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New York City Council Member Julie Won poses for a photo after workers remove the final New
York City payphone near Seventh Avenue and 50th Street in Midtown Manhattan.

M
arking the end of an era, New
York City on Monday removed
the last of its storied payphone

booths, which have fallen victim to the
ubiquity of free Wi-fi and cell phones in
recent years. But Superman fans can
take comfort in the fact that Manhattan
will keep four of the defunct booths,
made famous as the impromptu chang-
ing rooms for journalist Clark Kent as
he transformed into the Man of Steel.

Over the decades, the phone booths
have featured widely in pop culture,
from comic books to Hollywood block-
busters and TV shows. That ended
Monday morning, when, in front of
assembled media, Manhattan borough
president-the equivalent of the mayor-
Mark Levine had the last booth housing
two Bell System payphones at the cor-
ner of 7th Avenue and 50th Street dis-
mantled and lifted on to a flatbed truck.

Levine said on Twitter he was “on
hand today to say ʻBye Byeʼ one last
time to the famed (infamous?) NYC
pay phone.” “I wonʼt miss all the dead
dial tones but gotta say I felt a twinge
of nostalgia seeing it go,” he added.
Fixed-line payphones began disap-
pearing from the streets of New York
in the early 2000s as cell phone use
spread,  and then vanished even
faster in the 2010s with the explosion

of smartphones.
The final blow came when, in 2015,

Manhattan went ahead with the instal-
lation of thousands of LinkNYC
hotspots offering WiFi and free local
calls. Those new kiosks are to be grad-
ually connected to the emerging 5G
network. “Truly the end of an era but
also, hopefully, the start of a new one
with more equity in technology access,”
said Levine, referring to neighborhoods

in northern Manhattan, such as
Harlem, that are less well covered by
telephone and internet networks.
According to local media, Manhattan
will keep four of the old-fashioned
phone booths on the Upper West Side,
on West End Avenue at 66th, 90th,
100th and 101st streets. — AFP 

People sit beneath the “Si-o-Se Pol” bridge. A boy jumps across one of the arches of the “Si-o-Se Pol” (33 arches)
bridge.

Workers remove the final New York City payphone near Seventh Avenue
and 50th Street in Midtown Manhattan, New York City. — AFP photos

Kate Moss
expected to 
testify at Depp
v Heard trial
T

he high-profile defamation case
between Johnny Depp and his ex-
wife Amber Heard is poised to get

another dash of celebrity-British model
Kate Moss is expected to testify. The 48-
year-old Moss, Deppʼs former girlfriend,
is scheduled to make an appearance by
video on Wednesday. Moss, who went
out with the “Pirates of the Caribbean”
star from 1994 to 1997, is being called
to the witness stand by Deppʼs legal
team, the New York Post and other US
media said.

The 36-year-old Heard, during her tes-
timony earlier this month, mentioned a
reported incident in which Depp was
alleged to have pushed Moss down a
flight of stairs. That reference provided an
opening to Deppʼs lawyers to call Moss as
a witness to address the allegation. Depp,
58, filed suit against Heard over an op-ed
she wrote for The Washington Post in
December 2018 in which she described
herself as a “public figure representing
domestic abuse.”

Heard, who had a starring role in
“Aquaman,” did not name Depp in the op-
ed, but he sued her for implying he was a
domestic abuser and is seeking $50 mil-
lion in damages. The Texas-born Heard
countersued, asking for $100 million and
claiming that she suffered “rampant physi-
cal violence and abuse” at his hands.
Depp, during his four days on the witness
stand, denied ever striking Heard or any
other woman and claimed that she was
the one who was frequently violent.

ʻNarcissistic traitsʼ 
On Monday, the seven-person jury

hearing the case listened to testimony

from two doctors called as witnesses by
Heardʼs team and from a Hollywood
industry expert. Richard Moore, an ortho-
pedic surgeon, said it was unlikely that a
finger injury sustained by Depp during a
fight with Heard occurred in the manner in
which Depp said it did.

Depp said the tip of the middle finger
on his right hand was severed when
Heard threw a vodka bottle at him while
the couple were in Australia, where he
was filming the fifth installment of the
“Pirates” franchise. Moore, who reviewed
the medical records, said the wound was
not consistent with that explanation.

David Spiegel, a psychiatrist, testified
that Depp had “narcissistic traits” and
behavior that indicated he had a sub-
stance use disorder. Spiegel engaged in a
testy exchange with one of Deppʼs
lawyers when pressed about the
American Psychiatric Associationʼs so-
called Goldwater Rule, which says it is
“unethical for a psychiatrist to offer a pro-
fessional opinion unless he or she has
conducted an examination.” Spiegel
acknowledged that he did not personally
examine Depp but said his opinions were
valid as an expert witness.

ʻCausing his own demiseʼ 
Also testifying on behalf of Heard was

entertainment expert Kathryn Arnold, who
said Deppʼs habitual “tardiness, drinking
and drug abuse” had hurt his career along
with pursuing this and other lawsuits.
“Heʼs causing his own demise,” Arnold
said. Arnold said that allegedly defamato-
ry statements made about Heard by
Deppʼs former lawyer, Adam Waldman,
had damaged her career. Heardʼs career
was “on the precipice of a meteoric rise”
following her starring turn in “Aquaman”
but it has been stymied by a “lot of nega-
tive publicity,” she said.

