growth and good governance,
Dr Rashid Al-Ajmi said in a speech to the
opening session of the event on Tuesday.
“Competition plays a great role in catalyz-
ing economic growth amid the current
challenging conditions and the negative

impacts of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic,” he pointed out.

Dr Ajmi stressed the need of regional
economic integration to realize the goals of
sustainable development, noting that the
State of Kuwait gives high priority to “the
national policy of protection.” “This policy is
a national development project which aims
to upgrade the rules and procedures related
to protection of competition, facilitate
orderly investment and prevent fraudulent
behavior,” he explained. On behalf of
Kuwait, Dr Ajmi expressed gratitude to
Oman and ESCWAS for holding the Forum
and providing an opportunity for competi-
tion project agencies in the region to
exchange expertise in this regard.

Dr Abdullah Al-Arisi, CEO of CPA, said
Kuwait believes in the need of realizing
regional economic integration and is keen
on collaboration in all areas, particularly
commerce, industry and investment.
“Kuwait’s national plan aims to create the
conditions conducive to free trade, sus-
tainable development and activated com-

petition which could lead to revived eco-
nomic activities,” he affirmed. Meanwhile,
Oman’s Minister of Commerce and
Industry Qais Al-Yousef said the two-day
event will build on the momentum of the
first and second forums. Competition
authorities, government officials, experts
and academics, both from within and
beyond the Arab region, are gathering to
discuss the future of competition policy,
he noted.

The Forum is being held in collabora-
tion with the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, the
Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development, the International Trade
Center, the League of Arab States and
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
of Oman. The Forum, guided by interna-
tional best practices, aims to collect con-
crete recommendations on future activi-
ties related to advancing and enforcing
competition policy and thereby inform
competition policymaking in the Arab
region. —KUNA

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s ministries of for-
eign and defense affairs renewed a
call upon citizens on Tuesday to
report any information regarding
remains of missing Kuwaitis or
Kuwaiti properties. The two min-
istries affirmed in a statement the
keenness of the Iraqi government
and people on cooperating in that
regard, as it goes in accordance with
Iraq’s international commitments.
The ministries also provided several
phone numbers, including of Kuwaiti
missions in the country, Iraqis, in and
out of the country, could call. The

numbers are as follows: Foreign
affairs ministry 009647901935623 -
009647901935622; Human rights
department within the Iraqi ministry
of defense 009647901945476; Red
Cross international committee in
Iraq 009647730157444 -
009647901930784 -
009647502120245. The file of the
missing Kuwaitis and the Kuwaiti
archive had been restricted to the
Iraqi human rights ministry before it
was shifted to the defense ministry.
Later on, the foreign affairs depart-
ment was added. —KUNA
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KU college hosts
seminar on Dr Suad
Al-Sabah’s poetry
KUWAIT: The French Language Department of
Kuwait University’s College of Arts held a seminar
about the poetry of Dr Suad Al-Sabah and its transla-
tion to the French language. The event was held in the
presence of Dr Suad Al-Sabah, under the patronage of
the Acting Dean of the College of Arts Dr Abdallah Al-
Hajiri, and head of the English Language and its
Cultures Department Dr Monsif Al-Khumairi. Dr Suad
Al-Sabah gave a speech during the seminar in which
she said, “I am pleased as this is my first visit to this
new and beautiful campus.” She added, “this university

is one of Sheikh Abdallah Mubarak Al-Sabah’s ideas.”
Meanwhile, Dr Hajiri welcomed the attendees of the
seminar, which came as part of the department’s cele-
bration of the Francophone Day. 

KUWAIT: Dr Suad Al-Sabah is honored during the event.

Kuwait empowers
youth, seeks their
development: Official
AMMAN: Director General of Kuwait’s Youth Public
Authority (YPA) Dr Mishaal Al-Rubaie said Tuesday
that Kuwait achieved tangible performance of empow-
ering and rehabilitating youth in the society in the
framework of specific programs in cooperation with
local sectors. This came on the sidelines of a high-level
UN regional meeting held in Jordan with the participa-
tion of officials from governments, private sectors, and
non-profit organizations.

In a statement to the press, Rubaie said that the
authority reviewed, during the meeting, Kuwait’s com-
mitments to empower young people in Government work
program and development plan. The State of Kuwait has
succeeded in identifying job opportunities in the labor
market and providing Kuwaiti youth with the necessary
skills and vocational training, he noted. The Authority
managed to provide more than 1,500 job opportunities
for young Kuwaitis in cooperation with the private sec-
tor in the fields of banking, sport training, engineering,
facilities management and others, Rubaie explained.

He stressed the importance of strengthening the
Arab-Arab partnerships with the international and
regional organizations, and the need for mass coopera-
tion and comprehension between all sectors to achieve
the goals of sustainable developments and comply with
developed countries. The meeting will adopt, in its con-
cluding session, the necessary recommendations and
submit them to the World Summit on Transitional
Education, launched by the UN Secretary-General and
will be held next September. The meeting was organized
by the International Labor Organization, the UN
Development Program, the UN Population Fund, and the
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). —KUNA

AMMAN: Director General of Kuwait’s Youth Public
Authority Dr Mishaal Al-Rubaie attends the event. —KUNA

AP president lauds
Kuwait’s role in
joint Arab action
CAIRO: President of the Arab Parliament Adel Al-
Asoumi said on Tuesday the State of Kuwait took part
in all regional events which helps activate joint Arab
action. He welcomed Kuwait’s participation in the Arab
economic forum, themed bilateral trade and private-
public role in economic integration. The forum, organ-
ized by the Arab Parliament in collaboration with Arab
Administrative Development Organization (ARADO)
and the Egyptian government, aims to coordinate
regional response to the global economic challenges,
Asoumi said in a press statement on the fringes of the
gathering. “Those challenges, coupled with accelerated
developments, made it inevitable for the Arab countries

to build an economic bloc strong enough to distance
us from global polarization and minimize the negative
external impacts,” he noted. “The Arab Parliament, as
representative of the Arab nation, is lobbying for cre-
ating such an effective regional bloc and addressing
the global problems, including food shortage and
COVID-19 pandemic, which is a noble mission,” he
went on. “The Russian-Ukrainian war, to add insult to
injury, complicated the efforts to address the impacts
of COVID-19,” he noted.

Kuwait’s National Assembly and Arab Parliament
member Khaled Al-Otaibi affirmed meanwhile the
importance of a flexible legislative environment to
achieve a better Arab economic integration. Otaibi
stated that the work of the Arab economic integration
forum was to enhance the economic integration
between Arab countries, adding that the forum is titled,
“Intra-trade and the Role of the Public and Private
Sectors in achieving this,” which is hosted by the Arab
Parliament and the Arab Administrative Development
Organization. —KUNA


