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Jerry Huangʼs aquatic pets
rarely feel like two lost souls
swimming in a fishbowl

because they get to go for regular
strolls. In Taiwanʼs Taichung City,
Huang can be seen pushing his lat-
est invention: a goldfish bowl on
wheels. “In the past, people walked
their dogs and cats, now they take
their parrots for walks, also snakes,
lizards,” Huang, 31, told AFP. “Is
there a chance for underwater crea-
tures to explore the land above
water?” he asked himself.

Huang, an avid aerial drone pho-
tographer who makes a living mak-

ing content for his YouTube chan-
nel, soon came up with a solution.
After spending weeks in his work-
shop tinkering with the design, the
goldfish stroller actually came
together in just a few days, cobbled
together from spare parts he had
lying around.

The space-age-looking contrap-
tion (estimated cost $300-400) con-
sists of a large, water-filled acrylic
cylinder for the fish to reside in,
combined with a battery-powered
filtration and oxygen system
plonked on a specially built trolley. “I
have done a lot of research before I

started making this fish tank. Itʼs not
a spur of the moment thing. You
need to understand fish,” he said.

He decided goldfish, which are
hardy and not especially frightened of
humans, were the best test subjects.
Huang is fairly confident his goldfish
enjoy the adventures. “We all have
this urge to explore other, uninhabit-
able exotic worlds, thatʼs why we
send spaceships to the universe,” he
beamed. “If I were a goldfish, I would
definitely be super thrilled if someone
invented a thing for me to go explore
other worlds.”— AFP

Jerry Huang, maker and fish enthusiast, poses with his fish tank trolley for photographs at a
park in Taichung, central Taiwan. — AFP photos

A girl looks at a fish tank trolley at a park in Taichung,
central Taiwan.

Jerry Huang, maker and fish enthusiast, poses with his fish tank trolley for photographs at a
park.

‘Hulk’ star
Ruffalo joins 
call for global
wealth tax
US actor Mark Ruffalo on Tuesday

joined a call by over 150 wealthy
people for governments to tax

them more, as global elites and policy-
makers met at the World Economic
Forum in Swiss resort Davos. The face
of Hulk in a decade of Marvel movies
was one of dozens of new millionaires to
put their names to an open letter titled
“In Tax We Trust”, which was first deliv-
ered to attendees at a virtual WEF con-
ference in January.

“While the world has gone through an
immense amount of suffering in the last
two years, we have actually seen our
wealth rise during the pandemic-yet few
if any of us can honestly say that we pay
our fair share in taxes,” the letter read.
The Patriotic Millionaires group said it
had boosted the number of signatories
to over 150 by May, from 100 in January.

Its chairman Morris Pearl, a former
managing director at mammoth asset
manager BlackRock, vowed in a state-
ment to “continue to pressure global
leaders to heed our call: tax the rich
before itʼs too late”. But Organization for
Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) secretary-general
Mathias Cormann said that wealth taxes
could be less effective than other rev-
enue-raising options.

“They donʼt necessarily raise that
much revenue,” he told a panel discus-
sion at Davos. “In terms of the politics
of it, itʼs attractive, but in terms of the
substance of what it achieves itʼs not
that attractive.” Cormann did suggest
that “property taxes are probably the
most efficient, least distorting” form of
wealth tax.

“Thereʼs huge scope in wealth taxa-
tion... itʼs been tried and in some coun-
tries it works,” Oxfam executive director
Gabriela Bucher responded. “These
amounts that are being accumulated.
You could not spend them in several life-
times”. Cormann and the OECD are bet-
ting on a deal struck by over 130 coun-
tries last year to tax multinational com-
panies at a minimum of 15 percent to
boost revenue for hard-up governments.

Asked if Washington might walk back
its commitment should Republicans win
control of Congress at November mid-
term elections, Cormann said that “itʼs in
the rational self-interest of the United
States to be part of this deal”. For com-
panies, itʼs “much better for them to be
operating in a globally consistent frame-
work” rather than navigate conflicting tax
regimes, he added. “I canʼt imagine that
any country or any side of politics in any
country would make a judgment that
would put themselves at that sort of dis-
advantage.”— AFP

South African
paraglider makes
first legal flight
off Everest

ASouth African paraglider has made
the first legal flight off Mount
Everest, an expedition organizer

said Tuesday, opening doors for “climb
and fly” adventurers on the worldʼs high-
est mountain. Pierre Carter, 55, leapt off
near the summit at an altitude of nearly
8,000 meters (26,247 feet) last week,
cruising above the Himalayas as other
mountaineers descended on foot. Carter
flew down at a top speed of 80 kilometers
(50 miles) per hour, taking only 20 min-
utes to land near the small settlement of
Gorakshep at 5,164 meters.