“Her world has been silenced in terms
of opportunities,” she added, estimating
that Heard has suffered between $45 and
$50 million in lost film and TV roles and
endorsements. Deppʼs lawyers put
experts on the stand earlier in the trial
who testified that the actor lost millions
because of the abuse accusations, includ-
ing a $22.5-million payday for a sixth
installment of “Pirates.”

Depp filed the defamation complaint in
the United States after losing a separate
libel case in London in November 2020
that he brought against The Sun for call-
ing him a “wife-beater.” Depp, a three-
time Oscar nominee, and Heard were
married in February 2015. Their divorce
was finalized two years later. Judge
Penney Azcarate has scheduled closing
arguments in the case for Friday, after
which it will go to the jury. — AFP 

T
he famed river bridges of the Iranian
city of Isfahan are a beloved tourist
draw-but much of the time their stone

arches span just sand and rocks, not water.
Drought and upstream water diversions
have seen the Zayandeh Rood, “fertile riv-
er” in Persian, run dry since 2000, with only
rare exceptions. Sitting on a quay with two
friends, 60-year-old Jalal Mirahmadi gazed
with melancholy at the riverbed, which
became the site of a farmersʼ protest late
last year.

“When I was a child, the water flowed
under the arches of the bridge and some-
times overflowed to spill into the surround-
ing streets,” he sighed. The river runs near-
ly 400 kilometers (250 miles) from the
Zagros Mountains in the west to Lake
Gavkhouni in the east, making it the
longest waterway in central Iran.

On its way through Isfahan, it meanders
under several beautifully crafted bridges
from the 17th century, the cityʼs golden age
when it was the Persian capital. “When the
water of Zayandeh Rood flows, the bridges
have a special appearance and beauty,”
said Ali Mohammad Fassihi of the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism. “These historic
bridges are meaningless without water.”

Heat and drought 
Largely arid Iran, like other nearby coun-

tries, has suffered chronic dry spells and
heat waves for years, which are expected
to worsen with climate change. Iran is
sometimes hit by summertime blackouts
when the blistering heat drives up air condi-

tioner use while low rainfall reduces the
water reservoirs of hydro-electric dams.

The reduced flow of the Zayandeh
Rood, however, is also man-made
because much of its water has been
diverted to supply neighboring Yazd
province. Last November, tens of thou-
sands of people, including farmers, gath-
ered in the dry riverbed to complain about
the drought and blame officials for divert-
ing water. Security forces fired tear gas
when the protest turned violent and said
they arrested 67 people. The municipality
later launched an awareness campaign on
the fate of the river, with several signs
erected in Isfahan, the countryʼs third-
largest city with two million people. Young
people in the city say they are used to only
seeing the riverʼs dry bed.

High school student Amir, 18, said he
rarely goes there because it “is no longer
pleasant without water”. “Most of my mem-
ories and those of my generation are asso-
ciated with the dryness of the river,” he
lamented.

Riverside selfies 
From time to time, authorities briefly

open the upstream damʼs floodgates to irri-
gate wheat fields east of Isfahan-to the
delight of thousands who quickly flock to
the river. This happened in mid-May when
locals and tourists rushed to the waterway
to capture the ephemeral views with their
eyes and with selfies. Under the shade of
trees on the banks, families drank tea and
smoked shisha. Some strolled and others

pedalled swan-shaped boats, which were
back in use after baking in the dust.

At the majestic Si-o-Se Pol Bridge, por-
trait painter Mohammad-Reza Abdollahi,
50, drew the yellow-brick bridge while
awaiting clients. “I hadnʼt been to Isfahan
for 10 years because there were few
tourists due to the drought in Zayandeh
Rood,” he said. He had only planned to
stay for a week or two, but said that when
the dams were opened, “I extended my
stay”. Mahnaz, a 27-year-old art student
holding her camera, said she was delighted
to capture the riverʼs beauty. “I didnʼt have
good photos of the bridgeʼs reflection in the
river because itʼs been dry since I learnt
photography,” he said.

ʻLike a motherʼ 
Mirahmadi, the 60-year-old man, looked

on at visitors to the river with mixed feel-
ings. “Do you see this crowd today?” he
said. “In a few days, when there is no more
water in the river, you will only see old men
like us. And we will come just to remem-
ber.” The floodgates had been closed again
and already the change was obvious: water
flowed only under two arches of the Khajou
Bridge, which is known for its decoration
and its steps descending into the current.
“Zayandeh Rood is the meeting place for all
the people of Isfahan,” said Borna
Moussavi, who campaigns for the preser-
vation of the river and the heritage of
Isfahan.—AFP

US actor Johnny Depp arrives into the court-
room after a lunch break at the Fairfax County
Circuit Courthouse in Fairfax, Virginia. — AFP 

Women pose for a “selfie” along the bank of the Zayandeh Rood (river) in Iran’s central city of Isfahan near the 295-metre-long “Si-o-Se Pol”
(33 arches) bridge, completed in 1596 during the reign of the Safavid Shah Abbas (background). — AFP photos


