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BOSTON: Duncan Robinson #55 of the Miami Heat collides with Grant Williams #12 of the Boston Celtics during the first quarter in Game Four of the 2022 NBA Playoffs Eastern Conference Finals at TD Garden on May 23, 2022.  —AFP

BOSTON: Jayson Tatum rediscovered his scoring touch
with 31 points as the Boston Celtics thrashed the Miami
Heat 102-82 to level their NBA Eastern Conference finals
series on Monday. Two days after dropping their opening
home game of the best-of-seven finals, Boston came
roaring back at the TD Garden with a one-sided game
four blowout that squares the series at 2-2. Tatum also
finished with eight rebounds and five assists, with sup-
port coming from Payton Pritchard (14 points) and
Derrick White (13). Jaylen Brown and Robert Williams
added 12 points apiece.

Al Horford led a hard-nosed Boston defensive effort
with 13 rebounds and four blocks. Victor Oladipo led the
scoring for Miami with 23 points from the bench. None of
Miami’s starting line-up made double figures, making a
paltry 18 points in total. “We just came and redeemed
ourselves,” Tatum said. “We knew this was a game that

we really needed, to protect home court. After the last
game we were just ready to play, to get back out here
and play better.

“It’s been a back and forth series so far. It’s best of
three now, we’ll just go away now for game five and get
ready.” Miami coach Erik Spoelstra said his team had
never been able to recover from a poor start. “They came
out and jumped on us,” Spoelstra said. “I think more than
anything our offense hurt us at the beginning. We just
weren’t purposeful. “But we’re not making any excuses.
They outplayed us tonight for sure. We never could get
any kind of a grip on the game.”

Highs and lows 
Spoelstra insisted that his team would mount a

response in game five. “This is part of the playoffs.
There’s a lot of extreme highs and extreme lows, and a lot

of emotion,” said Spoelstra. “You just have to stay the
course and stay together. “And it’s a great series. You
have to embrace that.” The game was effectively won in
the first two quarters as Boston punished a strangely
subdued start by Miami to race into a 29-11 lead in the
first quarter.

Tatum, who had been restricted to just 10 points in
Saturday’s game three defeat, was back to his sharp-
shooting best with 12 points in the first quarter alone.
With Miami’s offense unable to penetrate a Boston
defense bolstered by the return of Williams, the Celtics
kept the pressure on in the second quarter, extending the
lead to 27 points at one stage. There was no better illus-
tration of Miami’s offensive impotence than the first-half
points haul of their starting line-up.

With Jimmy Butler contributing just six points, the
Heat’s starters totaled 10 points in the first half, with only

Oladipo’s 18 points off the bench preventing a total
humiliation. Miami made just 11-of-40 attempts from the
field in the first half, a shooting percentage of just 27.5
percent. Any hopes Miami had of mounting a second-half
fightback were quickly snuffed out in the third quarter.
Boston outscored the Heat 12-4 immediately after the
interval to pull clear by a whopping 32 points with the
lead at 69-37.

The departure of Williams with what appeared to be
left knee soreness midway through the third quarter
helped Miami reduce the deficit to 23 points at 73-50,
but it was only a temporary reprieve. Boston continued
to score steadily at the start of the fourth quarter and
were sitting on a 31-point lead at 88-57 with just under
nine minutes remaining before closing out a wire-to-wire
win. The series now swings back to Florida, with top
seeds Miami hosting game five on Wednesday. —AFP

Tatum rediscovers his scoring touch with 31 points

Celtics rout Heat to square series

Kuwait shines at
3rd Gulf Games
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait continued their dominance at the
Third Gulf Games - topping the medal table as they
added one more gold medal in the eSport. The
sandstorm that hit Kuwait caused the postpone-
ment of some games including the Ice Hockey
match between Kuwait and Bahrain. Some of the
Volleyball, Basketball, Table Tennis and the women
Futsal matches were also postponed.

Excellent women presence
A member of Kuwait Olympic Committee,

Chairwoman of Women Sport Committee Fatima
Hayat said  women’s participation in this Gulf
Games is a start for the development of women
sport in GCC, adding that “there will be one vision
for more support in the field of women’s sport.” The
opening ceremony of the Games was attended by
Chairwoman of the Gulf Organizing Committee of
Women’s Sport, Member of Bahrain Olympic
Committee Sheikha Hayat Bint Abdelaziz Al Khalifa,
Member of Oman Olympic Committee Lujainabint
Mohsen, Assistant Secretary General for
Administrative and Financial Affairs of UAE
Olympic Committee Azzabint Suleiman,
Undersecretary of KSA’s Sports ministry for

Strategic Planning and Investment, Member of
Saudi Arabia’s Olympic Committee Adhwaabint
Abdelrahman Al-Areefi and Chairwoman of Qatar
Sports Committee Lulua Al-Merri.

Sports facilities
President of Bahrain’s Tennis Federation Sheikh

Abdelaziz Bin Mubarak Al Khalifa lauded the sports
facilities and thanked Kuwait government for host-
ing the games. He also appreciated the excellent
organization.

Volleyball competitions 
The fourth round of Volleyball competitions will

resume on Wednesday with a match between Kuwait

and Saudi Arabia (7:00 pm), this will be followed by
UAE and Oman (3pm) and then Bahrain vs Qatar (5pm). 

Kuwait wins eSport gold
Kuwait eSport’s players Abdallah Al-Reesh and

Mushari Al-Kayed won the gold medal of Fifa22.
Al-Reesh defeated UAE’s Ahmad Al-Suwaidi in the
final match and took the silver medal, while the
bronze medal went to Oman’s Fahad Al-Hasani.
Wednesday will be the finals of the League of
Legends - with the participation of Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain and UAE.

Qabazard, Antar advance
Kuwait tennis player Essa Qabazard defeated

Qatar’s Mousa Shanan 6-3/6-1, while Abdel
Hameed Mubarak defeated Qatar’s Mubarak
Shanan 6-1/6-1 while Bader Antar beat Bahrain’s
Hassan Abdelreda 6-3/6-0 in round 16. Meanwhile,
Ali Al-Shatti lost to Qatar’s Rashid Nawaf 4-6/4-6
as Hussein Al-Shatti lost to Saudi Arabia’s Abdallah
Al-Faraj 5-7/3-6.

Cycling results
At the Women Cycling 49:700 kilometers race

competition, UAE won the individuals gold, silver
and bronze medals. Shikha Rashid won gold, Safiya
Al-Sayegh won silver and Huda Hussein won the
bronze. UAE also won gold; Saudi Arabia took sil-
ver while Kuwait won bronze at team event.