“It was a beautiful flight down. Above
the clouds and then through the clouds
and down,” Carter told AFP. Weather con-
ditions dissuaded Carter from climbing all
the way to the top of Everestʼs 8,849-
metre (29,032-foot) summit before his
flight from the South Col ridge around
noon. “Once youʼre in the air it is all rela-
tive,” Carter said. “But the take offʼs

always difficult the higher you are... your
glider doesnʼt want to fly as easily.” Carter
began climbing as a teenager and soon
became interested in paragliding.

Since 2005, he has flown off five of the
seven mountains that make up the tallest
summits on their respective continents,
beginning with Russiaʼs Mount Elbrus.
Carter reached the summit of Alaskaʼs
Denali in 2016 but was not permitted to
fly. He next aims to repeat the feat off
Mount Vinson in Antarctica. There have
been only three recorded flights off
Everest, all without government permits.

French alpinist and pilot Jean-Marc
Boivin was the first person to paraglide
down from Everest in 1988. A French
couple made a tandem flight from the
summit in 2001 in a feat that was repeat-
ed a decade later by a pair of Nepali
climbers. “This is the first time Nepal has
issued a flight permit on its mountains,”
Dawa Steven Sherpa of Asian Trekking

told AFP. Sherpa said he expected more
climbers to follow Carter next season,
now that Nepali authorities have shown a
willingness to permit flights off the
Himalayas. “Many climbers are also
paragliders and the idea of climbing and
flying down is gaining popularity,” Sherpa
said. “Authorities now see this can boost
Nepalʼs tourism industry, especially after
Covid,” Sherpa said.

The country only reopened its peaks
to mountaineers last year after the coron-
avirus pandemic shut down the industry
in 2020. A rare window of good weather
has already allowed hundreds of climbers
and guides to reach the Everest summit
since a team of Nepali climbers opened
the route on May 7. At least three
climbers, including a Russian and two
Nepalis, have died on Everest since the
season began.—AFP

Bill Cosby
sex assault 
case starts
in California
Atrial against Bill Cosby began

Monday in California, with a civil
suit alleging the disgraced comedi-

an sexually assaulted a teenage girl
almost five decades ago. Judy Huth says
the man once known as “Americaʼs Dad”
attacked her at the Playboy Mansion in
the mid-1970s when she was around 15
years old. Huth says she suffered “psy-
chological damage and mental anguish”
as a result of the alleged assault.

The case is the latest in a raft of legal
actions against 84-year-old Cosby, who
was once one of the most popular per-
formers on US television. Dozens of
women have said they suffered sexual
assault at his hands. Huthʼs case was
originally filed in 2014, but had been on
hold while Cosby faced aggravated inde-
cent assault charges in Pennsylvania.
Cosby was convicted of drugging and
sexually assaulting a woman 17 years
ago, but freed from his prison sentence
after the stateʼs supreme court ruled he
had been denied a fair trial.

His release from prison-he had served
more than two years of his three-to-10
year sentence-infuriated many advocates
of the #MeToo movement. His conviction
was the first sexual assault guilty verdict
against a celebrity since the advent of the
worldwide reckoning against sexual vio-
lence and abuse of power. But the court
did not exonerate him, rather it over-
turned the conviction on a technicality.

Judges wrote that a non-prosecution
agreement between a former district
attorney and Cosby over evidence he
gave in a different civil case meant the
actor shouldnʼt have been criminally
charged in the first place. In the case that
local broadcasters reported had started
Monday, Huth claims she met Cosby on
a film set, and days later was invited to
his tennis club. There, she says, he gave
her alcohol and took her to the Playboy
Mansion, where he forced her to perform
a sex act. Cosby has denied her version
of events. The defense has leapt on
apparent discrepancies in Huthʼs claim.
The assault was initially alleged to have
happened in 1974, when she was 15
years old, but more recently has said it
took place a year later. —AFP

US actor Mark Ruffalo

This handout photograph shows South African paraglider Pierre Carter gliding off from the
South Col Mt Everest as he flew back to Gorak Shep in Solukhumbu Everest region.

South African paraglider Pierre Carter speaks
during an interview with AFP in Kathmandu.

In this file photo US actor Bill Cosby arrives
at court in Norristown, Pennsylvania to face
sentencing for sexual assault. — AFP

Taiwan man invents stroller for
fish to ‘explore other worlds’

This picture showing Jerry Huang walking with his fish
tank trolley at a park.

Children look at a fish tank
trolley at a park in Taichung.


